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Foreward 


Lee Neer was born in Montana in 1885 and died in 
California in 1951. He kept diaries covering eleven years 
of a twenty year period from 1925 to 1944 and cattle 
breeding notes from 1940 to 1947. On his death, that 
material came into the possession of his second daughter, 
Mary Margaret (Peggy Reins), and upon her death, to me, 
along with Lee Neer’s personal photos. From 2015 to 
2017, Lee Neer’s granddaughter Charlotte Ruffini (nee 
Quinlan) transcribed and edited those diaries and breeding 
notes in their entirety. This book publishes her 
transcriptions. I have added some of Lee’s photos where 
they relate to the contents of the entries. I have also added 
an index to the personal names appearing in the diaries, 
and in footnotes provided additional infonnation about 
people known from external sources. A 1927 letter from 
Lee Neer to his father and portions of Peggy’s own 
memoirs covering the same period as the diaries appear in 
appendices at the end of the volume. 


Giovanni Ruffini 


First Edition 



Biographical Introduction 


Oliver Lee Neer, Jr. was born in 1885 in Garrison, 
Montana. He went by his middle name, Lee. By 1888 the 
Neer family was living in Los Angeles and Lee’s father, 
Oliver, was working as a conductor for Southern Pacific 
Railroad. By 1896 Oliver had left the railroad to go into 
mining. Mining was to become a family business. 

Lee was sent to Angola, Ohio to attend Angola Nonnal 
School which was a mining school. He later attended 
Denver Nonnal High School. In 1906 Lee and his older 
brother Paul were enrolled at Colorado School of Mines. 
By 1908 Paul was working as a miner in Honduras and 
Claude, Oliver’s middle son, had acquired mining claims 
in New Mexico. Paul later went to Bisbee, Arizona where 
he was a copper miner. 

In the meantime, Oliver had become involved in a group 
of mines in Sonora, Mexico as a promoter and business 
man. Lee left Colorado School of Mines and was in 
Sonora with his first wife, Charlotte and daughter Jane, 
until around 1912 when they returned to Douglas, Arizona 
because of the political unrest in Mexico. Lee and 
Charlotte divorced. Lee worked as a miner in Globe, 
Arizona. He remarried in 1919. 

By 1920 the Mexican Revolution was over and the Neers 
returned to mining in Mexico. Lee was a supervising 
miner at the San Nicolas Mine near Cumpas, Sonora in 
Mexico. Oliver was president and general manager of the 
San Nicolas Mining Co. Paul Neer was superintendent of 

ii 



a mine in Durango, Mexico when in 1924 as he and his 
wife were in transit they were ambushed. Gun shots were 
exchanged and Paul was killed. 

Claude Neer died in 1925 of appendicitis in Los Angeles. 

Lee and his wife, Margaret, and their daughter, Mary 
Margaret, lived in Mexico until 1927. Oliver and his 
wife, Ida, lived in Douglas, Arizona with Oliver travelling 
extensively on business and making frequent trips to 
Sonora to inspect mines and give advice and support to 
Lee. 

In 1927 Oliver, Ida, Lee, Margaret, and Mary Margaret 
moved to Ahwahnee, Calif. It is not clear why they made 
the move. Oliver believed that he and Lee could work the 
Enterprise Mine on the Fresno River. That did not turn 
out. Oliver and Ida moved to Los Angeles. Lee and 
Margaret and their daughter stayed in Ahwahnee where 
they had become part of that small community. Members 
of the community socialized and exchanged goods and 
services. Lee Neer did work for local ranchers as well as 
doing road work for the State Emergency Relief 
Administration. He also cut lumber to make shakes which 
he sold. Margaret went to work as a cook at Yosemite 
Mountain Ranch, a private vacation ranch. Lee later 
joined her when he was hired as a manager/caretaker for 
the ranch. This was during the Great Depression and the 
years of World War II. 

The diaries are mainly a record of Lee’s daily activities. 
With few exceptions there is no expression of emotion or 
recording of an incident or occasion that would result in 



expression of emotion. When a mine shaft explosion 
resulted in the death of some workers he said that it was 
the saddest day in camp that he could remember. He 
expressed happiness upon seeing Margaret after a 
separation in two reserved sentences. But those sentences 
conveyed all you needed to know. When Margaret died 
unexpectedly on February 20, 1944 he did not record it in 
the diary. However, there was a period of eighteen days 
from the time of her death when no entries were made. 
When his father dies he records it in the March 2, 1935 
entry with the simple statement, “Reed telegram from 
Mabele this morning. Dad passed away at 2A.M.” Lee 
Neer was a reserved man of few words. 

Life in mining camps was very rough. There was no 
indoor plumbing or electricity. Outhouses were used. 
Kerosene lamps were used to provide light at night. My 
grandmother, Lee’s first wife Charlotte, told me that she 
washed clothes in a large kettle over an open fire. There 
was danger as well. As was noted earlier, Lee’s brother 
Paul was murdered in an ambush by armed men. 

Lee Neer coped with harsh living conditions through hard 
work, tenacity, and resourcefulness. He had enough 
Spanish fluency to enable him to communicate with the 
Mexican laborers in camp, the Presidente of Cumpas, the 
Comandante, as well as hosting General Padilla when he 
rode into camp with his soldiers. 

He was skilled in working with machines as well as 
carpentry. Mining machinery frequently malfunctioned 
and Lee had to spend much time on procurement of parts 
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and repair of machinery. He made furniture for himself as 
well as others and built his own house in Ahwahnee. 

He was talented with a camera and took most of the 
photos in this book. Wherever he lived, he managed to set 
up a little darkroom and develop his own photos. 

In Ahwahnee he engaged in horticulture with the grafting 
of fruit trees. Every autumn he and Margaret picked 
apples and gave them to family and friends. He made 
apple cider. He kept bees in both Mexico and Ahwahnee. 
Last but not least, he bred and raised cattle. 

In spite of the challenges of mining life and life in 
Ahwahnee and running Yosemite Mountain Ranch, Lee 
Neer was living the life he wanted. He was an outdoors 
person. He loved camping out, hunting, and fishing. He 
was observant of the natural surroundings and noted 
animal tracks and sightings of animals. During one time 
period in Yosemite, deer returned regularly because he fed 
them. 

This biographical sketch is a brief summary of Lee Neer’s 
life from the time he was born to the end of 1944 which 
was the last diary entry we have. It is hoped that this 
summary provides some background information to give 
the reader an idea and understanding of life depicted in 
the Lee Neer diaries, of mining life in the early part of the 
20 th century and the transition that had to be made from 
Sonora, Mexico to Ahwahnee, California during the Great 
Depression. Lee Neer died in 1951 at the age of 66. 

by Charlotte Ann Quinlan Ruffini (Bobbie Ann) 
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Suggested reading: 

Sonnichsen, C. L. (1974) Colonel Greene and the Copper 
Skyrocket. Tucson. 

Stegner, Wallace. (1971) Angle of Repose. New York. 
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This is a partial family tree: not all of Oliver and Lee’s 
descendants appear. 

Printed from Family Echo: http://www.familyecho.com. 
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Maps 



Above: A map showing Sonora, Mexico, with the 
holdings of the Transvaal Copper Company shaded in the 
upper middle of the map. From Prospectus of the 
Transvaal Copper Company c. 1903, held in the Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University, Zc50 
+903pr. 
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Above: A map showing the location of the San Nicolas 
Mine in relation to the holdings of the Transvaal Copper 
Company in Sonora, Mexico. From Prospectus of the 
Transvaal Copper Company c. 1903, held in the Beinecke 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University, Zc50 
+903pr. 
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Editorial Conventions and Abbreviations 


This edition does not preserve the pagination or line 
breaks of the original diaries. This edition does however 
preserve the punctuation of the original diaries. This 
complicates reading when Lee Neer left out periods at the 
end of sentences. In most of these cases, a capitalized 
letter will indicate the start of a new sentence. 

Lee Neer wrote entries in blank diaries with pre-printed 
dates. In some cases, he hand-wrote dates differing from 
those printed on the page. In those cases, the transcription 
records his dates, not those printed on the page. All entries 
appear in chronological order, even when his hand-written 
entries were out of order. 


The transcription uses the following editorial conventions: 


w..d 

Dots indicate illegible letters. 

w?d 

Question marks indicate illegible portions 

of 

a word. 

word 

Underlines indicate that the entire word is 
uncertain. 


The entries use the following abbreviations, appearing in 
the original text: 

ADC Ahwahnee Drama Club 

AFVB Ahwahnee Fire Volunteers Battalion 

B Bob (Harold Quinlan, Leona Jane Neer’s 

husband and therefore Lee Neer’s son-in- 
law) 

BA Bobbie Ann (Charlotte Ann Quinlan, 

Harold Quinlan’s daughter and therefore 
Lee Neer’s granddaughter) 


x 



cone 

concentrates 

FB 

Fann Bureau 

home or Home Dept. Home Department 

J 

Jane (Leona Jane Neer, Lee Neer’s first 
daughter) 

Marg 

Margaret (Lee Neer’s second wife) 

MM 

Mary Margaret (“Peggy”, Lee Neer’s 
second daughter) 

pwdr 

powder 

RV 

Reynaldo Vasquez: see index 

San 

sanitarium 

SERA 

State Emergency Relief Administration 

SL 

San Luis 

Trin 

Trinidad: see index 

Y. Mt. Club 

Yosemite Mountain Club 

Y. Mt. Ranch 

Yosemite Mountain Ranch 
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Volume 1 

1925 

Front Cover: 

1925 

Fidelity and Deposit Company 

Fidelity and Surety Bonds 

Burglary Insurance 

John W. Latham, State. Mgr. 

Arizona Branch Office 

Heard Building 

Phoenix 

Interior, in Lee Neer’s hand: 

Mr Lee Neer 
Cumpas 
Sonora 
Mexico 
Bx 43 

Assays for 24 hr run 
1st of yr. 

#1 tails 
#2 “ 

#3 Heads at clasifier 
#4 “ “ mill feed. 


# 

au 

ag 

au 

bb. 

1 

- 

4 

- 

3.6 

2 

- 

4 

- 

1.06 

3 

.03 

37.0 

.5 

.99 

4 

.03 

58.6 


2.88 
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R = cone - T 


H-T 


%S = cone. 100 


HR 

Thursday, January 1 

Repaired K.&K mach. yest. Finished 24 hr run today. 
Panning tailings ran small speck of gold in pan. Romo 
asked for a list of the last timber he had brot in saying he 
needed it to give to Molina as the timber was out on 
Molinas ground. Must make Romo pay Molina. Four East 
still had a little ore in face. Think it will come in again. 
John thinks possibly it is Hughes vein now tho wouldn’t 
admit it before. 

Clear Cold. 

Friday, January 2 

Some zinc showing in West 400. E east four still same. 

Romo said today he has permission to 

cut in Molina's ground and is to pay stampage himself. 

Took Sams \( young) / picture and developed picture Sam, 

pig, and mex kids with their Xmas bags. Worked on San 

Luis pipe line today, finished connecting up line 

Am ready to start cleaning out the well at S.L. 

Clear Cold som ice 
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Saturday, January 3 

Dad, Cloud, and Beauchamp came today. 1 Went to S.L. 
and packed the pump. Dad brot Xmas presents but have 
not looked at them will do so at once. John gave me his 
annual report today. 

Mine looks the same as yesterday. 

Clear, Cold, some ice 

Sunday, January 4 

Fired up San Luis and got water to tank Boiler flue leaks 

will have to be plugged. Ore again in 

E.4 face. Looking good. Everybody in good spirits. 

Monday, January 5 
Jan 6 

Forgot to write yests events. Dad left for the line and 
probably L.A. after going to S.L. and Capulin Canon 4E 
looking good ore coming up from bottom. Salsido came 
with pwdr in car. 

Worked at S.L. pumps R. Vasquez went to Cumpas today. 
Loaned him $ 15— Personal acct. 


1 F. H. Cloud: Director, Transvaal Copper Co., 1908 ( The Copper 
Handbook 8, 1328). Leo G. Cloud: Manager, Transvaal Copper Co., 
1904 (“Statements, Letters, Engineers Reports,” 1904); Director, 
Transvaal Copper Co., 1911 ( The Copper Handbook 10, 1690); ibid., 
1914 ( The Copper Handbook 11, 886); ibid., 1922 {The Mines 
Handbook page 1973). 

H. C. Beauchamp: Fiscal Agent, Transvaal Copper Co., (“Statements, 
Letters, Engineers Reports,” 1904); Secretary of the Transvaal Copper 
Co., 1908 {The Copper Handbook 8, 1328); General Manager of 
Transvaal Copper Co., 1911 {The Mining World 2/25/1911, page 
446); ibid., 1914 {The Copper Handbook 11, 886). 
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Tuesday, January 6 

Worked at S.L. well Mucked down to 3' from bottom. 4E 
same as yest. Cloud went down mine. Some petanque 
showing in 3E. Vasquez has not returned. Ramon, the 
chinaman, went to Cumpas today. Found crack in pump 
today. 

Clear cold, some ice 
Wednesday, January 7 

Worked at San Luis. M. Morales mashed his thumb in the 
pump shortly after dinner. Vasquez returned this evening 
bringing mail and Cary Burner. Loaned Trinidad 4. 50 
pesos Clouded up at noon and looks very much like rain 
Hived swarm of bees day before yest, doing nicely since 
being fed. 

Thursday, January 8 

Mucked at San Luis. Vasquez, Rivas, Martinez and Ruiz. 
Vasquez dressed Morales thumb. 

Freighter brot pwdr, Fuse, and CaC 2 . 

Cloudy in forenoon clear and colder this afternoon. 

Friday, January 9 

Surveyed E & W 400 with Beauchamp. E4 looking fine. 
Entire face in ore. West 4 changed, showing pyrite in talc 
in wall. Men worked in well at San Luis. 

Clear and colder all day. 

Saturday, January 10 

Surveyed on 300 E. & W. with Beauchamp and went to 
Capulin Cannon with B. Water can be pumped from there 
to S.N. (dist) of about 6000) with 2 or 3 hundred feet less 
lift. 

Clear and cold all day. Molina came to see me today. 
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[A separate note in pencil below the main entry:] 
ice 5 below freezing 

Saturday, January 11 

Cloud and Beauchamp left today for Douglas Morales 
linger doing nicely. Went to San Luis after dinner. Last 
night was the coldest night we have had since coming to 
San Nicolas. Wrote Price Molina was here today claims 
he has only been paid 6 checks. 

Clear and cold, ice 

Monday, January 12 

Finished mucking out S.L. well & tunnel. Rode down past 
S.L. saw four deer. Bee stung Margaret. 

Still clear and cold. Pulled bottom plug in S.L. dam. 

Tuesday, January 13 

Water had not reached well this AM. but was filling fast 
this evening Saw three deer near San Luis today. 
Trinidad, Ruiz and Vasquez laid off this afternoon. Trin 
was talking of going and digging for buried treasure. 

Still clear and cold. 

Wednesday January 14 

Pumped about 5000 gal of water from San Luis this A.M. 
Lower flues of boiler leaking now. 

Trin left today, has gone to dig for buried treasure. 
Wanner and Slightly cloudy. 

Thursday, January 15 

Sent Vasquez after money to Nacozari this AM. Valencia 
cleaning boiler # 9 today. Well at S.L. about half full this 
AM. 

Cloudy and colder this afternoon. 
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Friday, January 16 

Pumped about 10000 gal water from S.L. today. R 
Vasquez returned today. 

Clear and colder. 

Saturday, January 17 

Connected S.L. water line with house Plugged a flue at 
San Luis. Finished filter cleaning 
boiler # 2. Wrote Dad this evening. 

Clear and cold. Freezing nights. 

Sunday, January 18 

Ran mill today 8 hrs. 4W showing specks of lead. Rec’d 
telegram from Dad from L.A. 

Went to S.L. to look at water. 

Clear and cold 

Monday, January 19 

Ran mill today Ruiz pumped this afternoon from S.L. Sent 
Trin's boy to town with telegram to Dad. Started saving 
shipping ore today. 

Clear cold all day. Cloudy and wanner this evening. 
Tuesday, January 20 

Ran mill 8 hrs. Set up ta nk to filter condensed water from 
heater. Started running concentrates direct to cement 
setteling vats. Tried out lime in place of lye in mill and 
believe am getting better results than with lye. Very little 
besides pyrites in tailings. 

Clear and wanner. 

Wednesday, January 21 

Ran mill 8 hrs using lime in place of lye. Sampled heads 
& tails. Ruiz is pumping at S.L. this evening. Sent letter to 
Mother & Jane and Claude with Trin this AM. Trin’s boy 
is working in his place. Ramon killed skunk in store 
today. 
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Clear and wanner. 40° at 7A.M. 

Thursday, January 22 

Ran mill 8 hrs using lime. Less metal showing in tails. 
Started drying concentrates this A.M. 

About 10,000 gallons water on hand 
Wanner and slightly cloudy this evening. 

Friday, January 23 

Sent Vasquez for mail This A.M. Has not returned yet (7 
P.M.) Salsido came today is camped at Hoyas ranch. 

Dried 19 sacks cone, today. Priest came today to baptise 
the mex babies. Baptised about twenty. 

Wanner today and slightly cloudy this evening. 

Saturday, January 24 

Got letter from Jane at D? last night. Drying cone today. 
Luis R pumping from S.L. today 
Cloudy and warmer. 

Sunday, January 25 

Salsido loaded 45 sacks today. Saw big buck near S.L. 
Well has only about 1ft water since standing 24 hr. 

Clear and wann. 

Monday, January 26 

Salsido took 15 more sacks cone today. Packed mill 
engine Ordered supplies from Nacozari. 

Put com to sprout. 

Cloudy and sprinkles this AM. Clear and warm tonight. 
Tuesday, January 27 

No water at S.L. today so went hunting. Morales Vasquez 
and Ruiz went along. Ruiz had no gun. Ruiz' two dogs 
and Colo chewed up a pig and Ruiz killed it with a rock 
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shortly after I killed two deer. The bunch came home 
happy. 

Clear and warm all day. 



Wednesday, January 28 

East face not looking so good West face has about 18" 
ore Broke up 4 or 5 sacks ore today. 

Ruiz pumped at S.L. today. 

Clear and warm. 

Thursday, January 29 

Rode up S.L. washto S. Pedro. Its as dry as the rest of the 
country. Trin. came today with teleg. from Dad. Dad left 
L.A. today. Said wire him Douglas. 

Clear and warm. No frost for several days. Bees working. 
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Friday, January 30 

Ran mill today. Cleaned up mess around mill. Made low 
cone. Ramon brot mail this evening. Rec’d letter from 
Jane. 

Clear warm 


■h 



These photos have no captions or dates, 
but are probably from Sonora in the 
1920s. 

Saturday, January 31 

Mill 8 hrs. Vasquez went to Cumpas at noon. Several 
dru nk s in camp. About out water. 
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Went to S.L. and plugged boiler flue. Put front shoes on 
Dan. Dad came this evening with good news. 
Nordenholt 2 or his people are to be here next week. Cone 
.... were shipped Jan 8 th ran 1020.. Prov. Sett? 

Clear and wann. 

Special Data 

Sacks Cone 

Jan 8 shipped 40 sacks cone 
40 


Ran Mill 

Jan 18. 

8hrs 

(1020)Prov 

66 66 

“ 19 

8hrs 

66 66 

“ 20 

8hrs 

“ “ Tails for 2 das 3.2 

“ 21 

8hrs 

66 66 

“ 22 

8hrs 

60 

“ “ Heads for 2 das 36.72 “ 30 

8hrs 

1178 Prov 

66 66 

“31 

8 “ 

66 66 

Feb 6 

8 “ 

66 66 

“ 9 

8 “ 

34 Prov 


1200 


2 George D. Nordenholt: Colorado School of Mines, Class of 1909; 
Director, State of California Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mines, 1936 {California Journal of Mines and Geology 
32:1). 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


11 


Feb. 


Heads 56.14 Tails 2.90 

27 

44sacks 

“ 69.44 “ 3.70 

28 

1428.oz 

“ 71.28 “ 4.8 

Mar 1 

94.22% 

saving 


Sunday, February 1 

Dad left this A.M. for Douglas after going down the mine. 
4 west looking good specks of lead and tetrabudrite 
showing all thru the face Vasquez returned to Cumpas 
today. 

Clear and wanner. 

Monday, February 2 

Sent check to Molina today. Drying cone today. 

Reynaldo V came out today with money for check. 

Clear and wann 70° at 12 AM. 

Loaned R.V. ten pesos. 

Tuesday, February 3 

Went to S.L. today Well not full yet. R.V. returned from 
Cumpas today. Put burner on muffle and cleared ..ales. 
Clear and rather wann. 

Wednesday, February 4 

Emptied Ball mill to weigh balls. Rode up to Capuline 
and came down canon to falls. There is more water in 
Cap. Canon than any place aroud here tho I doubt there is 
enough to run mill. 

Clear Hazy and wann. 50° at 7AM. 75° noon 
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Thursday, February 5 

Morales pumped at S.L. today about 6000 gals. Added 

700 # Balls today making 4000 # in 

mill. Fixt crusher belt. Trin's boy, Transito, came with 

teleg fr Dad saying he had not heard from Nordys man 

yet. 

Wann and clear. 

Friday, February 6 

Ran mill 8 hrs. with Ruiz as mill man. Morales didn’t 

show up. Too much baile last 

night. 

Rather hot today Some wind and slightly cloudy 
Saturday, February 7 

Ran mill 8 hrs Morales returned today to work. 

Hazy and wann. 

Sunday, February 8 

Put mill men top landing. Today Salsido came to see 
when cone would be ready Reed two letters from Dad and 
letter from mother. 

Colder today. Wore coat this A.M. 

Monday, February 9 

Fired up today and ran three samples (the first ones, # 1A, 
# 3, & tails from 5 shifts run last mo.) Checked two of 
Hawleys assays. Wrote Dad and Jane. Ramon went to 
town. 

Clear and Wann. Distilled 1 Vi qts whiskey. 

Tuesday, February 10 

Salcido came with supplies and took 34 sacks cone. Went 
down mine today. East and west look poor East three ? 
shows stringer with pelanque. 

Clear and wann. 
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Wednesday, February 11 

Sent wire to Dad Rode over to S.L. Well about half full. 

Worked on assay furnace nearly all 

day. Ran 4 samples Fired up at 4.oc. but did not give time 

enough for fusion, I think and as result all samples were 

low. 

Clear and wann The air is blue today as tho there were a 
fire somewhere. 

Thursday, February 12 

Cloudy this morning ReRan 4 samples this AM that I ran 
yesterday. O.K. today. Clinoli and party passed thru 
today Stopped for lunch. C gave me some pointers on 
assaying. Reynaldo V returned from town today, has 
another boy. 

Cloudy this evening and slightly cooler. Windy. 

Friday, February 13 

Camp full of drunks today. Vasquez went to town to get 
help. Wrote Dad today Sent letter with Ramon. Went 
down mine took sample in 3 East. Change coming in 4 
West. 

Slightly cloudy and windy this evening. 

Saturday, February 14 

Ran samples today of East 3. X cut sample ran 15&oz. 

Reynaldo Vasquez returned today, 

or rather this evening Says the bootlegger is in jail. 

Cloudy this A.M. and cooler & cloudy tonight. 
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Sunday, February 15 

Dad came in his Studebaker with Stotesbury this A.M. 3 
Spent the day going over the ground with them. Took a 
joy ride this evening to tiera prieta with Margaret. 

Cloudy all day. Looks very much like rain. 

Monday, February 16 

Went thru 3 & 4 this A.M. with Dad & Stutsbury, this 
after noon spent on three with Stutesbury. S. is of the 
opinion there is very little sedimentary and I think he is 
right. 

Clear today. 

Pumped from S.L. Another flue with hole in it 
Tuesday, February 17 

Worked in 3 & 4 with H.W. Stotesbury. Trin worked with 
Vasquez on drying pan. Rode down to Tierra Prieta in the 
Studebaker this evening 
Clear and wann 

Wednesday, February 18 

With Stotesbury sampling all day. Finished sampling and 
ground seven samples. 

Thursday, February 19 

Stotesbury finished his work at noon. He & Dad left about 
2:30 P.M. John reports the mine looking better today. 


3 H. W. Stotesbury: Colorado School of Mines Class of 1907 
(Quarterly of the Colorado School of Mines 2:1, July 1907); Mine 
superintendent, Tonopah Mining Company, Nevada, 1920 {The Mines 
Handbook 14). 
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Went down the W Winze with S. after dinner to see the 
ore in the footwall. Clinolies. Mozo came before Dad left 
and gave Dad some samples to take to HH Horton. 

Cloudy this A.M. and sprinkled after dinner. 

Has drizzled off & on since Dad left. Raining now 7 P.M. 
8.30 PM still raining. 

Friday, February 20 

Trin & Reynaldo finished repairing drying pan today. 
Repaired the hand crusher Fixt stand for 
bee hives. Reynaldo went after coal this evening. $400. 00 
Bootlegger and family left today. 

Cloudy but no rain today. Hot. 

Saturday, February 21 

Ran Six assays today. R.Vasquez returned today with 
money for payroll. Refujio Rivas came with mail and 
telegram from Dad. Cone (34 sacks /1200oz Aq on prov. 
settlement. 

Few clouds this AM. Clear and colder this evening. 
Sunday, February 22 

Went to Cumpas to see engine at Muvres, it happened to 
be a ? grinder. Dy returned to mine Sam told me Cantor 
has a new windmill pump. Possibly I can use it. 

Cloudy all day and cool. 

Monday, February 23 

Sent Trin to town today with letter and wire to Dad. 
Reynaldo made cupeles today, went down the mine. A 
little leak in 4W. 4E about same. 

Cloudy and cool all day. 

Tuesday, February 24 

Surveied for connection bet. 3E & 4E today. Vasquez & 
Eraclio moved timber pile from in front of house up to 
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works. Mex. brot teleg. from Dad. Stotesburys samples 
ran much higher than Beauchamps. 

Clear all day. 

Wednesday, February 25 

Made roof for ballmill and put it on. Put roof over the 
bees and got stung. Marg. bobbed the Martinez kids hair 
yest and washed them today. 

Hazy this A.M. Clear P.M. 

Thursday, February 26 

Photographed Martinez kids today. Trin returned with 
caps & pump Assayed 3E X cut, (0.8) 

4E Face (0.9) and 4W Face (11.66) Started sinking in 4W. 
Morales pumped at S.L. today. 

Hazy all day. Cool. 

Friday, February 27 

Ran mill today. Sampled head at B.M. and classifier. Mill 
worked fine today. Have about ton of shipping ore. .uir. 
worked with Trin at crusher sorting ore. Vasquez went to 
town last night. 

Clear and cool today. 

Saturday, February 28 

Ran mill today 8hrs Assayed yest BM & Clasif. Heads & 
tails 

BM Heads 42.10 ozag 
Clasif m1 / 2 T 56.14 " " 

" "%T 56.12 " " 

Tails " 2.90 " " 

R. Vasquez returned from Cumpas 
Clear and wann. 

Used .lucked Carbide Ca..2 in heads. 
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Special Data 
Crushed & sacked 
53 sacks ore today 
Feb 2 nd Feb 3 sacked 
97 sack high grade 

Sunday, March 1 

Ran today lost about an hour starting, boiler foamed, belts 
slipped. Heads at clas. Feb 28 ran 69.44 oz ag and tails 
3.70 oz ag. Four .W Winze assayed 32.46 Should have 
about 2 WT cone for the last 24 hr run. Reed wire from 

Dad in LA asking conditions in mine. 

Clear and wann. 

Monday, March 2 

Crushed & sacked 53 sacks ore today. Trin returned from 
Cumpas. Reed letter from Claude today written Feb. 22 nd . 
Clear & warm. 

Tuesday, March 3 

Worked on K.K today, about 2 das more work on it. 4 
West W looking better as it goes 

down. Vasquez drying cone. Morales & ..ir. sorting ore. 
Worked on crusher put in new toggleplates 
Clear & warm 

Wednesday, March 4 

Have 79 sacks, Highgrade Worked on K.& K. today. 
About three days more work on it. Started a letter to 
Claude today. W 4 W looking good. Expect to open up a 
shoot of ore there. 

Clear and rather wann today. 

John said his supplies would last ten das more. 
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Thursday, March 5 

Worked on K & K today. Have 4 tons highgrade ready to 

ship Freighter will be here tomorrow. 

everybody in camp drunk this evening, measured wood 

today. 

Clear & warm. 

Friday, March 6 

Salcido came today, brot balance of wedges, took 3 ton to 

Tierra Prieta will come tomorrow for 

the balance. 44 sacks cone, and 80 highgrade. Assayed 

this A.M. Tails 4.8, heads 71.28 cone 1428. 4 West winze 

126. Highgrade 456.9 

Clear and wann partly cloudy part of day. 

Dad mother and Jane came this evening 

Saturday, March 7 

Went to see presidente in Cumpas today about cleaning up 
camp. Morales pumped at San Luis today. 

Cloudy and windy all day Raining this evening. 

Sunday, March 8 

Folks left for Douglas today. 7A.M. Worked on K & K. 
mach. Police took a couple of drunks to town today. 
Cloudy and wind, colder. 

Monday, March 9 

Trin. went to town with his new horse. Worked on K. & K 
with Morales. Vasquez returned 

from Cumpas at noon with Dan & Sam. Camp rather quiet 
since police took drunks to town. 

Clear and cold. 


Tuesday, March 10 

Trin returned this evening. Traded his new horse for a 
cow. Worked on K & K. Made a plane to cut groove in 
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boards for K K shell. Camp still quiet tho the two 
prisoners are back in camp. Rather expect to hear from 
Dad tomorrow, today he was to have his conference with 
Greenway. 

Clear and wann. 

Wednesday, March 11 
March 12 

Forgot to write here yest. Worked on K. & K. all day 
Clear, cold wind. 

Clinoli came today, going to survey some claims near 
here. 

Tuesday, March 12 

Worked on K & K. today, opened ball mill, must put new 
liners in before we can run. 

Clear and cold wind. 

Friday, March 13 

Sent Trin after mail today. Worked on K & K. Reed 
letter from Dad and one from Cloud. Martin Higginson 
came today, is spending the night here. 

Cloudy this evening and cold. 

Saturday, March 14 

Martin H left after dinner. Worked on K. & K. Think 
will finish it tomorrow. Also had mex taking out broken 
liner and putting in one of the old Manganese steel liners. 
Slightly cloudy and cold. 

Sunday, March 15 

Reed letter from Dad today that A Paul is coming down in 
a day or so. Worked on K & K nearly finished. Stringers 
of lead and petanque showing in 4 W.W. 

Clear and wanner. 
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Monday, March 16 17 

Forgot to write yest. Dad & Cloud came with letter from 
Jane saying she had won in the prelim singing contest 
which means she will sing in Nogales Apr. 3 & 4 th Dad 
& Cloud are in good spirits. A. Paul and Greenway 
wanted a present of the San Nic. 

Clear & warm. 

Salcido came today with gas eng. 

Tuesday, March 17 

Finished K & K mach. today, think it will work fine now. 
Will start setting eng & pump at shaft 
in front of Martinezes in A.M. Dad & Cloud left this A.M. 
for Douglas. 

Clear and wann. 

Wednesday, March 18 

Moved engine & pump jack to well and strung pipe line to 
sump. Mill is ready to run. Hope pump and things come 
tomorrow. Ramon went to town this evening. 

Clear and wann. 

Bees are making honey, can see new comb in the old hive. 
Thursday, March 19 

Went to San Luis mine today. Water in mine level with 
creek bed. Also went to Tobacachi and Capulin Canon 
about the same amt of water running as there was two 
months ago. Pipe line from S.L. broke this A.M. repaired 
it this afternoon. 

Cld Hazy and wann. 

Saturday, March 21 

Worked on pump yest and today. Got it running this 
evening and pumped to sump, at mill. 

Got some very good ore from 4W.W. today. Have felt as 
tho I had the flu for two or three days. 
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Looks like rain. 

Sunday, March 22 

Washed boiler today Morales pumped from San Luis. 

Trin. Rivas quit yest. Have felt rotten 

today. Sent for Keystone catalog. Wrote Claude. 

Few clouds today. 

Monday, March 23 

Ran mill today. Repaired K & K. works fine. Lowered 
the water in Martinez well 28’ with gas pump. Water level 
this evening is 43’ from collar. Ruiz fired today. Valencia 
had sore eye. worked on crusher. 

Tuesday, March 24 

Ran mill today. Got no water back until noon. Lowered 
water in Martinez well 28’ yest and it raised 7' by this 
A.M. and lowered it 30 ft today, water stood at 66’ this 
evening. 

Slightly cloudy all day 

Ruiz fired again today. Beautiful piece of ore from 4 WW 
today showing ruby silver. Car of ore came up tday from 
4 WW. 

Wednesday, March 25 

Ran mill today. Valencia went back firing. Gained on 
water in tank today Also reached the drift in Martinez 
shaft, water stood at 70’ this evening. Lowered 3’ in about 
10 hrs. Looked very much like rain this evening 4 cars 
good ore from 4WW today. John said winze was all ore 
today (4 cars 50.48oz) 

Friday, March 27 

Forgot to write yest's events. Ran mill yest and today. 

Had a lot of belt trouble today. 
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Finished pumping from Martinez well at noon today. 
Salsido came yest with 7 liners and 2000’ x 2" pipe., 
orator compound and cup. grease 
Cloudy and windy. Sprinkled 

Saturday, March 28 

Sacked 48 sacks ore today. Reynaldo dried cone. Cone, 
look very good. More ore from 4WW today. Looking 
good. 

Clear and wann. 

Monday, March 30 

Finished drying cone today. 53 cone, and sacked 21 sacks 
ore making 69 sacks ore. Salcido will be in Nacozari 
Saturday. Went San Luis this evening to measure water in 
winze in old works. Water over 50’ deep. Arthur Houle 
came to camp today, looked at the ore pile and nosed 
around the surface and asked questions. 

Cloudy this evening. 

Tuesday, March 31 

Ran assays today. Morales started moving pipe to San 
Luis this afternoon. — Quir .. working on Boiler # 1 fire 
box. Noticed small drip in patch of # 1 Boiler today. 

Windy and cloudy part of the day. 

Special Data 


Mill Has Run 

Heads 

Tails 

Cone 

Mar 23 

- 7hr 

52.6 

4.64 


” 24- 

8” 

48. 

3.72 

5 3 sax 

” 25 - 

8 ” 

50.16 

2.74 


" 26- 

7 ” 




” 27- 

7 ” 





cone 1422.12 oz. 
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4W W average from 4 cars 
sent up on 25th March 
WW Highgrade 
cone 53 sacks 
Shipping ore 69 sacks 

Average Heads 50.2 lsd 
" Tails 3.11 

80 tons milled 37hrs run 
94 % savings 

Wednesday, April 1 
Old man Morales hauling pipe to S.L. today made two 
trips. 46 pipes. Made truck to haul 
pump to S.L. today. Miguel Duran is back in town today 
Burros were too tired today yesterday to haul pipe. Ramon 
got back from trip to Sonora River today. 

Thursday, April 2 

The pipe is all over to S.L. and men will start laying 
tomorrow. Bot a pair of shoes from store this evening. 
Pulled pump from well today, will move it as soon as I get 
back. 

Clear and cool this AM. but hot afternoon. 

Friday, April 3 

Left mine this AM. ate lunch at Old maids in Cumpas. 

Had talk with Juan Manuel. Said Lane is still owing him. 
Arrived Nacozari 4:30P.M. Mr Humphrey also arrived 
from Hueriqito We had quite a talk. 

Clear and cold this A.M. 

Saturday, April 4 

Salsido arrived 8 a.m. with ore and cone, got adv. and bot 
supplies, left Nacozari 3 P.M. arrived Cumpas 5:30 P.M. 
Reed wire from Mother in Nogales and letter from Mother 


50.48oz. ag 
966.36oz ag 
1422.12” " 
3S&M" " 
390.08" " 
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and Dad. Wired Mr Cloud news of winze, left for mine 
6:15 arrived mine 9:10. 

Sunday, April 5 

Moved pump jack and engine to S.L. well. Tired tonight. 
Ramon pulled engine with Tequilla. was a big help. 

Clear and chilly in A.M. 

Monday, April 6 

Moved pumpjack and engine to S.L. mine. Used Sam to 
pull. Molina came today. Paid him for wood and timber 
cut on his ground. 

Clear. Quite chilly this morning. 

Tuesday, April 7 

Put in .tulls and platform for pump at S.L. today. Ruiz 
went home about 8 O.C. 

Clear and hot thru day but cold in AM and evening 
Wednesday, April 8 

Pump about ready to run. will get started early tomorrow. 
Bees swarmed again today. Hived them this evening. 
Largest swarm Ive seen. Also robbed the old hive. Ruiz 
still off. Noticed fire in the Sierra Madera today on south 
end. 

Clear and wann thru the day, cold nights 
Thursday, April 9 

Got pump at S.L. started today. Will fire up boiler 
tomorrow. Hot in sun today New bees seem to be O.K. 
Fire still burning on east side of Sierra Madera. Made 
connection bet. E3 & E4 yest. Survey aparently O.K. Ore 
still in winze in W4. Wrote Jane today 
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Friday, April 10 

Pumped about 7 or 8 thou gal from S.L. Mine today, 
lowered water three feet in mine. 

Quite hot today, slightly cloudy. Ruiz still off. 

Saturday, April 11 

Ruiz came back to work today. Worked around mill. Had 
a tough day at S.L. no steam and gas engine balking. 
Running nicely at quitting time. Then found break in pipe 
line bet. ta nk and camp. Fire on west side of Sierra 
Madera today but still confined to south end. 

Slightly cloudy and hot. 

Sunday, April 12 

Fine steam at S.L. boiler today since blowing out lower 
flues and taking out one grate bar. Spring on governor of 
gas engine broke today and held us up for an hour. 

Engine working better now. Running water into wooden 
ta nk at mine this evening. 

Clear and hot 

Political propagandists in camp today. 

Monday, April 13 

S.L. pumps worked fine today. Had deuce of a time with 
wooden ta nk at mine. Salcido came today, with lumber 
liners fuse pwdr rope etc. Bees swanned from old box 
again. Caught them this evening. Fire still bad in Cumpas 
mts and think this range on fire as smoke is coming from 
west. 

Clear and hot. 

Reed letter from Jane & one from Claude. 

Tuesday, April 14 

Ran mill today. 8hrs Reyes Duran fired at San Luis today. 
Eraclio Martinez had a fit last night. Things ran better 
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today. Only thing happened today was with crusher, 
which they let work loose. Fixt it this evening 
Smokey today and hot. 

Wednesday, April 15 

Ran til 6.oc but lost 2 hrs mending engine belt. Milled 
practicaly all day on W.W. ore also yest. 

Hot today 92° in the shade 

Trinidads boy came this evening with teleg from Dad at 
Agua Prieta. 

Thursday, April 16 

Ran until six today but lost 2 14 hrs with engine belt 
slipping. Shortened it 3". Also the ball 
mill belt 1 14 ". Got about a 1000 gal of water back today. 
Hot all day. 93° in shade. 

Friday, April 17 

Ran mill about 7 hrs. Broken belt in wedge on connecting 
rod of engine caused a little delay. Fire still burning in 
Sierra Madera. Put bean grass in bee hives Got stung in 
the eye 

Hot today 92° in shade. 

Saturday, April 18 

Ran mill from 7 a.m. to 6 P.M. without mishap except 
Ruiz got a bellyache and went home at 3.— I worked as 
helper and played with ball mill. Had it grinding about 2 
3/4 tons per hr and am sure can do better than that. Very 
easy to regulate feed and water. 

Cooler today. 90° in shade. 

Sunday, April 19 

Took liners out of B.M. today. Salcido came today for 
cone, took 40 sacks will be back tomorrow for the rest. 
Not so hot today. 
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Monday, April 20 

Salcido came today after the balance of cone (3 !4 tons). 
Put in set of liners and am ready to run in A.M. 

Cooler today. 75° in shade at noon and cloudy this 
evening. 

Tuesday, April 21 

Ran mill 8 hrs today Things went pretty good until I came 
to dinner then Ruiz let mill fill up to choking point. 
Assayed after dinner and think Ruiz choked mill will find 
out tomorrow. Dad came this evening. Will go back 
tomorrow. 

Cold and windy slightly cloudy. Sprinkled this evening. 
Wednesday, April 22 

Dad left for Douglas after dinner today. Ran mill 8 hrs. 
Ruiz cant seem to regulate the B.M. so it will grind. Trin 
Rivas was out looking for work today. Made blade for my 
pocket Knife. Margaret & I went to San Luis this evening. 
Cold and cloudy. 62° 

Thursday, April 23 

Ran mill today 7 hrs Had some belt trouble Ruiz is doing 
better. Assayed this evening Heads for 21 & 22 ran 17.12 
oz. cone 480. oz tails 1.48 oz and 4WW 3.00 oz 
cold and windy today. 

Marg has been sick in bed all day. 

Friday, April 24 

Ran mill 8 hrs. Only 10’ more water in the San Luis. 
Looks bad. 

Clear and rather chilly. 
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Saturday, April 25 

Boiler feed pump balked today. Hot water line is 
plugged. Also S.L. pump out of order, in fact everything 
went wrong today. 

Cloudy this evening. 

Sunday, April 26 

Cleaned heater (feed water) and changed feed line from 1 
to 1 Vi. Had to lay off, or rather not run mill because was 
short a fireman and pump man and short of water. The 
mex were voting to and it was very quiet. 

Some what warmer today. 

Monday, April 27 

Ran mill today about 7 hrs. Counter weight on crank of 
engine came loose caused some delay. Went to S.L. 
pump is in fair shape. Mill ran fine after got engine fixt. 
Wann today. 

Reed letter from Salcido Dads horse is around Tepachi. 
Sample taken by John from 4WW about April 24- 
assayed today ran 54.28 oz aq. 

Tuesday, April 28 

Ran mill to 6 oc. without mishap. 

Hot and windy. 

Wednesday, April 29 

Ran mill 2 hrs. every thing O.K. today, but about out of 
water. 

Cooler today 80° 

Thursday, April 30 

Mill ran about 7 hrs. Held up an hour fixing K.K. 
(cleaner) Assayed today. Feeling rotten tonight. 

Wann today 
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Special Data 
May 1st 

Ran mill from 7 A.M to 6 P.M. Reynaldo finished 
pumping at S.L. at 2 oc today. Marg & I are still feeling 
rotten. Reynaldo went to town this evening. 

Hot and windy. 

Friday, May 1 

!4 of Chrome to disolve in boiling water and let cool add 
6 # salt 2oz N? SO 4 with enough water 
to cover hide. 

Saturday, May 2 

Did repair work around mill, changed oil in engine and 
sacked 31 sacks ore. 

Wann and windy 

Sunday, May 3 

Everybody laid off today (Dia de la Cruz) None drunk but 
Refujio Martinez and he was quiet as usual. Mex danced 
all morning under our shade. 

Hot and windy. Assayed today. 

Monday, May 4 

Brot gas engine from San Luis this A.M. got as far as the 
big hill with pump we all gave out. Too much fiesta yest I 
guess. 

Hot and some clouds. 

Tuesday, May 5 

Everybody but my men off today and drunk. Got gas 
pump set up and ready to run in A.M. Salcido came 
today. Brot hay and oil (Cyl & Engine) took part of load 
to Tierra Prieta. 

Cloudy and sprinkling 10:15 P.M. 
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Wednesday, May 6 

Ran mill today 8 hrs Vasquez as helper, sprinkled last 
night for a couple hours and looks very much like rain 
again this evening. Lots of lightning and thunder. Salcido 
cam today for balance of load. Nearly everyone was sober 
and back on the job. 

Thursday, May 7 

Ran mill 7 hrs Lost an hr with broken bolts in connecting 
rod in engine. 

Sprinkled this evening. 

Friday, May 8 

Ran mill 8 hrs today. The cooks family came today. Reed 
letter from Dad. 

Cool today. 

Saturday, May 9 

Ran mill 8 hrs. Finished water in Martinez well, this 
evening. Mr. Humphrey came over this afternoon from his 
property, we went down the mine this evening. 

Rather cool today. 

Sunday, May 10 

Came to Cumpas with Humphrey today and up to 
Nacozari with Jim Gat. Margaret came with me to see the 
doctor about her stomach. Passed Salcido below old 
Nacozari. 

Clear and cool. 

Monday, May 11 

Returned this P.M. from Nacozari. Marg feeling better. 
Had to push Jim Gats car up all the hills. Picked R 
Vasquez up in Tierra Prieta. He helped get the car up 
Tobacachi. 

Clear & cool 
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Tuesday, May 12 

Put new valve stem in engine today and shod Sam & Dan. 
Clear and cool. 

Wednesday, May 13 

Went to Hoyas ranch with Vasquez last night at eleven 
and started on lion hunt at 2.30 AM. Dogs caught a pig at 
3 A.M. and found lion about 3.— but he got away by 
climbing some blufs. At 8 A.M. found fresh track but 
dogs to tired to trail. Got home at noon. 

Thursday, May 14 
Repaired skip today. 

Clear and cool. 

Friday, May 15 

Ran mill 8 hrs today Had trouble with both engine belt & 
BM belt. Cool and cloudy today. Rode down to Hoyas 
Ranch this evening. Lions killed another colt a couple of 
days ago. 

12P.M. 

Dad, mother, and Jane got here in the car at 10 P.M. 
Saturday, May 16 

Had strawberry short cake today and lots of nice things 
mother brot me. 

Wanning up now days the nights are cool. 

Sunday, May 17 

Went down the mine today with Dad grab sample from 
muck at 4 west Winze ran 15.25 oz. Winze is down over 
80 ft. Sample from 4E Raise ran 42. oz. Wann today. 
Robbed the bees this evening got 12 lbs strained honey 
making about 40 lbs from that hive since catching it 
a year ago. 
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Monday, May 18 

Dad and mother left today for Douglas Marg went with 
them Will meet Alice, & I hope Marion, in Douglas. 
Repaired rock chute at shaft today. 

Wann today but cool this evening 

Tuesday, May 19 

Loafed today. Rather hot and hazy. 

Wednesday, May 20 

Went to Hoyas ranch with R.V. last night to see if the 
lions were behaving and to look for Jim. He had spent the 
day there and then followed Davies to Agua Buena. 
Followed them up and brot Jim back, got back at 5 A.M. 
Made a water trough today. 

Hot today and this evening. 

Thursday, May 21 

Water in S.L. mine has raised about two ft since May 1- 
Started babbiting engine this afternoon. 

Hot today and this evening. 

Friday, May 22 
Worked on engine today. 

Hot and still hot this evening 
Started corn mash. 

Saturday, May 23 
Worked on Crusher today. 

Hot and clear. 

Sunday, May 24 

Finished babbiting crusher today. Found new cotter 
wedge for crank bearing of engine today. Jane and I went 
after passion flowers this evening and brot home four of 
them. Last year they refused to grow. 
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Hot all day and this evening. 

Monday, May 25 

Pumped water to S.L. tank from S.N. to keep ta nk from 
drying up. Gave Reynaldo Vasquez a lesson in assaying 
today. Cleaned flues in # 2 boiler today. 

Hot and cloudy. 

Tuesday, May 26 

Started raining at 4 A.M. and sprinkled for about an hour. 
Worked around mill all day. Started raining again at 4 
P.M. and is still raining quite hard at 6. Looks as tho the 
rain is general. May have enough water to run the mill 
tomorrow or the day after. 

Wednesday, May 27 

Laid off today. Nice rain yest evening but not enough to 
do us any good. Horses ran away in the rain and followed 
them from 7 to 10 P.M. but couldn't overtake them. 
Ramon went after them this am Got back about noon. 
Martin Higginson came this afternoon and is staying all 
night. 

Very cool last night and cool today. 

Thursday, May 28 

Worked alone on crusher today. Finally got the jaiv out. 
Will get it fixt tomorrow. 

Sprinkled about 3.30 P.M. today. Quite cool. 

Friday, May 29 

Finished the crusher today. Will grind to Vi " now. Also 
leveled it up Cloudy today and looked like rain, rained 
toward Cumpas Ramon went to town today. John brot up 
a speciman from the W.W. at 500 today. 
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Saturday, May 30 

Surveyed to 4W.W. this AM. started taking up pipe line 
to S.L. Mine this afternoon. Distilled this evening 

Sunday, May 31 

The water in S.L. mine has raised 2 ft since the 1 st of the 
month. Took S.L. line out of the wash. Gave Reynaldo 
another lesson today in assaying. 

Cool today. 

Monday, June 1 

Surveyed from Capulin Canon above falls to mine today. 
Distance 6700’. This evening Jane and I rode down to 
Tierra Prieta. We are having cool weather for this time of 
year. 

Tuesday, June 2 

Surveyed around the hill today from falls to pass 1 % 

grade. Aprox 9000’. diff in elev. aprox 

325’. 

Cool today. 

Wednesday, June 3 

Pulled sinker to surface today. Got mail, a letter from M. 
and papers. 

Cool 

Thursday, June 4 

Morales cleaned # 2 boiler today. Vasquez assayed Jane 
was sick at her stomach all morning. Started corn mash 
this afternoon. 

Rather cool all day. 

Friday, June 5 

Half the camp drunk tonight. Evidently the booze is up at 
Chavez. Reynaldo in Cumpas today. 
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Cool today. 

Saturday, June 6 

R. Vasquez returned from Cumpas today. Brot mail. Had 
welcome letter from Margaret. Martin H. came this 
afternoon. Dance at Chavez this evening. 

Cool. 

Sunday, June 7 

Martin H left today for Cumpas. Quiet today and cool. 
Jane and I walked to Tobacachi this evening. 

Monday, June 8 

Rode down to Hoyas ranch and rode over the hills with 
Reynaldo and his father in law. The lions are still killing 
colts. Had a letter from Claude today, he is going fishin. 
about the 21 st . Would sure like to go along. 

Wanner today. 92° in shade. 



Lee Neer’s brother Claude (left) died of appendicitis in 
August 1925, two months after his last appearance in 
these diaries. 
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Tuesday, June 9 

Reed word today from Hoyas Ranch that they had found a 
kill to come and get the lion. All ready to start after 
supper. 

Hot. 98° in shade 
Wednesday, June 10 

Went down to Hoyas ranch yest evening. Started after the 
lion at 2 A.M. Beautiful moonlight night. Reynaldo and 
Alejo aproaching the kill from the east with two dogs and 
Ramon, his father and I with four dogs aproaching from 
the west. Colo was the first to bay after a short run of 
about 300 yds the lion was treed. By 3A.M the lion was 
tied on Sam and we were ready for another. We followed 
its mate about a mile but the dogs were too tired and lost 
the trail. All six dogs were scratched up. The lion fought 
both before he was treed and after he was crippled. 

It sure was some fiesta and rather exciting. Expect Marg 
tomorrow. 



Lee’s description of the lion hunt mentions Reynaldo, 
Alejo, Ramon and his father. 
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Thursday, June 11 

Loafed all day. It was hot again today. Was disappointed 
again. Marg didn't come Printed pictures of the lion today 
also of the Martinez kids. 

Friday, June 12 

Loafed again today. Today is San Antonios day. The 
music is here and Valincias Palon is doing a good 
business this evening. 

88° in the shade today. 

Saturday, June 13 

Margaret, Marion, Alice an Kathleen Carless came this 
evening. 

Sunday, June 14 

Went to Cumpas today to see Jesus Sabarin. He was very 
pleasant and agreeable. Saw lion tracks in Tierra Prieta. 

Monday, June 15 

Loafed today. Am sure enjoying our company. Not so hot 
today but rather warm in the house and sprinkling. Looks 
as tho it might rain. 

Tuesday, June 16 

Opened K&K and found the other two old wheels were all 
broken. Will get things in shape for a run while Wilson is 
here. Martin H. came to meet Beauchamp again today. 

Wednesday, June 17 

Marg. Marion, Alice, Kathleen, Jane & I walked over to 
Capulin Canon. Marion got to the 1- cave. Jane. K., and 
I went to the upper one. Marg & Alice staid down the 
canon. Vasquez & Morales worked on the K&K. 
Beauchamp didn’t come. Martin went back. 
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Thursday, June 18 

Morales & Reynaldo worked in K&K. finished today. 
Friday, June 19 

Wanner today. Vasquez and Morales off today. Both 
boilers are cleaned and ready to run. 

Sprinkling this evening Alejo was here today and tells me 
he killed another lion, making four in all. This is the 1 st 
female. 

Saturday, June 20 

Sultry and warm today. Sprinkled a little and looks very 
much like rain this evening. Dad and Wilson didn’t come 
this evening. Made a cot for them too. 

Sunday, June 21 

Dad, Wilson, and Dirks got here at noon today. Had to be 
vacinated at the line. Marion and Kathleen left just after 
dinner, should be in Nacozari by now. 

Sultry and sprinkling. 

Monday, June 22 

Dad, Wilson and Dirks left after supper. Dirks went thru 
the mine and I think was favorably imprest. Have a hunch 
we can do biz. with him. Ran mill 11 hrs to show Dirks 
how it was done. Mill behaved beautifully. 

Sultry and sprinkling at 7P.M. 

Tuesday, June 23 

Ran mill 8 hrs today without misshap. Margaret and I rode 
around by the Consuelo this evening. Got a swarm of 
bees for Morales. Rained a little about noon. Looks as tho 
it may rain this evening. 


Wednesday, June 24 
Dried cone today 
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Hot and sultry. Sprinkled. 

Thursday, June 25 

Rode over to S.L. today no water there yet. 

Sprinkled. 

Friday, June 26 

Rod around by Capulin today with R. Vasquez.Saw two 
deer 

Sprinkled. 

Saturday, June 27 

Dug ditches acrost the road on Tobacachi hill today. 
Sprinkled 

Sunday, June 28 

Went to Cumpas today. River ran today for the 1 st time 

this year 

Sprinkled. 

Monday, June 29 

Assayed today. Salcido came at noon brot g..l and took 21 
sax cone. 

Sprinkled. 

Tuesday, June 30 

Put on conveyor belt for B.M. feed. 

Sprinkled. 

Wednesday, July 1 

Mex told us this evening the S.L. well was full, 
light showers, cool. 

Thursday, July 2 

Morales brot over 19 burro loads of pipe from S.L. (36 ? ). 
No water in S.L. well 
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Sprinkled this evening. 

Friday, July 3 

Sprinkled today and when the mex brot Dans hay he said 
the S.L. wash was running so RVasquez Morales and I 
went over and filled the boiler. Will run the mill 
tomorrow. 

Saturday, July 4 

Got about 6 hrs rain today in the mill. Went to S.L. after 
dinner and Eraclio had the boiler dry. Burned the three 
top rows of flues. May get them tightened tomorrow. 
Plenty water in well now. 

Cool all day. Light shower this evening. Martin 
Higginson came this afternoon. 

Got three good water melons today. 

Sunday, July 5 

Rolled flues in S.L. boiler today and fired up at noon, 
pumped til dark. 

No rain today. 

Monday, July 6 

Started mill this A.M. But Reyes Duran to Nac SL. 
pump, Came to Nacozari. 21 sax cone, assayed by ? ran 
1250. but didn’t check. Read telegram from Mother said 
Dad was in Nae El.P. buying supplies. Sent 10 bxs pwder 
to Cumpas with Ignasio. Mill ran 8 hrs 

Tuesday, July 7 
Nacozari 

Got pwdr and creosote and took K&K spider to carpenter 
shop to have pattern made Trains are running both ways 
daily to Douglas now. Mill ran 12 hrs 
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Wednesday, July 8 
Nacozari 

Salazar left today for Cumpas with balls and creosote and 
pwdr Returned to mine this evening. Slim Belcher told 
me he saw Dad in Douglas this morning Mill ran 8 hrs 

Thursday, July 9 

Ran mill 12 hrs today. Pumped from Martinez well today, 
for the mill now-water in well at S.L. Rode over this 
evening and took plug out of ? Went to show this 
evening but it started to rain as soon as the paiaso came 
out. 

Friday, July 10 

Ran mill 12 hrs today. Duran pumped from S.L. went to 
the show again tonight but the rain busted it up. Assayed 
today and checked my 1332.6 assay with the control .ast 
gave me. Got 1330. oz. 

Saturday, July 11 

Went to the mex show this evening. Rain broke it up 
again. Couldn't run mill for lack of water. 

Hot today. 

Sunday, July 12 

Mill ran 8 hrs today. Not grinding much for lack of balls. 
Balls should be here tomorrow. Alice & Jane & I walked 
over to S.L. tank this evening. Sprinkled and lots of 
lightning. 

Monday, July 13 

Dad came this evening in the new Ford. Got here about 
4.— P.M By 7P.M. the tailing pond went out. We had one 
of the hardest rains Ive seen in a long time and happened 
to be prepared for it. 
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Tuesday, July 14 

Ran mill till 6— but was an hr late starting and shut down 
from 9-10:30 with broken elev. belt. Also had to go to 
S.L. and fix break in pipe line. Put 1000 # balls in the mill 
today. 

Wednesday, July 15 

Ran mill 11 hrs. Hot and sultry. Martin came this evening 
to see Dad. Dad & I walked to Tierra Prieta after supper. 

Thursday, July 16 

Ran mill 11 tiH-hrs. Hot and sultry. R. Vasquez went to 
town at 9.oc. Dad went to see the San Jose and San 
Pasqual. 

Friday, July 17 

Went to Hoyas Ranch working on road in new Ford Ran 
mill 8 hrs. Paid Molina today for timber to July 1- and 
wood to June 1-. 

Saturday, July 18 

Worked on pipe line to dam above camp. No water to run 
mill today. Dad left today. Martin went to Cumpas in 
Ford with Dad, but missed Reynaldo when he returned. 

Sunday, July 19 

Ran mill 11 hrs. Think we made a better saving today 
after putting in a couple of riffles in K. & K. Will have to 
go and put a flue in S.L. boiler tomorrow. 

Monday, July 20 

Put new flue in boiler at S.L. The flues are in bad shape. 
Margaret made sherbet again today, it sure goes good. 
Clinoli came today has finished surveying. The S.N.T 
Ranch. 

Hot and sultry and looked like rain until evening. 
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Tuesday, July 21 

Forty years old today but not fat Ran mill 11 hrs today. 
Hot but no rain Having trouble with boiler at S.L. No 
steam. Jane sprained her ankle today. 

Wednesday, July 22 

No water to run mill today. Morales went to help Eraclio. 
took a grate bar out and fire bums better. Pumped about 
20,000 gal water today 
Hot and sultry. 

Thursday, July 23 

Ran mill today. lOhrs. Had to shut down and tighten belt 
on engine. Pump broke down at S.L. Put in a new x head. 
Plnty water today. Looks like rain this evening. Reynaldo 
Lopez was here today wants to talk to Dad. Suppose he 
wants to sell his ranch. 

Friday, July 24 

Ran mill about 10 hrs R Vasquez went to town for oil but 
could not get acrost Cumpas river, got back at 4:30 and I 
went back to Cumpas with him. The water had gone down 
some and we got thru with the car, got the oil and got 
back about 10°° 

Very sultry. 

Saturday, July 25 

Lost three hrs with elevator break down Put on another 
shift in mill, things are going nicely this evening. 

Sunday, July 26 

Two full shifts in the mill today with out mishap. Rode 
over to S.L. and went over the pump for Eraclio. He is 
getting along nicely with it. Started raining about 6 oc and 
is still raining at 10. 



44 | Volume 1 

Monday, July 27 

Mill working nicely today. ? shifts. Good ore this 
evening. Fixt Janes shoes today and she was able to use 
her ankle, got around pretty good on it. 

Wednesday, July 29 

Salcido came today and took 115 sacks cone to Tierra 
Prieta. Will return for more. 

Thursday, July 30 

Went to Nacozari today with R.V. in Ford, rained all day 
but got back to Cumpas in evening. The K&K spiders 
will be cast Sat. 

Friday, July 31 

Rained last night and river up this A.M. Got stuck in 
Cumpas river and had to be pulled out. Crossed this 
evening easy. Reached Tierra Prieta and left the car came 
on a foot. Salcido was unable to return yest or day before 
for the bal. of cone. 

Special Data 

215 50 

165 165 

265 
60 
540 

81? 60 27 

60 40 

540 

60 

480 

60 

540 assayed 
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21 not 
561 


16 th 20 
17- 17 

18 th 4 

Saturday, August 1 

Having a hard time to keep up steam. Wet wood and dirty 
boilers Had to shut down several times today and wait for 
a steam. 

Cloudy but no rain. 

Salcido came for balance of load today but doubt if he can 
make Cumpas. 

Sunday, August 2 

R.Vasquez worked on road today with four men. says 
road is in good shape now to Hoyos ranch. Old Trinidad 
left me again today. Poor Trini. Reed telegram today 
from Dad he will be in Nacozari the 5—. 

Monday, August 3 

Cleaned # 2 boiler today. They are in bad shape. Ramon 
went to town today on Sam. Had a hard time to put the 
bridal on Sam. 

Tuesday, August 4 

Started mill at 8am. will run til 12 P.M. Has worked 
nicely today. RVasquez is going to make an early start to 
town in A.M. to meet Dad and bring supplies. 

Wednesday, August 5 

Reynaldo went to Nacozari today, dont expect him back 
before tomorrow. Had a big wind and rain last night, shut 
down the mill at eleven. Jane and I walked down to the 
hot. of Tobacachi hill this evening. The javalin died today. 
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Tuesday, August 18 

Came down from Douglas today. RV was waiting for me 
in Nacozari. Brot down B.S. Coal and coal tar. Met 
Salcido in Tierra Prieta. Had 265 sacks cone Humphry 
came to Nacozari from Douglas also. Mill running but 
not much steam Lost about three hrs on acct of steam. 

Wednesday, August 19 

Mill running tho lost 5hrs with K.&K. Burning green 
wood entirely now and hard to keep up steam. Ran some 
assays today. 

Thursday, August 20 

Mill ran today tho poor steam, lost about 2 hrs, no steam. 
Assayed all day. Started raining about 
3oc. and is still raining at 9—. 

Friday, August 21 

Mill ran today lost quite a bit of time for lack of steam. 
Green wood. Assayed today, caught up on the assaying 
that piled up while I was away. Had quite a rain today. 81 
sax cone on hand (dry) tonight. Scorpion stung Julian 
Vasquez baby today. 

Saturday, August 22 

RVasquez went to Nacozari this morning after Dad Got 
back about 5:30 Jensen and Beauchamp came with him. 
Mill running today. Assayed after dinner, went down 
mine this a.m. 97 sax cone on hand. 

Sunday, August 23 

Spent the day looking over the works with Bill Jensen 
planing what we were going to do. K.&K broke down this 
evening. Got it repaired by 9—. Am going to the Verde 
tomorrow with Bill to see the compressor 
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Monday, August 24 

Drove over to Tuiaja Colorada with Jensen today, could 
have gone with car to Verde. Reynaldo came with the 
horses and we rode up to see the compressor Jensen thinks 
it will be O.K. 

Tuesday, August 25 

Jensen left today for the Verde to take the compressor 
apart preparatory to moving it over they are going thru to 
the Verde in the car. Expect them back tomorrow. My old 
swann of bees are wonny so I destroyed the hive. The 
other seem to bee doing well. 

Wednesday, August 26 

Dad rode over to San Jose today. Martin came just as Dad 
returned. Jensen got back from the Verde this afternoon, 
repairing K&K all morning. Had men working on road to 
mine this AM. Salazar took 5 tons cone today. 

Thursday, August 27 

Jensen returned to the Verde today with the teams to get 
compressor Assayed some samples for John today. 
Martin returned to Cabezas today Dad & Beauchamp left 
for Douglas this morning. 

Friday, August 28 

Finished road to mine mill running. Shut down twice 
today for steam. Engine blew its packing 
and lost the belt this evening, lost about 20 minutes. 
Reynaldo Vasquez has reed three letters, picked up about 
camp that I think were written by Ruiz. He is back in 
Camp after going to town to see what he could do about 
collecting half time for a sore hand. 
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Saturday, August 29 

Elevator belt broke today. Will be lucky if it finishes 
what little ore we have out. Eighty six sacks cone on hand 
this evening R.Vasquez assayed today. Jensen hasnt come 
back suppose he has gone to Martins to see what he can 
pick up. 

Sunday, August 30 

Ran the mill to 6—and shut down to get ready to si nk . 
Jensen came back from the Verde with the compressor. 
Martin came today. 

Monday, August 31 

Got the compressor up to the mine today and unloaded. 
Salcido loaded 86 sacks con but will not leave till 
tomorrow and will return in afternoon for more 

Special Data 

Salcido will reach Nacozari with bal of cone, about Sept 
7 th or 8 th . See Bitix about machines. 

Tuesday, September 1 

Moved little pump on 400 to new sump. Salcido left today 
and will return tomorrow for bal of load. Rained hard this 
afternoon and then settled down to an all night rain. 
Reynaldo took ten sax cone, to Nacozari but Dad didn’t 
come Got wire from him brot out by Jim Carr He will be 
here the 3—. 

Wednesday, September 2 

The teams came back this morning and finished loading, 
taking 135 sax in all. worked on skip 
today and repacked the pump. Jensen worked on 
compressor. Cars left today. Reynaldo got back today 
could not get acrost the Cumpas Tier? river last nite. 
Brot back bacon butter & coal tar. 
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Thursday, September 3 

Dad came in this this evening. Sent 10 sax by Ford again 
today. Fixt skip today. Will get at compressor tomorrow. 

Friday, September 4 

Martin Started in the shaft at noon. Geo Moore came this 
evening. 

Saturday, September 5 

Sr Huajardo came today with a dislocated shoulder. I sent 
him to Cumpas in the Ford. He had just come up from 
Durango and said he saw Brooks & B sent his regards. 
Dad went to San Jose with Geo. Moore today. 

Sunday, September 6 

Dad went to Moot in the Ford this A.M. but on his way 
back took stage to Nacozari. I left the mine at 5oc and 
came thru to Nacozari with 1100 # cone. 

Monday, September 7 

Loading cone, to day. 37.3 tons Mr. Horton told Dad and 
I this A.M. they could let us have all kinds of drilling 
machines. 

Tuesday, September 8 

Came to Douglas today on freight. Dad met me in A.P. 
Dirks & Wilson will be here to go down Sat. 

Wednesday, September 9 

Dad went to El Paso this evening, will be back tomorrow 
Gone to see about balls. 

Thursday, September 10 

Went to Bisbee this afternoon after packing and supplies. 
Met the Cochise Rock Drill man and had a talk with him. 
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Hes a swede of course. Mother just phoned and said Dad 
was home. 

Friday, September 11 

Dirks arrived this evening, Wilson this A.M. We will 
leave for the mine tomorrow. 

Saturday, September 12 

Came down today with Dad, Dirks & Wilson. Got orders 
from the Guardo Forestal to stop cutting wood. Came out 
from Cumpas with aprox 1400 lbs on the Ford. 

Sunday, September 13 

Ran some samples today with for Wilson Dad & Dirks 
rode over to San Luis this afternoon. 

Monday, September 14 

Rode to San Jose and San Pasqual with Dad, Dirks & 
Wilson. Was surprised at the surface showing on the 
properties. Brot back some samples. John left this 
morning. 

Tuesday, September 15 

Refujio Martinez and Eulalio Riveros were blasted in the 
shaft last night. E.R. lived about an hour and R.M. about 
4 hrs. They were taken to Cumpas this P.M. for burial. 
Wilson & Dirks left this afternoon. 

Wednesday, September 16 

Today was the most "triste" 16—of Sept Ive seen for some 
time. Bill put in the new bell lime in the shaft this 
afternoon. The judge went down the shaft this A.M. 

Thursday, September 17 

Came up to Nacozari in the Ford with Dad today. 4 hrs 
and 20 min from the mine here. Saw Mr Littlewood about 
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getting some repair work done for compressor. Met Mr. 
Anderson of the Canario prop. 

Friday, September 18 

Dad left this A.M. for Douglas. Spent most of the day at 
the mach. shop. Have had very bad cold but some better 
this evening. 

Saturday, September 19 

Got repairs for comp, and returned to S.N. Could not get 
pwdr (60%) at Pilares and I don’t want their Machines. 
The first time Ive been to Pilares 

Sunday, September 20 

Left SN. this AM. for Cananea. Got as far as where Dad 
Judd & I camped five yrs ago. 

Monday, September 21 

Came thru Bacuachi this AM. Cananea 3 P.M. No 7/8" 
60% in Cananea. Reached Douglas 7o.c. 

Tuesday, September 22 

Phoned the Ti.... today to see about getting pwdr (60%) 
They can let me have 3 bxs mach pwdr. 

Wednesday, September 23 

Put in order today for 8 machines. D.R. Drills and hose 
and fittings. Went to Bisbee this afternoon to meet Dad. 
He had started for Nogales to get pennit to cut timber but 
met the mex agent in Nogales and returned to get some 
papers fixt up. 
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Thursday, September 24 

Kimmins Johnson 4 and his wife came in this evening, the 
first time Ive seen Kim since we were in Angola. They are 
staying at the Gadsen tonight. 



Belle Neer, pictured here in Douglas, Arizona in 1910, 
was the wife of Lee Neer’s brother Claude. 


4 Delbert Kimmins Johnson, Lee Neer’s half-cousin. Both men are 
grandsons of Luther Hunt Johnson, Lee via his mother Ida Jane 
Johnson and grandmother Mary Jane Bowlby and Delbert Kimmins 
via his father Delbert Johnson and grandmother Loisa Jarrard. 
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Friday, September 25 

Kim & wife are staying at Mothers tonight. We are all 
going to the mts tomorrow. 

Saturday, September 26 

Kim & Peggy, Belle Mother, Dad, Alice Jane, Marg and I 
came up to Cave, creek this morning. The Ford behaved 
fine. 

Sunday, September 27 

Returned from Cave Creek today. Kim & his wife, Alice, 
Marg & I walked up the Canon and saw four deer. 

Monday, September 28 

Went to Cananea today and got 6 bxs 60% mach pwdr. 
Got back to A.P. about 6 oc P.M. Kimmins left today for 
Tucson. 

Tuesday, September 29 

Wired and telephond Cananea today. R.V. is camped 
about a mile out of A.P. Cannot leave with the pwdr until 
I get wire stating I bot pwdr in Cananea. 

Wednesday, September 30 

Finally got R.V. started for the mine at 10A.M. but had a 
Heck of a time with the mex. Comandante. RV. put new 
front springs in Ford today while I was talking to costoms 
officials. 

Special Data 

(All of the following items were checked off.) 

doz 1/8” x Vi" bushing 
“ 1/3” x 3/8” 
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“ 3/8” x 1 / 2 ” 

Bacon 
7/8 x Va iron 

y 2 x 2” “ 

Water 3/4 x 15” 

Fuse 

Saturday, October 3 

Came up to Cave Creek this evening with Irwin, left 
Douglas at 7 P.M. 

Sunday, October 4 

Got a spiked buck this evening. Feeling rotten with my 
cold and headache. 

Monday, October 5 

Got back from the mts this afternoon. Saw 18 deer on the 
trip. Irwin missed his big buck this a.m. 

Tuesday, October 6 

Mr & Mrs Reid came this evening on their way back from 
N.?. Will stay a few days. Bot a new Studebaker today. 

Wednesday, October 7 

Got the drills today from Bisbee Also drove over in the 
new car and went to the top of the hill, it works 
beautifully. 

Thursday, October 8 

Paid duty on Ford today and got mach's and drills acrost 
the line. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


55 



The Studebaker, with Oliver Lee Neer sitting in front. 


Friday, October 9 

Left Agua Prieta about 11 oc A.M. Got my guns but the 
mex had shot most of my amunition away. Got as far as 
dirt dam above Purica killed a duck for supper. 

Saturday, October 10 

Got back to S.N. today about 4 P.M. and W.J. was sure 
wild however got him calmed down before bed time. 

Sunday, October 11 

Paid off today and went around the works with Bill. Hes 
doing a good job on the boilers. Am anxious to see how 
the new ? steam line works. 

Monday, October 12 

Came to Nacozari today in Ford after timber and supplies. 
No 8x8 here but can get 8x10. Big hail storm here today 
before I got in. 
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Tuesday, October 13 

Returned to camp today, brot 200 # BS coal 200 # Carbide 
.25/ ? ice, case apples & 1/4" pipe. 

Jansen was up to Sancito today and said he saw some 
ore. 5 Will go up in A.M and look around 

Wednesday, October 14 

Went to Sancito today and sure enough as Jansen said 
there were six small sax of our ore at the house nearest the 
tunnel. Julian Vasquez claimed it but finaly consented to 
let me have it. They were to take it away tonight. 

Thursday, October 15 

Came to Nacozari today and was told I couldn’t get any 
timber from Moot Copper Co. so staid to see Winsdor 
about some. He will let me have some 6x8 which will 
have to do. 

Friday, October 16 

Came back today Salcido was just leaving Cumpas about 
noon for Nacozari 

Saturday, October 17 

Martin went to Cumpas today with Reynaldo in the Ford. 
Bill worked on air line in shaft. Started on pile of wood 
containing 90 cords. 


5 Bill Jansen (first appearing here, on October 13, 1925) and Bill 
Jensen (first appearing above on August 22, 1925), although spelled 
distinctly throughout these entries, are likely the same man. 
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Sunday, October 18 

Worked with Bill today on compressor. Cloudy again this 
evening Acts like rain in a day or two. 

Monday, October 19 
Made out payroll today. 

Tuesday, October 20 

Went to Nacozari today after supplies Salcido left 
Nacozari this AM. with lumber, balls and grates for mill. 

Wednesday, October 21 

Went to Cumpas this afternoon after fire bricks. The 
presidente told me they want pictures of the works. 
Turned steam in the compressor today Aparently works 
all right 

Thursday, October 22 

Started drills today. Left mine after dinner and came to 
Douglas. Got to Douglas at midnight. 

Friday, October 23 

Came with Dad and Irwin Bros.to Cave Creek this 
afternoon Raining this evening. Saw no deer this evening 
but Dad and the rest all saw some. 

Saturday, October 24 

Rained all day today. Saw several deer but none that I 
could have reached with the old 351 that Im carrying The 
gun is one Irwin found in the road a few yrs ago. 

Sunday, October 25 

Saw a few deer this AM but got no shot. Was carrying 
the Springfield. Returned to Douglas today. The new car 
behaves fine. 
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Monday, October 26 

Sent R. Vasquez to Cananea today after pwdr. Expect him 
back tomorrow. 

Tuesday, October 27 

Reynaldo got back to A.P. this morning and I had Hell 
with the mex again passing A.P. with the pwdr. 



The original caption reads, “Lee Neer O.L. Neer and 
Marvin Irwin hunting in the Chiricahua Mts. Ariz. Oct. 
24/25” 

Wednesday, October 28 

Went to Bisbee today with Dad after distribution sheets. 
Thursday, October 29 

Came down today from Douglas on train with Dad. R.V. 
met us in Nacozari. Rained hard from Cumpas to the 
mine. Compressor broke down this evening. 

Friday, October 30 

Worked on compressor today, had it running by 3 oc. R 
Vasquez went to Verde today after old compressor heads. 
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Monday, November 2 

went over north with Dad today hunting but saw nothing. 
Tuesday, November 3 

Dad left today for Douglas in the Ford Reynaldo is going 
on to Cananea after powder 

Wednesday, November 4 

Went to Sancito this evening to hurry up Romo Said he 
would leave in morning 

Thursday, November 5 

Romo left today for Baciachi after pwdr. 

Friday, November 6 
Assayed today. Worked on accts 

Saturday, November 7 

Refined my old .err. Gordo matte today, got 2 Kos Ag . 
Sunday, November 8 

Assayed samples today from S.N. Vein on 500 Sta. 25.5 
& 30.75 oz. Think now the vein above 400 faulted about 
30 or 40 ft to south. 

Monday, November 9 

Reynaldo came back this evening from Cananea Brot me 
a couple of letters from Margaret. 

Tuesday, November 10 

Went to Cumpas after a Turn sheet also went down the 
river after fish, got 4 cat fish, one 2 ? and three that 
weighed 2 ? together Killed one duck. 
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Wednesday, November 11 

Had fish for dinner and supper. Reynaldo made ..pelds 
and went thru the mine with me taking samples. 

Thursday, November 12 

Took samples and assayed today. Rode around to 
Munguilto ? this afternoon. 

Friday, November 13 

Got mail today with freighter. Marg not feeling good. 
Saturday, November 14 

Went to Nacozari today. Got carbide and coal. R.V. went 
along had two blow outs and a puncture. 

Sunday, November 15 

Assayed 12 samples today with Reynaldo. Screenings are 
running good so far. Think we will be on the ledge 
tomorrow, that is the AI on 500. Ran gold assay today for 
the 1- time. 

Monday, November 16 
Assayed today 

Tuesday, November 17 

Have x cut the AI on 500. will start drifting tomorrow 
Think there is still more vein ahead in x cut on 500 

Wednesday, November 18 

Reynaldo went to cabezas today after asbestos. Found an 
over charge in the I.C Co bill. $150°°too much. Started to 
drift today on the AI 500 level. 
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Thursday, November 19 

Went to Nacozari today after supplies Ramon (chinaman) 
went along. Was surprised when the train came in Dad 
was on it. Got back to the mine about 6— 

Friday, November 20 

Settled up with old Duran woman today. Hope she quits 
bothering us now. Reynaldo brot in the horses today. 

Saturday, November 21 

Surveyed from 400 to 500 today. Reynaldo assayed today. 
Dad decided today he wouldn't go to San Pedro. 

Special Data 

Wire Dad from Cumpas if telegram from Hermsillo not 
there also where to send man for pwdr. 

Tuesday, December 29 


6 

43 

37 

51 

43 

38 

51 

44 

37 

51 

45 

8/112 

51 

45 

14 

51 

46 


8/261 

46 



45 

325 


32 

50 


12 

14 


8/401 

96.5 


50 



Thursday, December 31 (written vertically) 

Get printed forms from Douglas ? and mail some at once 
to Dad 

Get Wilsons address at Dads 
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Special Data (written vertically) 
Tell Mr Cel ? 

Cantoil brot for Juan Rivera 
Oct 19-25 (list of supplies) 

Insurance 
Address 
Claude Neer 

576 N. New Hamshire St. 

L.A. Calif. 

Phone 596-190 

Special Data 
L.W. Wilson 
Treas. S.N.M. Co 
106 South Arden Blve. 

L.A. 

Luis J. Houk 6 , 

Transvaal Mining Co. 

1411 Traction Bldg. 

Cin. Ohio 


6 Luis J. Houck: spelled Houk here. The Bisbee Daily Review 
(January 17, 1906) describes Houck, Beauchamp (see January 3, 
above) and others as “all of Cincinnati” and all “stockholders in the 
Transvaal Mining company” on their way to Cumpas, Sonora. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


63 


Volume 2 
1926 


R = con - T 
H-T 


% S = cone. 100 
H-R 


Friday, January 1 

Has been raining for several days. 

Rode over to the Belen today with Bill and Martin H. 
Raining again tonite. 

Saturday, January 2 

Bill, Martin and I came back to S.N. this evening 
a couple of stopers will be over tomorrow if it dont rain. 
Also an oil filter. 

Sunday, January 3 
Raining this evening. 

Went to Cumpas this afternoon to get mail and see 
Salcido. Went to Transvaal to see aabout sheet iron for 
driers and also found a piece for the skip. 

Monday, January 4 
Rained hard last night. 

The wall around cone, vats caved in. Ran mill 8 hrs. 
Dad has been sick for three or four days. 

Tuesday, January 5 

K.K broke down at noon today. 

Dad left this A.M. Reynaldo got back about nine P.M. 
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Wednesday, January 6 

Got a nice ten hour run at the mill today. Bill installed the 
oil filter. 

Clear and cold Some frost this AM. 

Thursday, January 7 

Nice run at mill today. Worked on filter scheme of Bills. 
Salcido came today with sheet iron hay and ? S. 

Cold today and clear. 

Friday, January 8 

Salcido came today for the balance of his load. 

Clear and cold Cleaned sump at mill today. Put new 
transmission bands in ? today. 

Saturday, January 9 

Ran ore from 200 Lev today 51 cars in 10 hrs. Didn’t 
make a very good saving. 

Mrs Martinez was after money today. Have given her $75 
in two checks this week. 

Sunday, January 10 

Morales cleaning boiler today. Bill and I rode down the 
river to see if we could get some ducks and fish. Got one 
duck butter ball, and killed a fish duck for Bill. 

Monday, January 11 
Cleaning other 

boiler today. Tried out the little stopper brot from Belen 
mine. Dont think much of it. Started new pan for drying 
today. 

Tuesday, January 12 

Reynaldo went to Nacozari after carbide and Dad today. 
They got in about six oc. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


65 


Worked on a drying pan today. Jensen was up above 
Had the man hole gasket blow out twice today. 

Wednesday, January 13 

Little better results in the mill today with the NaS. About 
73% recovery. Jensen worked on the drying pan today. 
Cloudy this evening and looks very much like rain 

Thursday, January 14 

Came up today with Dad. will go to Pilares in AM. to get 
stoper. 

Friday, January 15 

J. Frijer told me to tell Bill he saw Geo Douglas and he 
wants Bill to write him at Naco c/o Cananea C.C Got 
stoper today and returned to mine. Had about 11 or 12 
cwt load, got stuck on Tobacachi hill. Had to unload part 
of the stuff and cary it up. 

Saturday, January 16 

Ran mill today. Worked on pan was thru the works with 
Martin 

Sunday, January 17 

Went to Belen today and picked out 7 sets of steel for 
Martins man to bring over tomorrow. 

Monday, January 18 

Could only run mill 7 hrs today had all the vats full 
Put in the new pan today and think we can dry what cone 
we can make in 8 or 10 hrs. R.V. went to Nacozari today 
after supplies. 

Tuesday, January 19 

Drying cone today. Could not run mill because all the 
vats were full. Will run tomorrow. 
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Salcido came today with powdr. Took some cone to 
Tierra Prieta. 

Wednesday, January 20 

Raining today. Salcido came up and finished his load 
today. All the steel broken Bill is trying to weld lugs on 
but it is not much of a success. 

Cumpas Mts are covered with snow. 

Thursday, January 21 

Came to Nacozari today going to Douglas tomorrow. 
Friday, January 22 

Came up to Douglas today and went to Bisbee after steel 
but didn’t get it. 

Saturday, January 23 

Went to Bisbee today with Marg & kids looking for steel 
for our machines. 

Sunday, January 24 

Drove out to Slaughters ranch this afternoon with 
Margaret and the kids. 

Monday, January 25 

Was all over Bisbee looking for steel for the Jack hammer 
and stoper steel. 

Tuesday, January 26 

Came down from Douglas today. Brot some stoper steel. 
Had a talk with Foster from the Tig? on the train. 

Wednesday, January 27 

Came up to Nacozari with Bill today, also went to 
gueriquito on our way up. 

Got two tons cubs from Moot. Copper Co. 
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Thursday, January 28 

Returned from Nacozari today with 130 cubes overtook 
Salcido on the cordon and gave him 72 cube. 

Friday, January 29 

Repairing rear of #? boiler. Replaced two liners yest and 
today. 

Dressed hammer in one of the machines today. Salcido 
came today. 

Saturday, January 30 

Went to Nacozari today. Dad came down on the train. 
Brot 2 cans carbide and 50 cubes. 

Sunday, January 31 

Brot Dad up to Nacozari today. Am going to Pilares in 
the morning. 

Rather wann and clear. 

Monday, February 1 

Was awakened this am by rain. 

Went to Pilares and got hammer for the Jack hammer. 
Visited Joe Manning. Walked back to Nacozari. 

Tuesday, February 2 

Worked on Triplex pump today at the mill. Working 
good now. 

Martin is having trouble with his stomach. 

Wednesday, February 3 

Ran some copper assays today. Did fairly well. Mill ran 
8 hrs. 


Thursday, February 4 

Mill running but not doing much. No steam and short on 
balls 
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Will repair boilers tomorrow. Ran some copper assays 
today with higher results. 

Friday, February 5 

Came to Nacozari today. Met Salcido just above old 
Nacozari with the boiler flues. 

Saturday, February 6 

Returned from Nacozari today. Hawley came down with 
me to see if he could kill a deer. 

Sunday, February 7 

Mill ran today. Went over on the cerro Narize with 
Hawley. Saw a buck but did not get a shot at him. 

Monday, February 8 

Went over to the Incinosa with Hawley today. Saw one 
little doe but she got away. 

Tuesday, February 9 

Went to Nacozari today with Hawley Brot back sacks and 
200 # carbide Salcido is at Tierra Prieta. Had talk with Dr. 
in Cumpas. Reynaldo walked in to town this afternoon 
and came back with me. 

Wednesday, February 10 

Mill ran 10 hrs today. Salcido got here about noon with 
bal. of cubes and boiler flues. Had letter from Margaret. 

Thursday, February 11 

Went to Cumpas today to see if Dad came but he didn’t 
Also to mail letter to Margaret. Ramon went along. 
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Friday, February 12 

Learned on my arrival in Nacozari that Dad came down 
yest but returned to Douglas in a car. Hawley came down 
with me today. Brot pwdr from the Lily. 

Saturday, February 13 

Took a big walk with Hawley today but didn’t see any 
game. 

Mill ran 10 hrs. Martin's old swede came over today. 
Sunday, February 14 

H...t broke down this A.M. but soon repaired it. and also 
ran some copper. 

Monday, February 15 

Came up with Hawley today to Nacozari. Am going to 

Pilares in A.M. after parts for stoper mach 

Stood stack at San Luis this am cleaned # 2 boiler. 

Tuesday, February 16 

Came down with Dad today. Went to Pilares after valve 
parts for the stoper. Humphry was going to his mine 
today but rec’d letter from Metzger saying he had rec’d a 
letter from 5 bandits demanding money 

Wednesday, February 17 

Salcido loaded today. Will take ten sacks more to him in 
Cumpas tomorrow. 

Thursday, February 18 

Came on up to Nacozari today. Going to Douglas in the 
morning. 

Friday, February 19 

Came up to Douglas today found Jane in bed with the flu. 
Agnes came over from Tucson this evening. 
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Saturday, February 20 

Jane is some better today. Agnes came over from Tucson 
today . Mother & Agnes in Dads car and Marg & I in our 
car went to Berners Canyon this afternoon. 



Lee Neer’s niece Agnes Neer, left, pictured here with her 
mother Belle. 


Sunday, February 21 

Bill got back from L.A. this A.M is looking much better. 
Monday, February 22 

Margaret & the girls and I rode up Leslie Canyon this 
afternoon. 
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Tuesday, February 23 

Came down from Douglas today. They found a mex. this 
am along the road above Shermans naked and dead, the 
man was seen yest wandering along the road. No one 
seems to know who he is or where he came from. 

Wednesday, February 24 

Went down on 500 with Dad this A.M. also walked over 
to S.L. pump Dad went prospecting on mountain side 
above dam. 

Thursday, February 25 

Ran ore from 200 today. Busy around mill today 
Feeding NaS at classifier overflow. 

Friday, February 26 

R. Vasquez went to Nacozari today after Cyl oil & pwdr. 
Surveyed from 300 to surface today. 

Cloudy this afternoon. Ring around the moon last night. 

Saturday, February 27 

Sprinkled a little all day but not enough to do any good. 
Surveyed to AI and tunnel opp. house. 

Sunday, February 28 

Brot Dad up today. Am going up to dam in the morning 
with Powel fishing. 

Monday, March 1 

Didn’t catch a fish. It was rather cool and windy. 

Tuesday, March 2 

Bill Jansen came to Cumpas today and came out with 
Reynaldo who had taken Dona Cuca to town. 
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Wednesday, March 3 

Bill left today on Sam for the Trigo. Will be back about 
the 20 th . 

Thursday, March 4 

Put in new muffle today and ran some assays. R. Vasquez 
went to town with Dona Cuca today with Sam Young 
today got Dad in Cumpas & brot him out. 

Friday, March 5 

Rained all day. Shut the mill down at 4 0C . 

Saturday, March 6 
Rained some this afternoon. 

Surveyed on 500 today. Mill working nicely. George 
Moore was out today to see Dad. 

Sunday, March 7 

Dad and Hawley went to the Belen this A.M. to get some 
can wheels and bone ash. 

Monday, March 8 

Went to Cumpas today on Martinez acct. Cumpas sure is 
a hard town to ? in. R.V. went on to Nacozari after 
pwdr. Dad and Hawley were back from Belen when I got 
home. 

Tuesday, March 9 

Dad went to Cumpas this evening will go on to Douglas. 
Went up back of the mine this evening and killed 8 quail 
Colo caught one 

Wednesday, March 10 

Went up on the hill this evening and killed eight ? 
quail. Colo caught one alive. 
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Thursday, March 11 

Worked on car for 200 today. West five looking fine. 4"- 
6" ore assaying 375 oz. 

Friday, March 12 

73 sacks cone on hand today. Had to stop and fix K&K. 
mach today. 

Saturday, March 13 

Went to Nacozari today. Hawley went to Nacozari also. 
Dad came down on train we got to Cumpas at 4oc and 
argued with the ju..ta on the Martinez case until after six 
oc. Got letter from Marg & Jane 

Sunday, March 14 

Dad went up this evening to go to Douglas tomorrow. I 
am going up Wed. The mine is looking good and the mill 
running nicely. 

Monday, March 15 

Worked like the dickens today getting things in shape so I 
could can go to Douglas tomorrow. 

Tuesday, March 16 

Came to Nacozari today. Am going to Douglas 
tomorrow. Dad came down today. 

Wednesday, March 17 

Came up on train to Douglas today. Marg. met me in A.P. 
all dolled up like a million. 

Thursday, March 18 

Marg, Belle and I went to Bisbee today. 
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Friday, March 19 

Bonded the car into Mexico today. Marg and baby and I 
will start for mine tomorrow. 

Saturday, March 20 

Came down from Douglas in the car with Marg and Mary 
M. Rained from Douglas to Nacozari but got thru in good 
shape Dad said they had lost some time today with broken 
lagging in K&K. Also some liners broke in the mill yest. 

Sunday, March 21 

K&K broke down today. Spiders came loose on the 
shafting and nearly cut it in two. 

Monday, March 22 

Dad went up to Nacozari today with Reynaldo. Bill 
Jansen came in this evening from the Trigo. Sam was 
tired but in good shape. Got the K.& K. fixed today tho 
dont expect it to work very long. 

Tuesday, March 23 

Bill looked over the works today and said we were getting 
along fine and didnt need him He will go up tomorrow 
with Reynaldo. Surveyed for connection from five to four 
at Winze, on 4- 300’ from shaft. 

Wednesday, March 24 

Bill went to Nacozari with Reynaldo today. R.V. went 
after Cyl Oil & Eng Oil. 

Thursday, March 25 

Three liners fell loose in the B.M. this evening and had to 
put in some old ones 
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Friday, March 26 

Got started about 9oc this am. the liners will just about 
finish load for freighter. 

Saturday, March 27 

Shut mill down at six oc. will start work on the boilers 
tomorrow. Have had no steam for several days. 

Sunday, March 28 

Started cutting out boiler flues about 9oc am. Have them 
out this evening and starting cleaning boiler can start 
putting in flues in morning. Salcido came today with ton 
of coal tar. Reynaldo worked on road with 4 men. Got 
letter from Hawley this evening. 

Monday, March 29 

Scaled boiler this A.M. Started on flues this evening. 
Tuesday, March 30 

Finished putting in the flues today and straightened up the 
front of the fire box. Looks like it will do better now. 

Wednesday, March 31 

Went to Nacozari last night to see Dad and got back this 
AM at 7oc Fixt fire box today. 

Thursday, April 1 

Fired up # 2 boiler today. Took pictures of M.M. and 
developed them this evening. 

Friday, April 2 

Went to Nacozari with Marg & baby and Reynaldo went 
on to Douglas with them. Am some worried about their 
getting thru as it has rained all day. 
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Saturday, April 3 

Went to Nacozari today after flue I took up yest to have 
welded. Also to see if Fast sampled the cone and to bring 
Reynaldo back. He and Marg got thru but were 9 hrs on 
the road. 

Sunday, April 4 

Worked on #1 boiler today got in 23 flues. Will finish it 
tomorrow Martin left today for a weeks vacation. 

Monday, April 5 

Finished flues in 1 Boiler but found one split flue. Will 
have to send it to be welded tomorrow. Made connection 
today bet. 4&5 on west side today my survey was 
correct. 

Tuesday, April 6 

Sent Reynaldo to Nacozari today with boiler flue to be 
welded. Can put it in tomorrow Salcido will leave town 
tomorrow with liners. Will have to go to Nacozari after to 
see about the other liner in A.M. 

Wednesday, April 7 

Went to Nacozari this A.M. left here at 6 A.M. got back 
at 1:15 P.M. Can get the liner Sat. 

Thursday, April 8 

Put in new liners today and worked on K&K mach. 

Friday, April 9 

Started mill at 7:30AM. running nicely on green wood. 
Crusher broke down this evening. Making nice cone. 

Saturday, April 10 

Fixt crusher this A.M. Trouble with feed pump both 
suction and discharge lines plugged. Rain. 
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Sunday, April 11 

Fixt lubricator on engine today. Engine was not getting 
oil. Rained. 

Monday, April 12 

Valencia went to wedding today and Navarro off on a 
drunk Worked til 12ocPM Rain 

Tuesday, April 13 

Went to Nacozari today, took 10 sacks cone up. brot 
back pwdr carbide, fuse caps. Mr. Winsdors bro-in-law 
(Smith) came down with me We picked up Guajardo in 
Cumpas. Rain. 

Wednesday, April 14 

Rather sleepy today didn’t work very hard. Smith and 
Guajardo went over to the Estela Mine this A.M. Rained 

Thursday April 15 

Went to Cumpas today with Mr. Smith and Guajardo 
Brot back the pwdr I had left at Cantons 
Mill running nicely. Packed engine with black rubber & 
canvase packing Rained. 

Friday, April 16 

Tanco put the skip in the sheave today but didn’t do much 
damage. Good steam tho it rained quite a bit last night. 

Saturday, April 17 

Put new cleves on skip today. Mine looking good. Dad 
came in today. 

Sunday, April 18 

Salcido finished loading today. Things going good but 
will have to repair K&K soon. 
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Monday, April 19 

Dad & I drove in to Cumpas after gas and mail. Working 
today on a new floatation mach. 

Tuesday, April 20 

Repaired K&K today and I hope for the last time. Got the 
mill started this evening at 6.— 

Wednesday, April 21 

Worked on new machine today. Think I can start putting 
it in tomorrow. Clear and hot today. 

Thursday, April 22 

Dad went up today Sent back word with Reynaldo that 
he was getting lOObx Hercules pwdr. worked on new 
mach (floatation) today. Clear and hot. beautiful this 
evening 

Friday, April 23 

Just about finished the box for the new mach. Martin tells 
me the two hundred is looking fine must go in the mine 
tomorrow. Have 128 sack this evening. 

Saturday, April 24 

Rode in to Cumpas this evening with Martin to tell 
Salcido when to come. 

Sunday, April 25 

Went down the river this evening after fish but didn’t get 
any Was very hot yest & today. Looks like rain tonight. 

Monday, April 26 

Mill Running nicely. Worked on new mach today. 
Everything going fine. 
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Tuesday, April 27 

Salcido came and got part of his load today. 

Wednesday, April 28 

Salcido finished loading today 252 sacks in all 
Thursday, April 29 

Dad went up today. Had a time with the Ford this AM. 
Insulation all gone on wires. Reynaldo took 4 sacks cone. 

Friday, April 30 

Tran Morales picked a fight this evening with Reynaldo 
Vasquez and R. took his gun away from him and beat him 
to a pulp. Went after presidente got back at 1—AM. 

Saturday, May 1 

Took presidente and Reynaldo to Cumpas this afternoon. 
Sunday, May 2 

Came to Nacozari today. Going to Douglas. Salcido 
unloaded cone at Fasts today. 

Monday, May 3 

Came to Douglas today. Beau, went up from Nacozari 
Marg. met me in A.P. 

Tuesday, May 4 

Have been so sleepy all day could hardly hold my eyes 
open. 

Wednesday, May 5 

Went fishing today at Slaughters Ranch but didn’t catch 
any thing. Met Bill Reid when we got back and went to 
A.P. with him. 
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Thursday, May 6 

Returned today from Douglas. Reynaldo is still in 
Cumpas under bond. 

Friday, May 7 

Worked on hoist and compressor today, excentric on 
hoist was not greased and froze an broke. 

Saturday, May 8 

Met Dad in Nacozari today and brot the pump and a bx 
pwdr from S. Montano. 

Sunday, May 9 

Mine inspector was here today and was a pest, going to 
Nacozari this evening with Dad. 

Monday, May 10 

Returned from Nacozari this afternoon. Reynaldo is still 
waiting his trial. Borrowed 6 bxs pwdr from Canarci. 

Paid freighter 2— pesos. 

Tuesday, May 11 

Put pump in today and started pumping from 500 at 5— 
p.m. Water down 4 ft at 9 pm. Salcido came today for 1 st 
load of cone. 

Wednesday, May 12 

Salcido finished loading today 178 sacks cone. Surveyed 
500 today about 125' from 4WW. 

Thursday, May 13 

Assayed and worked on reports for Sescion Estalistica y' 
Grussa 

Romo hit me for 7 pesos for S.L. wood 
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Friday, May 14 

Came to Nacozari today. Was 4 hrs on the road and had 
to change an inner tube. 

Saturday, May 15 

Dad came on today train. Went fishing at the resorvoir 
this A.M. caught 6 crafish . Got back to Nacozari at noon. 
Dad & I left for the mine at three oc. broke down on hill 
at Old Nacozari. 

Sunday, May 16 

Got home at 7A.M. after a bad night with the Ford, broke 
an axle yest and didn’t get it fixt until 3A.M. today. 

Monday, May 17 
Assayed today. 

Tuesday, May 18 

Went to Nacozari today with Dad and brot back Tobe 
Crane. 

Wednesday, May 19 

Went to Cumpas this A.M. Brot out drill shanking mach, 
steel an Eng oil & Cyl Oil. 

Thursday, May 20 

Made April payroll today. Tobe went to San Luis to pack 
pump. Leaving for Douglas this evening 

Friday, May 21 

Got to Douglas at 7A.M. had a blow out at Cabuyona. 
Took Ford to garage to be overhauled. 

Saturdsy, May 22 

Left Douglas at 10A.M. 17 miles from Douglas on 
highest part of grade ran in yearling steer and off the 
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grade. Narrow escape Got bent axle, had wheels lined 
in Bisbee. Reached Globe at 7:45 P.M. 

Sunday, May 23 

Went to Roosevelts this afternoon with Jane 


Monday, May 24 

Caught a bass this A.M. but that was all. got back to 
Globe at 3.30P.M. 

Tuesday, May 25 

Loafed today and slept a good deal. 

Wednesday, May 26 

Left Globe at 8:—A.M. in Tucson one hr got to Douglas 
5:—P.M. 

Cloudy all day. Rained all the way from Florence to 
Tucson. 

Thursday, May 27 

Had Lund give us all serum for typhoid today. Two more 
doses to take. 

Friday, May 28 

Left A.P. at 9:30 A.M. Got in to S.Nic at 7: 30 P.M. 

Saturday, May 29 
Water is getting scarce. 

Sunday, May 30 

Dad went to Nacozari this afternoon. 


Monday, May 31 

Reynaldo got back from Nacozari today. 
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Tuesday, June 1 

Went to Cumpas today for the second shot of typhoid 
Serum 

Wednesday, June 2 

We all have a sore arm today. Will be glad when it is all 
over with. 

Thursday, June 3 
Water getting rather low. 

Saturday, June 5 

Went to Cumpas this afternoon with Marg & kids and had 
our last shot into ann for typhoid. 

Sunday, June 6 

Ran mill awhile this A.M. and tried the new mach. found 
I would have to put a baffle board at top to steady the pulp 
as agitation was so violent. Tried it this afternoon and it 
worked good. Feeling tough this evening and came up to 
Nacozari with Marg and the kids. Bot lumber for a new 
mach. 

Monday, June 7 

Came back from Nacozari today. Brot Sam Young out 
with us. Car worked fine. Feeling good today. 

Tuesday, June 8 

Took blower apart today to see why it was knocking. 
Wednesday, June 9 

Worked on production reports for mex.gov. Sescion 
Estalistica y Grussa. Also arguing with Morales about 
amt of wood he has brot in. 
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Thursday, June 10 
Worked am 

Sunday, June 13 

Tobe and I took B.M. clutch apart today and cleaned it up. 
Got it to working good. 

Monday, June 14 

Worked on engine today and getting things ready for 
tomorrow. Will give the new mach a thoro try out 
tomorrow. Morales left camp today. 

Tuesday, June 15 

Ran mill today New Mach works fine, made 1785 oz 
cone on new mach. Boiler sprung a leak I think on blow 
off pipe where it enters boiler. 

Wednesday, June 16 

Came to Douglas today. 8 !4 hrs driving time. Car 
worked beautifully. 

Thursday, June 17 

Had car released from bond today. 

Friday, June 18 

Dad & Mother left this morning for Sordsbury and Silver 
City. 

Sunday, June 20 

Belle, Margaret & I rode out nearly to Chiracahua to see if 
we could meet the folks but they didn’t come. 


Monday, June 21 

The folks got back this evening all tired out. 
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Tuesday, June 22 

Returned from Douglas on train today. Beauchamp was 
on train drunk and a general nuscence. Reuben Vasquez 
brot us to the mine. 

Friday, June 25 

Ran mill today. Had a time with slipping belts for a 
couple hours. 

Saturday, June 26 

Ran mill today until rain shut us down at 4— Rained 
hard. 

Sunday, June 27 

Started taking K&Ks out today. They were sure in bad 
shape 

Monday, June 28 

Started framing the new mach today and cleaning up 
around mill. 

Tuesday, June 29 
Working on new machs today. 

Wednesday, June 30 

Tobe, Martin & I went to Cumpas today to register. 
Rained hard coming up the Vajillo Grande. 

Thursday, July 1 

Put together the second new mach. today. Hot all day 
Friday, July 2 

Leveled up the new flotation machs today and started 
putting on launders. Hot and few clouds. Had a small 
rain and lots of wind last night about 12 oc . 
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Saturday, July 3 

Worked on new mach's today. Rained a little about 5 0C . 
Sunday, July 4 

The thermometer never reached 90 today. Everybody laid 
off today for election. State offices. 

Monday, July 5 

Started on air connections for new machs today. 
Thermometer only reached 90 degrees today. 

Tuesday, July 6 

Got new machs ready to start in morning. Some hotter 
today but no rain 

Wednesday, July 7 

Ran mill today with 2 new machs had bad day of it, tho 
think made a good saving this afternoon. 

Thursday, July 8 

Reynaldo went to Nacozari today to meet Dad & Wilson 
but Wilson didn’t come. Dad is looking well. 

Friday, July 9 

Ran mill this AM Have decided we need more air in the 
new machs. Will double the amt of air to each mach 
Clear today and cool, don't look as tho it would ever rain. 

Saturday, July 10 

Put in more pipes in last mach and larger in first, will try 
them out again tomorrow. 

Sunday, July 11 

Started mill at ten oc today and ran until five. Did a little 
better than the day before yest. Tho things are not 
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working just right yet. Dad left this evening for Douglas. 
Last night was the most sultry night so far this year. 

Monday, July 12 

Ran mill 3 hrs this A.M. Still cant figure it out. Tho got a 
little better froth with more crosote. Geo Moore came this 
evening and is staying til tomorrow. He is after money. 

Tuesday, July 13 

Ran mill again this A.M. Got 12 of 22 oz on 1 st mach by 
cutting air off of 2— mach. Will increase speed of blower 
tomorrow and see what we can do. 

Wednesday, July 14 

Had a fair shower this afternoon about 5oc. Think we did 
some better today with our mill experiment. Have 
speeded the blower up still more (463 Rpm) Will see what 
we do tomorrow. R. Vasquez went to town in Ford this 
afternoon after medicine for his wife and just came to see 
if he could have the car again to take her in. 

Thursday, July 15 

Reynaldo changed his mind and sent his brotherinlaw in 
after Medina and his Dodge. They left at 3 or 4 A.M. 
Assayed today and find we did some better with the last 
experiment. Did not run today as was short of water and 
no one to run pump. 

Friday, July 16 

Ran an hour this A.M. and shut down just as it was 
begining to work good made an 80% saving. Think we 
are going to come out O.K. Rained this about 4.— and 
took out our tailing pond. Guess we can run tomorrow. 
R.V. got back this evening. 
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Saturday, July 17 

After the big flood the creek is as dry as ever. Caught 
about 15000 gal of water, will run tomorrow. R.V. went 
to Nacozari to meet Dad but he didn’t come. 

Sunday, July 18 

Ran mill eight hrs today. The 1- hr made 82% saving. 
Little improvement each day. Will get there yet if we 
ever get water. Am going to start on changing flues in 
S.L. boiler tomorrow. 

Monday, July 19 

Have been cutting old flues and getting them ready to take 
to S.L. 

Tuesday, July 20 

Dad came this evening. Started raining just after he got 
here but did not rain hard tho last most of the night. Brot 
me a letter from Mother and some jam. Also a letter 
from Jane. 

Wednesday, July 21 

Worked on S.L. Boiler today taking out flues. Hot and 
sultry. Clear this evening. 

Thursday, July 22 

Dad left this morning. Got all but ten flues out of the S.L. 
boiler today and sure am tired this evening. Started 
raining about 6 this evening and has been trying hard ever 
since to rain in earnest. Is 9oc and sounds now as tho we 
could get a good rain. 

Friday, July 23 

Got in 19 flues today. Think the flues will last quite 
awhile and will have plenty steam for the pumps. 
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Saturday, July 24 

Finished the S.L. boiler today while Tobe worked on the 
Pump. Hope he makes it stick this time. Will run the mill 
tomorrow. 

Sunday, July 25 

Ran mill 9 hrs but had poor power and lots of trouble with 
the ore feed. Tobe went to SL. with Duate but couldn't 
get up steam. 

Monday, July 26 

Flood came down the creek at 1A.M. at 10AM at 1P.M. 
and at 3 PM. 

Ran mill 7 hrs but poor steam. Tobe told me this evening 
he was leaving soon. 

Tuesday, July 27 

The mill was sure a mess this morning. First the 
lubricator blew off the engine Then conveyor belt hung 
up and twisted a pulley loose. However got in 12 hrs run. 

Wednesday, July 28 

Ran mill 15 hrs today. Things going pretty well. Jose 
may leam something. Salcido was here today with 
provisions and is taking 56 sacks. 

Thursday, July 29 

R.V. went to Nacozari today but Dad didn’t come. Ran 
mill 16 hrs Jose doing a little better this afternoon. Clear 
and wann 

Friday, July 30 

Ran mill 16 hrs. had a little trouble with the conveyor belt 
but otherwise it was not a bad day. Got message from 
Dad He will be down tomorrow. Little rain this evening. 
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Saturday, July 31 

Dad came this evening with a geologist by the name of 
Frolie. Tho don’t know yet who he represents Started 
raining before dark and had to shut the mill down at 10 
pm. 

Sunday, August 1 

Ran mill to 7 PM Everybody tired and needed a rest. 
Rained this evening at 8—. 

Monday, August 2 

Ran mill 15 hrs. RVasquez & Eraclio worked in evening. 
Things went nicely today. 

Tuesday, August 3 

Dad left for Douglas this A.M. Sent back case of beer and 
ice. Mill going nicely today. Jos Molino and Gabriel 
working 16 hrs. Tobe Crane left today. 

Wednesday, August 4 

Mill running 15 hrs today. Jose is having a hard time. He 
gets rattled easily. 

Thursday, August 5 

Ran mill 11 hrs Short on water so will clean boiler 
tomorrow. Rained some today. 

Friday, August 6 

Cleaned # 2 boiler today. A couple of flues are leaking. 
Salcido came today for concentrates. 

Saturday, August 7 

Ran mill 15 hrs today. Frolie & Martin went to San Jose 
today. Old Peterson came over to see Martin and has a 
pretty got drunk on this evening. The stenog. didn't come. 
Got note from Dad, he & mother left yest for Calif. 
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Sunday, August 8 

Mr Frolie left this afternoon for Nacozari. Reynaldo just 
got back 9— P.M. See the Morales’ in camp this evening 

Monday, August 9 

Mill running 15 hrs. Pumped 5 hrs yest. and 12 today 
from Martinez well. Sprinkled a little today. Morales 
came thru camp today. R Molina brot Dan and Sam back 
from Moctezuma today. They were using both animals in 
Moot. Made shoes for MM today. 

Tuesday, August 10 

Mill ran 15 hrs today. Looked as tho we would have a 
good rain but just sprinkled 

Wednesday, August 11 

Mill ran 15 hrs. Raining a little this evening. 

Thursday, August 12 

Sent Reynaldo after supplies and Caps to Pilares today. 
Ran mill 9 hrs. Still no rain 

Friday, August 13 

Cleaned #1 boiler and worked on engine. Also put scoop 
on BM. 59 sacs cone sacked. 

Saturday, August 14 

Police came from Cumpas today with notice to appear in 
Cumpas at once. Will go in tomorrow. R. Vasquez went 
to Nacozari after ? today. 

Sunday, August 15 

Went to Cumpas today to see Presidente ? . Cannot 

cut any more wood. 
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Monday, August 16 

Ran mill 15 hrs. Must make another saving machine to 
make the saving 
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These photos do not have captions, but they are most 
likely of the operations at the San Nicolas mines Lee Neer 
describes in his 1925 and 1926 entries. 
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Tuesday, August 17 

Ran mill nine hrs short of water. R Vasquez went to 
Nacozari No word yet from Dad. No rain 

Wednesday, August 18 

Ran mill 15 hrs Developed pictures of mill and of M.M. 
this evening 

Thursday, August 19 

Mill Running 15 hrs. Reed letter from Hawley also a 
telegram from Dad. Salcido came today. 

Friday, August 20 

Put in 4 new liners in BM today. Will run mill tomorrow 
Salcido took the balance of his load today. 133 sacks in 
all. 

Saturday, August 21 

R. Vasquez went to Nacozari to meet Dad. They got here 
about 6— Mill running 14 hrs today. 

Dad said Frolies boss is coming down to check up F's 
report. Told me all about his trip to Cal & Nevada with 
Wilson. Mother sent me some of the best peaches from 
her trees. 

Sunday, August 22 

Went to Nacozari with Dad today, got back a 11PM 
Mill ran 15 hrs. 

Monday, August 23 

Hot today Mill running 15 hrs. on good ore Rained 
about six oc. but not enough to run. 


Tuesday, August 24 

Mill running 15 hrs. Lots of lead in ore Assayed today. 
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Wednesday, August 25 

Mill running 15 hrs. Hot and sultry 

Saturday, August 28 

Went to Nacozari today. Ordered ? liners and sent ? 
acct to Dad. Chas Fast came back with me. 

Sunday, August 29 

Hot today but no rain. Mill running 15 hrs. Mine 
inspector came and went thru the mine this evening. 

Monday, August 30 

Mill running 15 hrs. Ran lead assay today with Chas 
Fasts help. Rode over to Capuline Canon this evening to 
see wood cutters. 

Tuesday, August 31 

Mill ran to 7PM today. Will clean boilers tomorrow. 
Salcido came today. 

Wednesday, September 1 

Salcido took 201 sacks cone. Reynaldo went to Nacozari 
today Chas Fast went back today. Pump broke at S.L. 
Got part repaired but didn’t get it in. Cleaned # 1 boiler. 

Thursday, September 2 

Rain. Tailings pond went out this evening Started mill at 
11AM. 

Rained quite hard today and fdled my sump up after 
working a bunch all morning cleaning it out. Got SL 
pump running by 10am. 

Friday, September 3 

Mill ran 15 hrs today. Worked on third new mach. 

Mary Margaret stands up in her chair at the table now and 
reaches for things. Started it yesterday. 
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Saturday, September 4 

Went to Nacozari today. Brot back coal tar & Fuse. Saw 
Joe Manning at dinner. Saw presidente in Cumpas. They 

want me to pay the .sary but I told them nothing doing. 

Mill shut down at 7P.M. out of water. 

Sunday, September 5 

No water for mill today. Changed pr.p.nen this afternoon. 
Worked on new mach. 

Monday, September 6 

Mill running 15 hrs. Cloudy and small showers. Cool 
Worked on mach. also crushers. 

Tuesday, September 7 

Reynaldo went to Nacozari today for supplies Got back 
at 9:15 PM. Mill running 15 hrs. Rained off and on all 
day. Worked on the new mach today. Will finish the box 
tomorrow. 

Wednesday, September 8 

Finished the box of mach today. Tailings pond full of 
water, running water to Martinez well. Rained nearly all 
night last night. Four tons 6 sacks on hand. 

Thursday, September 9 

Ran 15 hrs today. Hot. Worked on new mach. 

Friday, September 10 

Closed down at 7 P.M. to clean boiler and put in new 
liners. Salcido came today. Working on new mach. 

Saturday, September 11 

Salcido took the bal. of his load today. 7 tons. Cleaned # 2 
boiler and put in two new liners, put on new engine belt. 
Bill Jensen came this evening. 




The Lee Neer Diaries 


97 


Sunday, September 12 
Went around with Bill today. 

Monday, September 13 
Worked on payroll today. 

Tuesday, September 14 
Came to Nacozari today. 

Wednesday, September 15 

Got into AP. on time. Dad & Mother met us at the train. 
Jane looking fine. 



Oliver Lee Neer’s wife and Lee Neer’s mother, Ida Jane 
(left) was born in Ohio in 1859 and died on December 17, 
1928. 
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Thursday, September 16 

Went to see Dr Lund today and he said I need a rest. 

Friday, September 17 
Loafed all day. 

Saturday, September 18 

Drove up to Globe today Got here at 5:30. Had 4 flats. 
Sunday, September 19 

Came back from Globe this evening Jane drove the last 
50 miles Talked with Forrester this AM. 

Monday, September 20 

Came down from Douglas today. Salcido came to S.N. 
today, brot 2 tons cubes. 

Tuesday, September 21 

Worked at mill on new machs Rained quite hard this 
evening. Salcido took bal of load 7 tons 9 sacks. 

Thursday, September 23 

Put pieces in new machs to bring wide front up verticaly. 
Martin fell down 25’ in conection bet 4 & 5 W and 
dislocated his left shoulder at noon brot him to Nacozari 
this evening Dr. Helm set it 

Thursday, September 24 
Returned to mine today. Worn out. 

Sunday, September 26 
Cleaning boiler today. 

Monday, September 27 

Started mill this A.M. but had to shut down at 1 P.M. 
because of rain. 
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Tuesday, September 28 
Cleaned boiler today. 

Nice and clear 

Wednesday, September 29 

Came to Nacozari today. Couldn’t cross river with Ford. 
Walked from mouth of canon and carried my hand bag. 
Rail road is washed out. 

Friday, October, 1 

Got 40 gal of coal tar today. 

Saturday, October 2 

Looked very much like rain this eve. R.V. didn’t come. 
Wired me he couldn't cross river 

Sunday, October 3 

Returned to Cumpas today and found RVasquez camped 
in Tionadepa have got car across river and came back to 
Nacozari. 

Monday, October 4 

Got back to mine today at 4oc. Came thru in good shape 
with 40 gal coal tar 2 cases oil and provisions. Mill 
running. Salcido will reach Nacozari today with cone. 

Wednesday, November 17 

Mill running nicely on Xanthate & pineoil Jensen left the 
10th in a huff. Sent car to Cumpas today and they broke a 
rear axle on the way back. 4 tons 2 sacks cone on hand. 

Thursday, November 18 

Put in gasket on steam line to mill today. Martin is 
sending some of the ore from the old stops close to 100 to 
the mill. Mill running nicely today. Reynaldo is not back 
yet from Nacozari with the axle for the Ford 
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Friday, November 19 

Reynaldo got back last night and fixed the Ford today. 
Went down this afternoon to see how he was getting along 
and rode back with him. Started pumping from Martinez 
well today. 

Saturday, November 20 

R.V. went to Nacozari for supplies today Ran gas pump 
also pumping from S.L. Assayed today. Have made 93% 
saving for the last 3 days, using Xanthate. Killed two 
fowlquail this evening. 

Sunday, November 21 

Boilers leaking again, will have to work on flues again 
tomorrow. Mill doing nicely today. Heard what I thot 
was highgraders on four and went down the mine with 
Parras but saw nothing. Heard same thing night before 
last. 

Monday, November 22 

Highgraders have been working from 7— P.M. and it is 
now 9—. Worked on flues this morning Started mill a 3— 
P.M. 

Tuesday, November 23 
Mill ran nicely today. 

Wednesday, November 24 

Shut mill down at 11A.M. liners are worn out. 


Thursday, November 25 

Came to Nacozari today for pwdr and to see if I could 
hurry them up about the liners. 
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Friday, November 26 

Returned from Nacozari today. Car worked fine Can get 
six liners 29—. 

Saturday, November 27 

Cleaned boiler today and rolled some flues. Took up belt 
on engine 

Saturday, December 4 

Salcido came today with 6 liners. Went to Tierra Prieta 
and got him to hitch up in the rain and come on up 
Started raining about 4:30 AM. Tailings went out this 
evening 

Sunday, December 5 

Put in liners today. Raining Ready to start tomorrow. 
Monday, December 6 

Started mill today. Small mach doing much better than 
large one. Tails look fine. Still cloudy Started ore drum 
of Xanthate. 

Tuesday, December 7 

Mill going nicely today. Cloudy & cold some rain. 
Wednesday, December 8 

Sprinkled some today Mill going nicely. R.V. assayed. 
Thursday, December 9 

Still cloudy but no rain today. R.V. went to Nacozari 
today after supplies. Took letters to Forrester, G.E. and H 
Kleinmans Co. about elect, weld outfit. 

Friday, December 10 

Salcido came today with bal. of liners. Rain 
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Saturday, December 11 

S. finished his load today 6 tons. Rain. Put in liners this 
morning got started at 2:30 

Monday, December 13 

Mill going nicely Still cloudy with light showers 82 
sacks cone sacked 

Tuesday, December 14 

R.V. went to Nacozari this a.m. after supplies. 6 tons 5 
sacks sacked today. 

Wednesday, December 15 

Went to S. Luis this afternoon. Saw a buck & doe but 
missed three shots. Hear Morales are in camp looking for 
work. 

Thursday, December 16 

Built dam at tailings pond. Eight tons seven 12 sacks 
cone sacked today. 

Friday, December 17 

RVasquez went after supplies to Nacozari today 

Saturday, December 18 

Worked on crusher today. 10 tons 17 sacks 

Sunday, December 19 

sprinkled today. Made scoop for Ball mill. 

Monday, December 20 

Sacked 48 sacks cone today. 13 tons 5 sacks Sprinkled 
several times today. Gen. Padilla passed thru today. Had 
lunch with us. Had about 15 soldiers with him. Said it 
snowed on them last night. RV went to Nacozari after 
pwdr and cyl oil. 
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Tuesday, December 21 

R.V. went to Cumpas for supplies today. Didn’t get there. 
Wednesday, December 22 

Salcido came today. Will take about 16 tons this trip. 15 
tons 17 sacks on hand. Sprinkling tonight again. 

Thursday, December 23 

Salcido loaded out today 15 tons 16 sacks Came up 
after dinner to Nacozari Cold and cloudy 

Wednesday, December 29 

Came down from Nacozari today. Mill running. Started 
yest. 51 sacks sacked 

Thursday, December 30 

Sent R.V. after Xanthate and supplies today. Not back 
yet. 85 sacks sacked. 

Friday, December 31 

Used drum Xanthate this mo. Just about enough to finish 
the day with. Sent mex to Huepica this morning for pwdr 

Cash Account 

January (some items checked off) 

Bolts for liners. 

Air hose 
Hammers 

Chucks & ratchets with etra springs & dogs. 

2” gate valves for boiler 
reducers or brushing 
From 2”- 1” & 3/4" 

500’- 1” pipe 
Packing steam ¥zP- 
5/8’ Hemp 
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Carbide 

Sacks 

Mayhole gasket 
Hat for Parras 7 
Lamps 

Cash Account 
March 
LH Price 

3045 S Sherman St. 

Denver 

The following are lists on the end pages of the diary: 

Wants: 

Carbide 

Fuse 

Powder 

Hacksaw Blades 
Manhole Gaskets 
_icharge 
muffle 6x10 
steel 

tubes Boiler 
B.S. coal 
Tube welded 
Steel 
Packing 

Bacon 
Dried fruit 
Peas 

Oct. 7/26 

cup grease 
cyl oil 
Eng Oil 
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milk 

spuds 

Grapefruit 

Oranges 

Insurance 
Windlass Bucket 
BS Coal 
Fuse 

900 Garlock 
Hemp packing 3/8 
2 ? suits Balbugan 
size 40 light weight 

2 V 2 " pipe tap 

2 1 / 2 "-2 bus? 

1/8" pipe tap & dies 
copper rivets 
2" ? High pressure 
3" " 

6 pipes Va" pipe 
2 " ? 

Track spikes 
Bolt for Engine 

Expiration 

Dried fruit & bacon 

Tobe wants shoe 9 V 2 EE 

and bib overalls. 

Rubber tubing 
Bills mail at Gadsen 
Oil Cyl & Eng 
Axle grease 

Bacon, Baking powder, butter 
Flour 
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Special Data 
Manuel Carillo (pipe ? ) 

Speedometer registered 
3148 mi on Mar 20 
when M & I left Douglas 
for camp as with full 
tank. 

105.5 gal gas from Mar 20th to June 10 
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Volume 3 
1935 

Social Sec. Act 559-12-3951 
Jan. 1, Tues. 

Anita Lollichs came up on stage today to spend the nite 
with Peggy. Went with Russel Ogden to work tearing 
down flume. 

Jan. 2, Wed. 

Went down to Lollichs today and mad some nail pullers to 
work on the flume. Went to Cheneys this evening to hear 
One Mans Family and talk about the power being put to 
our house and school. 

Jan. 3, Thurs. 

Worked on a table for the little school kids today. Very 
cold last night but warm and cloudy tonight. 

Jan. 4, Fri. 

Rained all day. Worked on table today. Cheney gave us 
4 hens. 

Jan. 5, Sat. 

Finished table today 

Jan. 6, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs today and leared how to prune grapes 
also how to bud Place a in Band (wrap with twine or 
tape) 

Jan. 7, Mon. 

Went to Raymond to Banquet Comitte meeting at Shaws 
Saw Krolin and he spoke to me of a job on Ahwahnee - 
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Oakhurst road. Had gone to Madera in the morning to 
register for work SERA 

Jan. 8, Tues. 

Margaret went to Cheneys this evening to A.D.C meeting. 
Dave & Nell came up to see their house but never came 
near us. They talked to Cheney down the road. 

Jan. 9, Wed. 

Cut Bullpines along the road today getting ready to put up 
my fence. 

Jan. 10, Thurs. 

Brushed today for fence on the 20 A. below the road. 
Marg went to the school this evening to practice for a 
play. 

Jan. 11, Fri. 

Went to Murrays this morning but no one showed up. It 
rained. Went to the San to put in an application for work 
today. 

Jan. 12, Sat. 

Still no one showed up to work on the road Waited until 
9:— Cut a few posts. Marg got note from Dave saying he 
didn't want to sell any part of ranch. He's out of luck. 

Jan. 13, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs today and worked his Maxwell engine. 
Got it started with a mag. Our intention to rig up a saw. 

Jan. 14, Mon. 

Rained all day. Marg went to Home Dept, at Crooks. 
Staid in the house all day. M. mailed letter to Dave. 
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Caption on reverse: “Left to right Harold Trobucca, Bill 
Crooks & Billy Crooks ” 


Jan. 15. Tues. 

Snowed most of the day but didn’t lay. Staid in the house 
and put up ceiling. 

Jan. 16, Wed. 

Started snowing about 3 or 4 am. Snow laid on the 
ground until about noon Still storming. 

Jan. 17, Thurs. 

Marg got a letter from her Dad in L.B. say he had seen 
Dave and asking her to transfere the 80 to Dave. Started 
moving the posts down to the lower field. Went to 
Murrays. 5 men working on road. Have reed no notice 
from Fresno to go to work yet. 
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Jan. 18, Fri. 

Stormed all day Lollichs were here today. Snowing hard 
this evening and snow laying. 

Jan. 19, Sat. 

Cold and clear. Snow still on ground. Finished our carton 
ceiling. 

Jan. 20, Sun. 

Went to F.B. at Gertrude School. Cold and snow still on 
ground. 

Jan. 21, Mon. 

Hauled wood this morning but couldn't finish. Ground 
soft. Helped Russel put some shakes on Cheneys house in 
afternoon. Heard today Fred Meagher was in the 
Ahwahnee Hospital. 

Jan. 22, Tues. 

Hauled wood & Posts this morning. Went Ivorys this 
evening to meeting & party A.D.C. 

Jan. 23, Wed. 

Finished with the road and posts this morning. Went to 
Madera this afternoon, got job on Ahwahnee Oakhurst 
road Start Friday. Got "gumps" at Lollichs on way back 
and while we were eating supper the dogs beat us to it. 

Jan. 24, Thurs. 

Did nothing today went to school house A.D.C practiced 
this evening. 


Jan. 25, Fri. 

Went to work on the road today. Powdennan 8hrs 
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Jan. 26, Sat. 

Worked on road 6hrs Went to A.V.F.B. (at Raymond 
High school) Banquet. Won half turkey on a raffle. 

Jan. 27, Sun. 

Went to Murrays Ranch and sharpened tools for road 
work. 3hrs Cheneys came this evening to eat turkey with 
us. 


Jan. 28, Mon. 

P.7T.S. 7hrs Worked on road today 8 hrs 
Jan. 29, Tues. 

Worked on road 5 hrs Dave and Nell came and got Marg 
and went to Madera to transfer ground on Northside of 
road to them. When Peggy got out of school we went 
down and signed the deed. A.D.C. practiced this evening. 

Jan. 30, Wed. 

Cut some wood this morning and went with Russel to 
work on flume. 

Jan. 31, Thurs. 

Sent for license plates by stage driver yest. Got them 
today and put them on the car. 

Feb. 1, Fri. 

Worked on road Went to A.D.C. practice at school house 
Feb. 2, Sat. 

Went to show & dance at school house tonite. Came 
home at one A.M. 

Feb. 3, Sun. 

Cloudy today, couldn’t see the eclipse this A.M. Went to 
see Raines about some flume. Am going to tear down 100 
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bxs. Went to Lolliches and helped him on his road. Rode 
the grader 

Feb. 4, Mon. 

Rained all day. Peggy has a cold so staid home. I fded 
my saw and cut my ripsaw down 

Feb. 5, Tues. 

Still raining and Peggy staid home again today. Went 
hunting but saw nothing. 

Feb. 6, Wed. 

Rained hard all day Peggy went to school. Cold much 
better 

Feb. 7, Thurs. 

Rained hard nearly all day A.D.C put their show on at the 
San this evening. 

Feb. 8, Fri. 

Went up and waited all day for the pay car at Murrays 
ranch. Didn't get there until 5—. Dave and Nell were just 
driving into their house as I got home. 

Feb. 9, Sat. 

Cut a rick of drywood today to sell to AVFB. Dave is 
stuck in the mud up in the brush. 

Feb. 10, Sun. 

Worked on Raynes flume (4 bx) Got home at 2— and 
Lollichs were here. Cheneys came in a little latter. Had 
nice visit Dave got out of the mud about 2:30 Am 
printing some pictures tonite for Lollichs. 


Feb. 11, Mon. 

Worked on flume today (5 V 2 bxs.) 
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Feb. 12, Tues. 

Made a store room in the wood shed at the school today 
and this afternoon went up to Jacobsons with Cheney to 
see about cutting wood. Cheney went to see a cow Jake 
has to trade. 

Feb. 13, Wed. 

Measured the lot and set fence posts today. 

Feb. 14, Thurs. 

Worked on flume today. Got a nice gump. Went to see 
Will Rogers in Judge Priest. Lollichs were there. Gave 
them some gump. 

Feb. 15, Fri. 

Worked on flume until noon then went up to road gang 
and waited for pay master. 

Feb. 16, Sat. 

Worked on flume. Came home at 2oc so darned tired. 
Feb. 17, Sun. 

Went to Raymond to AV.F.B. with Cheney. Discussion 
about F.B. Hall. Saw Sugar Pine man when we got back. 
Thru a mix up Cheney gets a hundred bx flume in Ray ? 
for Dave but I am to get half at $ 12’50. Heard Mrs Sweat 
died yest 

Feb. 18, Mon. 

Worked this forenoon on flume. This afternoon on my 
fence. Marg. went to Mrs. Swetes funeral with Lollichs. 
Went to see Ramsden this evening Dorsey was sitting 
up. 


Feb. 19, Tues. 

Went up to Jacobsons to cut wood today. 
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Feb. 20, Wed. 

Cut wood at Jakes today 

Feb. 21, Thurs. 

Cut wood at Jakes. Going to a party at Wannans . Given 
by Russel & Ralf at A.D.C. 

Feb. 22, Fri. 

Worked on road near Murrays today. 

Feb. 23, Sat. 

Worked on road today. SERA is out of money so we lay 
off for awhile. 

Feb. 24, Sun. 

Cut wood at Jakes today, snowed some before I started 
home 

Feb. 25, Mon. 

Worked on flume today also set a few fence posts. 

Feb. 26, Tues. 

Worked on flume. Margaret went to Madera to Home 
Dept, meeting. 

Feb. 27, Wed. 

Worked on flume 

Feb. 28, Thurs. 

Worked on flume. 


March 1, Fri. 

Worked on the flume today . Staid home and straightened 
nails. Storming. 
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March 2, Sat. 

Reed telegram from Mabele this morning Dad passed 
away at 2 A.M. 



One of several photos of Oliver Lee Neer hunting. 


March 3, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs and helped Glen with his calves. Will 
Crooks & Tri came in just as we got home for a little visit. 

March 4, Mon. 

Stormy. Staid home. Straightenend nails. 

March 5, Tues. 

Worked on flume today. Cold and windy. 

March 6, Wed. 

Dave came in this evening. And I took him to Madera on 
his way to S.F. 
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March 7, Thurs. 

Snowed all day. Staid in house most of day. Still 
snowing at 11—PM Went to card party at school house. 
Took in $3.— for Cabin in Whittaker Forest. 

March 8, Fri. 

Staid in house today. Still bad weather. Straightened 
nails. 

March 9, Sat. 

Put in a few fence posts today but it was rather wet and 
sloppy. 

March 10, Sun. 

Did a little work on the flume today but it was rather wet. 
March 11, Mon. 

Worked on flume today Marg went to H.D. meeting at 
Clines. 

March 12, Tues. 

Worked on the read flume until noon. Helped Glen on 
Crooks fence in afternoon. 

March 13, Wed. 

Went to Madera to see about a job on the road. And in 
evening went to see the "Kingsland Marionettes at the 
San. 

March 14, Thurs. 

Finished putting post up on 20 and got one roll of wire up. 
Went to ADC meeting and A1 Geary gave a demonstration 
of his tricks. 


March 15, Fri. 

Worked on road today (laborer) Got card from E.R.A. 
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dated 14— and post marked 14 th 9PM to go to work Mon. 

18 th as powder man. Went to work this evening Cheneys 
this evening to talk over plans for a Carnaval. 

March 16th, Sat. 

Put up some wire fence this morning. Marg & I went to 
Jakes at 10AM. got home at 5P.M. Went to Home Dept 
(Whitaker Forest Cabin Project) dance in Raymond. 

March 17, Sun. 

To FB Meeting, today. Entertainment by Madera Bus. 

Men Very enjoyable day. 

March 18, Mon. 

Worked on road today. A.D.C. practiced this evening but I 
came home early. 

March 19, Tues. 

Worked on Windy Gap road today Got a notice yest to 
go see Dr Allen for examination. 

March 20, Wed. 

Helped Glen with his fence building in Crooks lane. He 
gave me enough wire to finish my fence. Went to see Dr. 
Allen this evening. Bob Wilson went with me. Got a 
letter from Jane. She is coming up the last of April 

March 21, Thurs. 

Snowed all morning, put up another wire along the road 
this afternoon. 

March 22, Fri. 

Was sent home from work on road at 10— because I had 
not been investigated Put another wire on the end line. 
ADC. practiced this evening. 
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March 23, Sat. 

Show and dance. Came home early. Rained all day. 
March 24. Sun. 

Made go devil to get out flume lumber. Hartmans stopt 
on their way up to the San. to see the boy and gave M. a 
chicken (dressed) 

March 25, Mon. 

Worked on the flume today. Gave the go devil a tryout. 
Works good. 

March 26, Tues. 

Worked on flume today got home late. Peggy was in bed 
with a sprained ankle. Fell off the school house steps. 
Marg went to party at Cheneys given for the A.D.C. by 
LeGras & Geary. 

March 27, Wed. 

Peggy suffered so all night we took her to Dr Mythall for 
a Xray. Both bones are fractured above the ankle. 

March 28, Thurs. 

Staid home today Dave came today Still soaked 
March 29, Fri. 

Dr Mythall took another picture of Peggies leg and wasn’t 
sure so we went to see Dr. Dearborn. He said it was O.K. 
Got another work order in Madera Card party this 
evening. Dave left today. 

March 30, Sat. 

Worked on flume. Started taking tr esle down. 


March 31, Sun. 
Worked on flume. 
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April 1, Mon. 

Worked on the road today. Dropt a rock on my toe. 

April 2, Tues. 

Worked on road today Toe rather sore 
April 3, Wed. 

Rained nearly all day. Marg. went to Cheneys to the 
A.DC. meeting. 

April 4, Thurs. 

Worked on flume today. 

April 5, Fri. 

Worked on road. 

April 6, Sat. 

Worked on road went to party at Cheneys. (Birthday) 
Raining this evening 

April 7, Sun. 

Rained all day. Nearly 1 Vz" since last nite. 

April 8, Mon. 

Got in about 3 hrs on the flume today but rain & snow run 
me home. 

April 9, Tues. 

aprox 31 Vz" rain to date. Nearly 3 in rain for this stonn 
Worked on road, came home early because of rain. 

April 10, Wed. 

Worked on road today Dave came this afternoon Says 
he can't live up here. Hope he's right. 
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April 11, Thurs. 

Worked on flume today. Went to Hartman's this evening 
to meeting in re’, carnival for AVFB at Gertrude School. 

April 12, Fri. 

Worked in flume Cliff got material to wire school today. 
April 13, Sat. 

Worked on flume Pulled Geo Crooks out of creek in his 
field. 

April 14, Sun. 

Straightened some of the conduit Cliff got for the school. 
Marg & Peggy went with me in afternoon while I worked 
on flume. 

April 15, Mon. 

Got in a couple hrs on flume this morning. Worked at 
school in afternoon 

April 16, Tues. 

Worked in flume today. 

April 17, Wed. 

Worked on flume Went to school to A.D.C. practice. 
April 18, Thurs. 

Worked with Glen on fence all day 
April 19, Fri. 

Worked part of the day with Glen Lollich on Crooks fence 
then wiring 10 hrs. 


April 20, Sat. 

Wiring school. 14 hrs We all colored eggs this evening 
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April 21, Sun. 

Went to Easter Egg hunt for the school. Held at Hill's. 
April 22, Mon. 

Started to work at San today. S.E.R.A. 

April 23, Tues. 

Worked at San today. 

April 24, Wed. 

M. & Peggy went with me to Jakes and spent the day 
while I cut wood. 



Caption on reverse: “Ahwahnee Easter ” 

April 25, Thurs. 

Went to Jakes and cut wood. M. & Peggy went along. 
Had dinner with Jakes . 

April 26, Fri. 

Worked at San. Got letter from Jane saying she would be 
here Mon. 
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April 27, Sat. 

Worked at San today. Show and dance at school in 
evening. 

April 28, Sun. 

Flower day at F.B. meeting today. Nice meeting. 

April 29, Mon. 

Worked at San. until 10 A.M. Rained. Marg came up 
after me and we went to Madera after Jane. Rained like 
the Deuce. 

April 30, Tues. 

Worked at San. SERA. Stonny 
May 1, Wed. 

Worked Vi da at San. Will morning Crooks told me this 

morning Mr Ramsden died yest evening. Went down this 
afternoon to help dig the grave. Geo Hanby, Kates boys, 
Tom Graham, Bill Gans, Nels Anderson, and Bugs Brown 
helped. 

May 2, Thurs. 

Went down this morning and finished the grave. Hanby 
came and helped. The funeral was held in afternoon. 

May 3, Fri. 

Worked at San. 

May 4, Sat. 

Worked at San 6hrs. Went fishing in evening caught 
two trout. 


May 5, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs today. Heard this evening there is still 
about ten ft of snow in Star Lake 
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May 6, Mon. 

Worked at San. 

May 7, Tues. 

Worked at San. Finished my work card. ?ine were 
working on our light in to school and the shanty. 

May 8, Wed. 

Waited all day for the meter man but he didnt come. 

May 9, Thurs. 

Connected up today without a meter. Radio works good. 
The meter man bret fixt up the school but forgot my meter 
& can. 

May 10, Fri. 

Janes friend S.S. Ramsey came after Jane this morning. 
They left about noon. 

May 11, Sat. 

Carnival went over big. 

May 12, Sun. 

All tired out today. The F.B. took in $218— last nite. 

May 13, Mon. 

Worked at San. Marg got a letter today from Dave in 
Salinas Hospital. Was in a wreck. 

May 14, Tues. 

Worked at San weeding in grave yard. Marg got letter 
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from her dad They went to Salinas. Dave passed away 
Sun Morning. 

May 15, Wed. 

Started wiring at Hills today. 7 

May 16, Thurs. 

Wiring at Hills 

May 17, Fri. 

Worked at San. Hills went to Fresno. 

May 18, Sat. 

Wired at Hills. 

May 19, Sun. 

F.B. meeting at Cedar Brook. We bucked up about 12000 
ft of timber. Lollich named Shaw, Fritz ? Cheney and 
Will Crooks as trustees for the Hall. Members named 
Glen 

May 20, Mon. 

Wiring at Hills. Tried the Fresno this evening. Caught 
three trout. River are is still muddy & high. 


7 On May 8, 1933, the Madera Tribune reported the sale to Arthur 
Lambert Jr. of the Enterprise Mine, formerly owned by Louis Hill of 
Chicago. The Enterprise Mine being the reason the Neers moved to 
California, and the Lamberts appearing in these diaries in future years 
(see July 10, 1943), the Hills mentioned here may be the family of 
Louis Hill. 
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May 21, Tues. 

Worked at hills. 

May 22, Wed. 

Finish Wired at Hills. Nearly finished. 

May 23, Thurs. 

Went to school picnic at Lucky Bill Bridge. Tried the 
Fresno River, no luck. Finished at Hills today. Went to 
Party at Hartmans this evening. 

May 24, Fri. 

Worked on flume today. 

May 25, Sat. 

Worked on flume again today. Have 3 or 4 hrs more work 
to clean up 1 st 60 bxs, 

May 26, Sun. 

Went to Home coming at Ahwahnee San today. Mercede 
bunch put on a big show the best ever. Lollichs staid to 
supper. 

May 27, Mon. 

Went up and cut wood at Jacobsens. 

May 28, Tues. 

Cut wood at Jakes. Got two tires from Wards today. 

71528 mis on speedometer. 

May 29, Wed. 

Took Marg & Peg. to Yosemite Mt Ranch to help Mrs 
Hanby. Rained some and was cold. 


May 30, Thurs. 

Cut wood at Jakes in the rain. 
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May 31, Fri. 

Ricked wood at Jakes 11? . 

June 1, Sat. 

Worked on wood. Just about done up. 

June 2, Sun. 

Went up to the AVFB logging operations. Marg came 
down with Hanby. We got four logs to the mill. Mill 
needs a lot of repairs. 

June 3, Mon. 

Finished the wood job at Jakes today (15 % ricks) 

June 4, Tues. 

We went to Lollichs this afternoon. Came home in 
evening. 

June 5, Wed. 

Went down and helped Glen get in some hay. Fords 
came. They are going to the Mts tomorrow to look for the 
shake trees. 

June 6, Thurs. 

Fords stopt today on their way to the Mts. Am going to 
meet him tomorrow at Frohmans Camp. Mrs Hanby 
phoned Marg. Took her up this afternoon. 

June 7, Fri. 

Went up today to Fish Camp and hunted shake timber 
with Ford 


June 8, Sat. 

Hunted shake timber. Got Marg and came home went to 
dance. Nell came this eve. 
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June 9, Sun. 

Went with Lollich & Cheney and hauled logs. Dave 
Wonnan came with his truck and hauled a big out. 

June 10, Mon. 

Went to Fish Camp this morning to go into the Valley to 
see about shake timber but Ford had gone to Brueners 
Meadow. So looked for post timber near Miami Lodge 

June 11, Tues. 

Went down to Lollich today. Helped Glen bring in wheat 
hay. Marg did her washing 

June 12, Wed. 

Went up and picked up the rest of 60 bxs flume Brot 
some timber home for a gate. 

June 13, Thurs. 

Went to see the experimental plot at the San today. 
Garthwaite gave us a talk on different grasses and feed. 
Vetch seems to be a good feed for the country. 

June 14, Fri. 

Was a party at Ivorys this evening but we didn’t go. 
Cheneys went to City. Mrs. McClure very sick. Lollichs 
stopt on way to party and didn’t go. 

June 15, Sat. 

Went to party at Nieders for Russel Wonnan & Bride. 
June 16, Sun. 

AVFB meeting held at Midway. We ran the saw mill and 
sawed a log. Ran out of water on the second log. 
However it is a start. 

June 17, Mon. 

Wrote Hannan today. Came this afternoon to Happy 
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Camp to cut posts for Glen on Crooks permit. 

June 18, Tues. 

Made 25 posts today out of a fallen log. Went to Miami 
pond this evening but got nothing Party passed thru camp 
today going to cut shakes on Chowchilla Mt. 

June 19, Wed. 

Made 35 more posts out of same log and fell a burned 
snag that looks good. Hanbys came this evening and 
Marg is going to Y. Mt. Club Sat. 

June 20, Thurs. 

Cut posts. Still have a bull cut to work up. 

June 21, Fri. 

Started with Hanby back to Grizzly Creek went as 
packer. Took a Mr. Webber & young woman to look for 
camping place for a three week trip. 

June 22, Sat. 

Camped at Grizzly Creek last nite and came back to from 
Creek lakes in afternoon. Caught 18 trout this evening. 

June 23, Sun. 

Came back to Y. Mt. Ranch today. All in 
June 24, Mon. 

Came to Fords Camp at Fresno Grove. 

July 4, Thurs. 

Lollichs came to camp today. Cut shakes in morning 
Glen to 1100 shakes to Ahwahnee for me. 


July 5, Fri. 
Cut shakes. 
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July 6, Sat. 

Cut shakes. 

July 7, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee and brot Marg & P. back to Fresno 
Grove. 

July 8, Mon. 

Cut posts and fixt up camp for M. 

July 9, Tues. 

Cut posts. 

July 10, Wed. 

Cut posts in morning and shakes in afternoon. 

July 11, Thurs. 

Rived shakes today. 

July 13, Sat. 

Came to Ahwahnee today to stay all night. 

July 14, Sun. 

Lollichs & Forthmans came to Fords today. Had dinner 
with them. 

July 15, Mon. 

Took two cuts out of one old twisted log today. No good 
July 16, Tues. 

Tried two little logs today. The one I was on will rive. At 
noon went up above Kelleys and started on another. 

July 17, Wed. 

Have taken two or three cuts out of last log and some of it 
will rive. 
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July 18, Thurs. 

Worked on log near Crooks & Lollich post pile Not 
much good. We started on it Tues. 

July 19, Fri. 

Rived a few shakes on small tree below camp. Bob took 
2000 shakes to sell a man near Fish Camp at $10 per. 

July 20, Sat. 

Bob has found two logs below where we worked on road 
that goes out from Big Trees. Took 1000 shakes to 
Ahwahnee this evening. 

July 21, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting at Cedar Brook then came to Y.M. 
Ranch. We are going to shake camp tomorrow. 

July 22, Mon. 

Came back to camp today and moved up to Fresno Grove. 
July 23, Tues. 

Logs Bob found are not so good. Full of worms. 

July 24, Wed. 

Found another log near where we are working and think it 
will rive good. 

July 25, Thurs. 

Lollichs came today. We all had dinner at Fords. Glen 
took back 75 posts Worked some on the new log. 

July 26, Fri. 

Started riving shakes on log I found. Rived 200 this 
afternoon and made some mail. 
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Aug. 9, Fri. 

Hartmans & Frothmans all came to see Fords today. 

Aug. 10, Sat. 

Fords went to Raymond today. Lollichs came at noon. 
Glen took back a few posts of odd lengths. & 500 shakes 

Aug. 11, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee today with 1000 shakes. Then up to 
Mt Ranch to see Marg. Took some pictures of Deanie. 
Then back to camp. 

Aug. 20, Tues. 

Glen came up to came in Big Trees and got posts and 
helped move me home 

Aug. 22, Thurs. 

Tried the log above Wormans today but it is no good. 
Aug. 23, Fri. 

Glen & Cheney worked on Wormans engine. 

Aug. 24, Sat. 

Marg came home this afternoon. Went down to Lollichs 
and had supper at their house. 

Aug. 25, Sun. 

Dug for water today over on the lot today. It stands 
within a foot or two of the surface in a couple of places. 

Aug. 26, Mon. 

Went with Glen and started on Hanbys roof. Got the old 
shakes off and half the new ones on. 

Aug. 27, Tues. 

Finished Hanbys roof today. Sold 400’ of flume lumber 



132 Volume 3 


to Glen to use at Sells. 

Aug. 28, Wed. 

Went up to Miami looking for shake timber. Found none. 
Brot home six seedling yellow pines. 

Aug. 29, Thurs. 

Spent three hrs painting at the school. 

Oct. 14 

Came down from Petty's shake camp in Chiquita Basin 
Snowing. Brot 450 shakes. 

Oct. 15 

Loafed today. Marg rented the field for tonight to Higgins 
a cow man 

Nov. 29, Fri. 

Helped Glen with ceiling in Crooks cabin (Stebefuss) 

Nov. 30, Sat. 

Painted ceiling in cabin today. Making six days work to 
be applied on rent of our "shanty" 

Dec. 1, Sun. 

Went to Cedar Brook Made posts for Shaw. Nell & 

Mina came today to spend a few days. Lollichs were here 
but I missed them. 

ADDRESSES 

Jane Neer 762 Pine St. S.F. 

Mabel Neer 1834 Chickasau, Eagle Rock 

Mary had a little lamb 

Its fleece was white as snow 

And every place that Mary went 
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The lamb was sure to go 
BIRTHDAYS 

71528 on speedometer when I put last tires on. 
MEMORANDA 

KPO Death Valley Days Tuesday 9PM 
" Thurs at 9:15 Winning the West 
K.F.T. One Mans family 5P.M. Wednesday 
K.F.I. 8 o’clock Fred Allen 
Smiles. Wed 

KFRC & Fresno Tues & Thurs 8:30 Camel Cig 
KSFO Fri 5:15 Memory Lane 

(At 47 KGO Sunday at 6:15 Wonders of the Sky Henry 
M Hyde) 

KYA Sun at 7 oc Astronomical About the Stars. U of 
C. 

coffee, flour at home, Tire patches, carbide, Oat meal, 
Cheney Ca mas ?, Butter 

(July 25th Glen, has taken 346 cedar posts to date) 

KSFO - 92 Oakland 
KFRC - 78 SF 
KQVV - 26 San Jose 
KYA - 15 SF 
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Volume 4 
1936 

Car Serial no 1279424 (inside cover) 

Jan. 1, Wed. 

Went thru the Enterprise with Mr Collins yest. We went 
Cheneys this evening. 

Jan. 2, Thurs. 

Rained all day. Staid in house. 

Jan. 3, Fri. 

Fog all day. Cut some wood. Worked at it all day 
Jan. 4, Sat. 

Went to dance at school. Not many people came. Brot 
Anita F. up to spend the night with Peggy. Brot rip saw 
mach up from Glens . 

Jan. 5, Sun. 

Went down and helped Glen load rip saw on truck to 
bring up here. Had Follichs for dinner today. 

Jan. 6, Mon. 

Cold & cloudy. Got card from PWA to go to work 
tomorrow on road. 

Jan. 7, Tues. 

Cloudy. Worked on road near El ams . 6hrs. 


Jan. 8, Wed. 

Went to work on road this a.m. Rained. Came home at 
1 loc 
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Jan. 9, Thurs. 

No work. Raining 

Jan. 10, Fri. 

Still stormy. 

Jan. 11, Sat. 

Another dull day 

Jan. 12, Sun. 

Worked on the power saw. Did a little ripping. 

Jan. 13, Mon. 

Started work on road but rain sent us home at noon. 

Jan. 14, Tues. 

Went down on road but no one worked. 

Jan. 15, Wed. 

Nice warm day. Worked on road. Raining tonight. 

Jan. 16, Thurs. 

Worked on road this morning. Rain sent us home. 

Jan. 17, Fri. 

Worked on the road. Nice day. 

Jan. 18, Sat. 

Ripped some 4x6 and sawed couple ricks wood. 

Jan 19, Sun. 

AVFB meeting at Gertrude school. Sold them a rick of 
wood. Discussed banquet. 

Jan. 20, Mon. 

Worked on road Heard Mrs Cease had been asked to 
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resign. 8 

Jan. 22, Wed. 

Worked on the road 

Jan. 23, Thurs. 

Worked on road. 

Jan. 24, Fri. 

Worked on road. 

Jan. 25, Sat. 

Cut wood and worked on Peggies play house 
Jan. 26, Sun. 

Went down and helped Glen prune grape vines. Glen bro. 
& Aunt came up from Long Beach today. 

Jan. 27, Mon. 

Worked on road. 

Jan. 28, Tues. 

Worked on road 

Jan. 29, Wed. 

Worked on road Marg went with Tri to Madera 


8 Lola Cease: Superintendent, Madera County Hospital; resigned 
effective April 1, 1920 (Madera Tribune Number 126, March 30, 
1920). Director, Ahwahnee Tubercular Sanitarium; from its opening 
in 1920 ( ibid .); reappointed April 1, 1936 (Madera Tribune Number 
125, April 1, 1936. 
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Jan. 30, Thurs. 

Worked on road. 

Jan. 31, Fri. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 1, Sat. 

Rained all day and last night. 

Feb. 2, Sun. 

Cleared off today, went up to see Hanby. Crooks came 
over this evening. 

Feb. 3, Mon. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 4, Tues. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 5, Wed. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 6, Thurs. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 7, Fri. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 8, Sat. 

Dance at school tonite 

Feb. 9, Sun. 

Glen came up and got the saw to use at Pr ices 
Feb. 10, Mon. 

Nick phoned "no work today." 
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Feb. 11, Tues. 

Started raining last nite and is still raining. 

Feb. 12, Wed. 

Rained all day. 

Feb. 13, Thurs. 

Just another rainy day. 

Feb. 14, Fri. 

Banquet comittee met here today. And it is still raining 
We sure hope it clears before tomorrow night. 

Feb. 15, Sat. 

Went to Banquet at school house. Nice all day but started 
raining in evening. 

Feb. 16, Sun. 

Cleaned up the mess at school house. Lollichs, Cheney 
Wormans were there Also Bill Crooks. Raining. 

Feb. 17, Mon. 

No rain today. Went down to work on road but no one 
showed up. 

Feb. 18, Tues. 

Raining today. Hanbys came in this afternoon. 

Feb. 19, Wed. 

Rained all day 

Feb. 20, Thurs 
Worked on road 


Feb. 21, Fri. 

Went to work this morning but Nick sent us all home. 
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Feb. 22, Sat. 

Rained today. 

Feb. 23, Sun. 

Rained all day. 24 Vz" of rain to date. 

Feb. 24, Mon 
Cloudy & cold today. 

Feb. 25, Tues. 

25" of rain to date. Snow on the ground this morning. 
The storm is over. 

Feb. 26, Wed. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 27, Thurs. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 28, Fri. 

Worked on road 

Feb. 29, Sat. 

Worked 8 hrs on road Went to Marionette Show and 
dance afterwards at School 

March 1, Sun. 

Put in about 2 hrs on Crooks fence for Glen. 

March 2, Mon. 

No work today. 

March 3, Tues. 

Worked on road. 
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March 4, Wed. 

Worked on road. 

March 5, Thurs. 

Worked on road. 

March 6, Fri. 

Worked on road. 

March 7, Sat. 

Loafed with sore neck. 

March 8, Sun. 

Went this morning to have Ballard fix my neck. Glen 
came up this afternoon and hauled some posts down in the 
lane 

March 9, Mon. 

Worked on road My neck is O.K. today. 

March 10, Tues. 

Worked on road 

March 11, Wed. 

Worked on road 

March 12, Thurs. 

Worked on road. 

March 13, Fri. 

Worked on road 

March 14, Sat. 

Worked on Crooks fence for Glen. 
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March 15, Sun. 

Went to FB meeting in Raymond. 

March 16, Mon. 

Worked on road. 

March 17, Tues. 

Worked on road 

March 18, Wed. 

Worked on road. Marg got letter from Nell. 

March 19, Thurs. 

Worked on road 

March 20, Fri. 

Worked on road 

March 21, Sat. 

Took 1000 shakes down to Fritz Hartmans ranch. Then 
came back to Lollichs and made hinges for Geo Crooks & 
helped Glen brand calves. 

March 22, Sun. 

Worked on Crooks fence. 

March 23, Mon. 

Worked on road 

March 24, Tues. 

Started on road but rain & snow sent us home. 


March 25, Wed. 
Burning trees. 
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March 26, Thurs. 

Fell several bullpines. 

March 27, Fri. 

Went to Madera to get shoes for Peggy and myself. 
March 28, Sat. 

Peggy has a bad cold. Dance tonight. Am staying home 
with Peggy. 

March 29, Sun. 

Peggy's cold is some better today. 

March 30, Mon. 

Rained all day. 

March 31, Tues. 

27 " rain to date Cold today cloudy with some snow 

flurries. Hear Mrs. Cease is to remain 

April 1, Wed. 

Went to A.D.C. party up at Miss Donnelly's 

April 2, Thurs. 

Burned brush 

April 3, Fri. 

Rained all night. 

April 4, Sat. 

29 1/4" Cloudy today 


April 5, Sun. 

Glen came up and he & I started on Hall. 
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April 6, Mon. 

Started on Eleanor Crooks book case 

April 7, Tues. 

Finished the book case. 

April 8, Wed. 

Worked on flume 

April 9, Thurs. 

Laid up today with pain in left hip. 

April 10, Fri. 

Worked on Hall. Peggy has a rash or something on body. 
Glen brot up the saw today. 

April 11, Sat. 

Filed saw today. 

April 12, Sun. 

Worked on Hall. Had lunch down at Easter Picnic. 
Peggies rash looks tonite like chicken pox. 

April 13, Mon. 

Ripped some flume boards today. 

April 14, Tues. 

Went down and helped Glen with calves and plowing his 
vinyard 

April 15, Wed. 

Just another day 

April 16, Thurs. 

This afternoon we went to see how near we could get to 
the Club. Got half way up the hill. Two snow drifts. 
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April 17, Fri. 

Worked on hall 

April 18, Sat. 

Worked for Eleanor Crooks. Building business for her 
vines 

April 19, Sun. 

F.B. meeting 

April 20, Mon. 

Went to see Mrs Jakcobson. Just getting well from 
pneumonia. Went down to Lollichs in afternoon 

April 21, Tues. 

Went this am to Club, shoveled thru two snow drifts. 
Went to see Harrah’s Jersey cow. 

April 22, Wed. 

Planted seeds to take to club. 

April 23, Thurs. 

Worked on saw outfit all day. 

April 24, Fri. 

Worked on Hall went Lollich's this evening. Carnival 
committee. 

April 25, Sat. 

Tinkered around home. 


April 26, Sun. 

Worked on hall. Marg went with Mrs. Sell, Cease, & 
Fishers to Hornitos Picnic back via Yosemite 
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April 29, Wed. 

Worked on hall today Monday and Tues. With Cline & 
Calhoun for the past four days. 

April 30, Thurs. 

Worked on Hall. Sheeting is on roof but not on sides. 

May 1, Fri. 

Worked on Hall 

May 2, Sat. 

Worked on Hall. 

May 3, Sun. 

Had good turn out today on Hall. The roof is finished. 

May 4, Mon. 

Worked on Hall. 

May 5, Tues. 

Worked at Hall. Half of floor was laid today. 

May 6, Wed. 

Worked on Hall Floor laid. 

May 7, Thurs. 

Worked on hall. 

May 8, Fri. 

Worked on Hall 

May 9, Sat. 

Worked on Hall and getting ready for the Carnival Good 
crowd and think we did well. 
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May 10, Sun. 

Glen, Will C., Cliff and myself cleaned up the mess at the 
Hall. All had leavings at our house at noon. 

May 11, Mon. 

Went to Fresno Marg. Tri and Mr Lollich went along. 

Bot rings for Stude. 

May 12, Tues. 

Helped Glen on Will C's cattleguard 
May 13, Wed. 

Helped Glen today Finished cattleguard and repaired 
some fence. 

May 14, Thurs. 

Took a load up to Club today. 

May 15, Thurs. 

Took a load up to club today 

May 16, Sat. 

Went to Fresno for supplies today. 

May 17, Sun. 

Had nice meeting in new F.B. Hall. The first to be held. 
Came to Club this evening. Brot Mrs. Lollich with us. 

May 18, Mon. 

Helped Marg & Mrs. L. today about the club. 

May 19, Tues. 

Everything in shape tonite for guests. M. & Mrs Lollich 
worke like slaves the last two days Had letter from Jane 
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May 20, Wed. 

Started on fence today. Schumacher hasnt come yet. 

Marg looked for him yest and this evening 

May 21, Thurs. 

Schumacher and Kerkoffs came today Half day on fence. 
May 22, Fri. 

More guests arrived today. Worked on road 
[On Memoranda page:] 

May 22 nd put in day dragging road with car. $7.00 
May 23, Sat. 

Staid at club with Marg. 12 guests. Shaw came up to see 
Abrahams or Shultz today. 

May 24, Sun. 

Worked a little on fence. All but four guests left today. 
May 25, Mon. 

Worked on fence part of day. Rest of guests left. Went to 
Ahwahnee 

May 26, Tues. 

Worked on fence. Two more guests came today. 

May 27, Wed. 

Guests left this am. Worked on fence all day. 

May 28, Thurs. 

Worked on fence but came home at 2 pm. because of rain. 
Snowing this evening. 

May 29, Fri. 

Worked on fence Still storming. Dan went down today. 
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May 30, Sat. 

Worked on fence Still storming. 

May 31, Sun. 

Rained and snowed all day. 

June 1, Mon. 

Partly cloudy today. Worked on fence. Got battery from 
Geo Crooks for radio Works fine. 

June 2, Tues. 

Worked on fence. 

June 3, Wed. 

Snowed all morning but rain took it off about noon. 

June 4, Thurs. 

Worked all day on fence. Finished outside Pasture fence 
today 

June 5, Fri. 

Rained all day. 

June 6, Sat. 

Finished pasture fence today. Dewey Winder brot the cow 
and calf today. 

June 7, Sun. 

Rained all morning. Ins. men left. King was in Fish 
Camp but couldn't get up hill. Went to Awhahnee. 

June 8, Mon. 

Marg. went to Home Dept, meeting at Cedar Brook. 


June 9, Tues. 

Drug road today Put five trout in ice pond. 
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June 10, Wed. 

Worked on road Put four more trout in pond. 

June 11, Thurs. 

Worked on road Went to Ahwahnee to do some wiring 
for Mecchi but he was not ready 

June 12, Fri. 

Worked on road. 

June 13, Sat. 

Went to dance at Ahwahnee. Worked on road with two 
men. One from Goseberry Camp and a bum 9 

June 14, Sun. 

Worked on road (Coats & Fields) 10 

June 15, Mon. 

Worked on road with Coats 

June 16, Tues. 

Worked on road with Coats. 

June 17, Wed. 

Worked on road Went after Young berries in evening 
June 18 

Worked on road 


9 Coats and Fields; see next entry, June 14. 

10 Or “Shields”; see the Memoranda page below. 
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June 19, Fri. 

Worked on road 

June 20, Sat. 

Worked on road. Can do no more it is getting too dry. 
June 21, Sun. 

Paid Coats and took him down to highway Went to 
Ahwahnee F.B. meeting Brot Anita & Mrs. Hamilton 
back 

June 22, Mon. 

Started work on cooler. Put 8 more trout in pond. 

June 23, Tues. 

Fixt up cooler and piped water to it. 

June 24, Wed. 

Took Mrs Hamilton and Anita home. 

June 25, Thurs. 

Loafed today. 

June 26, Fri. 

Jean Shaw, her sister and Mrs Reinhart (Botanist) came 
up to salt Shaws cattle 

June 27, Sat. 

Started work on engine at noon today. 

June 28, Sun. 

Got valves ground and adjusted 


June 29, Mon. 

Got started on rings today. 
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June 30, Tues. 

Nearly finished car today. Walked to mail this evening 
Peggy & Marg went as far as top of hill. 

July 1, Wed. 

Finished car. Rather stiff to start. Tight rings 
July 2, Thurs. 

Went down to Ahwahnee and wired Mecchis cabin 
July 3, Fri. 

House full tonight Martins Shultz & King. 

July 4, Sat. 

Went to meadow with Mr. Shultz, Martin and King. 
July 5, Sun. 

The bunch left today. We went to Ahwahnee this 
evening. 

July 6, Mon. 

Fell cedar tree to make cribbing for cesspool. 

July 7, Tues. 

Split slabs for cribbing for cesspool. 

July 8, Wed. 

Worked on cesspool. 

July 9, Thurs. 

Finished cesspool and soil pipe laid. 


July 10, Fri. 

Connected the toilet in basement here at club. 
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July 11, Sat. 

Went to dance at Ahwahnee FB Hall. 

July 12, Sun. 

Cheneys came up this evening and had supper with us. 
July 13, Mon. 

Split a few posts. The first this summer. 

July 14, Tues. 

Put new spark plug in Stude. 

July 15, Wed. 

Went to Ahwahnee to wire F.B. Hall but Cheney did not 
have the material Split some posts this morning. 

July 16, Thurs. 

Split Posts 

July 17, Fri. 

Split posts. 

July 18, Sat. 

Cut posts this morning. 

July 19, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting at Shaws. Cedar Brook 

July 20, Mon. 

Cut posts this morning. 

July 21, Tues. 

Put up meter socket at FB Hall. A light tan truck came up 
to club today, on way out stole the drag. 
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July 22, Wed. 

Split posts this am. Went looking for the drag that was 
taken from the road. 

July 23, Thurs. 

Found drag over at ditch on big creek They promised to 
bring it back. A guest arrived today. 

July 24, Fri. 

Mr Emerit brot back the drag this morning he seems a 
very nice fellow went to Ahwahnee. 

July 25, Sat. 

Took a walk down below the meadow with Mr Earl & 
Peggy 

July 26, Sun. 

Cow has been sick today. Has refused to eat. Lost 
another hoof. 

July 27, Mon. 

Cow some better but refuses bran 
July 28, Tues. 

Started cutting wood. Put new universals in car today. 
Cow improving. 

July 29, Wed. 

Went to Ahwahnee. Mr Earl went with me. Floyd 
Branscome came this evening. 

July 30, Thurs. 

Martins came today. 

July 31, Fri. 

Martins left today on their fishing trip. 
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Aug. 1, Sat. 

Glen came for posts today. 

Aug. 2, Sun. 

Martins came back from fishing trip today. Spot was bred 
today. 

Aug. 3, Mon. 

Rupture has hurt most of day. 

Aug. 4, Tues. 

More guests arrived today. (15) Went to Ahwahnee 
Aug. 5, Wed. 

Took Mrs Martin & O Brien to Cedar Brook 
Aug. 6, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee Mr Schumacher came today 
Aug. 7, Fri. 

Martin told me today to fix the Bridge of Sighs. He is 
leaving tomorrow but women are staying. 

Aug. 8, Sat. 

Went to Ahwahnee Martin and OBrien & Doc left this 
morning Will be back Thurs 

Aug. 9, Sun. 

Mr. Schumacher Mr. Shelton and Zack Sheltons & I took 
boys to meadow They caught 7 fish Put 6 in pond 

Aug. 10, Mon. 

Repaired Bridge of sighs yest. 


Aug. 11, Tues. 

Went to Ahwahnee with Mrs Martin & OBrien Mrs 
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Martins Bro & Family came today. 

Aug. 13, Thurs. 

Martin & OBrien returned today. Gave calf serum 
Aug. 15, Sat. 

OBriens car striped pinion and ring gear today. 

Aug. 20, Thurs. 

OBriens car was ready this morning and they left for L.A. 
Aug. 23, Sun. 

Martins Engineer Mr. P allin and family left today. We 
are alone. 

Aug. 24, Mon. 

Lollichs came up today. 

Aug. 25, Tues. 

Hargears came today 

Aug. 26, Wed. 

Fell Sugar pine today. 

Aug. 27, Thurs. 

Started making shakes. 

Aug. 28, Fri. 

Rived shakes this evening went to Ahwahnee 
Aug. 29, Sat. 

Rived shakes. Took Hargears down to swimming hole at 
Footmans Camp. 

Aug. 30, Sun. 

Rived shakes. 
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Aug. 31, Mon. 

Took Peggy to Ahwahnee. Got 6 turkies from Glen. Brot 
Bill Elam back to make pond 

Sept. 1, Tues. 

Started on pond today. Went down this evening and got 
powder 

Sept. 2, Wed. 

Went to Fresno Grove with Hargears today. 

Sept. 3, Thurs. 

Worked on pond. Rained a little 
Sept. 4, Fri. 

Went to Ahwahnee today. Got Peggy 
Sept. 5, Sat. 

Hargears left today. Went to dance at F.B. Hall. Marg 
staid at ranch expecting guests 

Sept. 6, Sun. 

Mr. & Mrs. Kubly and son came today. 

Sept. 7, Mon. Kublys left after dinner. ? still on 
dam. 

Sept. 8, Tues. 

Rived shakes. Bill went to town last night. Came back 
with Marg tonite 

Sept. 9, Wed. 

Worked on fish pond. 


Sept 10, Thurs. 

Bill Elam left tonight. Fish pond finished 
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Caption on obverse: “a fish hatchery ” 


Sept. 11, Fri. 

Rived shakes 

Sept. 12, Sat. 

Cheneys came up this evening with Mrs. Vance & 
daughter 

Sept. 13, Sun. 

Cheney came up with helped me fall a sugar pine snag 
and put 26 trout in pond 

Sept. 14, Mon. 

Rived shakes 3200 to date. 


Sept. 15, Tues. 
Made shakes 
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Sept. 16, Wed. 

Marg got wire today Mr. Reid had passed away. Left at 
noon for Phoenix. 

Sept. 17, Thurs. 

Had card from Marg. She will get to Phoenix tonite. 
Worked on shakes. 

Sept. 18, Fri. 

Hanby came up today. Wanted some cedar blocks he had 
cut last year. 

Sept. 19, Sat. 

Rived 700 shakes today. 

Sept. 20, Sun. 

Rived shakes. 

Sept. 21, Mon. 

Lollichs came today. Glen took down 4000 shakes Took 
a cut off the tree Cheney helped me fall. 

Sept. 22, Tues. 

1 st cut on butt of snag was no good Took another cut and 
it is fair. 

Sept. 23, Wed. 

Worked on shakes. 

Sept. 24, Thurs. 

Worked on shakes. Tree getting better. 1600 shakes out 
of 2 cuts. 


Sept. 25, Fri. 

Went after Peggy. Mr Shultz & King were here when I 
returned. Mr & Mrs Martin & Mr Hess came about 
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7:—pm. 

Sept. 26, Sat. 

Made agreement with Mr Shultz King & Martin for 
shakes on ranch 

Nov. 21 

Am putting in window casings now. 

Nov. 22, Sun. 

The teacher & her mother left for Thanksgiving vacation. 
We moved into the house a last. 

Nov. 23, Mon. 

Staid in bed all morning Had cold. 

Nov. 24, Tues. 

Cold some better Worked on cottage. 

Dec. 5 

Laying floor in cottage. Started bale of hay & sack of 
barley. 

Dec. 18 

Finished bale of hay last nite.. 12 days. 

Memoranda 

S.C. Shields from Berry Camp, 
worked. Sat. June 13 
and Sun. “ 14 

Oliver Coats 
Worked June 13 
“ 14 
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1937 

Feb. 13, Sat. 

Marg has been under weather for a week or more. 

Teacher (Miss Vance) also sick. 

Feb. 14, Sun. 

Has stormed since Xmas with very little good weather. 
Clearing today. Marg better tonite. 

Feb. 24 

Miss Vance went to S.F. Sick. Mrs Worman substituting 
March 12, Fri. 

FB Banquet. 86 lbs turkey picked, dressed down 61 lbs 
meats. Fed 95 people 89 at tables & 6 girls serving. 

March 22, Mon. 

Snowed all night Power went off this AM. Not on yet. 7 
p.m. 

April 10, Sat. 

Went to party at R. Wormans last night. 

April 11, Sun. 

Swallows came today. Plowed ditch for pipe from Gybes 
to F.B. Russell Worman with his truck. 

April 25, Sun 

Went to club. Walked up from gate. Snow 6 ft deep in 
places. 


April 26, Mon. 

Worked on well at cottage, and hauled gravel. 
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May 10, Mon. 

Went to Fresno for plumbing supplies for cottage. Spot 
calved last nite . 

May 11, Tues. 

Spot calved last nite. 

June 11, Fri. 

Went to Madera today & got Jane & Bob. 



Lee Neer’s first daughter, Leona Jane Neer (right), 
and her husband, Harold Edward (Bob) Quinlan 
(left). 

June 19, Sat. 

Jane & Bob left today. Marion & Mrs Reid came in 
evening. 

June 20, Sun. 

Think Spot was bred today. 


July 1 

Mariposa Bred 
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July 2, Fri. 

Martins & OBriens came today. 

Aug. 25, Wed. 

Spot bred today. 

Memoranda 
Feb 24, 1937 

Feb. 24 
Feb. 25 
Mar. 4 
Mar. 5 
Mar. 17 
it] 

1938 

Jan. 15, Sat. 

Rained last night nearly 4" About 16" to date. Power off 
all day 

April 1, Fri. 

Jane & Bob came today. 

April 2, Sat. 

Went into Valley today with Jane & Bob & Peggy in Bobs 
brothers DeSoto. 

April 3, Sun. 

Bob & Jane left today. 


Cribbage scores 
Peggy Daddy 

4 

1 1 

3 

1 2 

1 3 [3 has a red line through 


April 10, Sat. 

Went to party at R. Wormans last night. 
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April 11 

Mariposa had calf today. 
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1940 

Sept. 19, Thurs. 

Closed space over partition bet. kitchen and club room. 
Rosecrans party here. 

Sept. 20 

Found lion tracks all over place. No hunters today. 

Oct. 8, Tues. 

Stormed .25" rain Lowerd lake 14." 

Oct. 9, Wed. 

Clear wann 

Oct. 10, Thurs. 

Clear wann 

Oct. 11, Fri. 

Clear wann 

Oct. 12, Sat. 

Clear wann 

Oct. 13, Sun. 

Clear wann very little frost in meadow. 

Oct. 14, Mon. 

Clear wann. 

Oct. 15, Tues. 

Clear wann 
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Oct. 16, Wed. 

Clear warm 

Oct. 17, Thurs. 

Clear warm 

Oct. 18, Fri. 

Clear warm Marg & Peggy came up this evening. 

Oct. 19, Sat. 

Clear wann. Mr & Mrs Shultz & Mr King came today. 
Oct. 20, Sun. 

Mr & Mrs Shultz and King left after lunch. Warm and 
slightly cloudy Marg & Peggy went home. 

Oct. 21, Mon. 

Wann. Still cloudy Put cedar boom in front of spillway 
this morning. Marg was up today. 

Oct. 22, Tues. 

Cloudy and windy sprinkled. Cut brush at lake. Clear 
tonite. 

Oct. 23, Wed. 

Cloudy. Cut brush and worked on wood pile this 
afternoon. 

Oct. 24, Thurs. 

Took cows home this morning. Raining hard when I got 
back to club. Had rained Vi" before dark. 

Oct. 25, Fri. 

2.5" rain fell between 4pm yest. and 5am today. Worked 
ditching water from the roads. Lake raised 5" last nite. 
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Oct. 26, Sat. 

Snowed all day clearing tonite. Water in lake lowered 2". 
about 1" snow on ground 3.25 for this stonn. 

Oct. 27, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee last nite after dark. Marg. met me at 
Fish Camp. Got back about 5pm. Marg & P. brot me 
back. They will go down in morning. 

Oct. 28, Mon. 

Burned brush all day at lake. Clear warmer Total 
precipitation to date 3.50" 

Oct. 29, Tues. 

Burned brush and went to Ahwahnee after rake and some 
cement to fix around fireplace chimney. Trace of snow 
this morning, clear tonite 

Oct. 30, Wed. 

Worked on road and moved to Chafee House. Marg was 
up and helped move. 

Oct. 31, Thurs. 

Burned brush. Frost in big meadow but very little here. 
Nov. 1, Fri. 

Clear and wann. 40° at 5am. on the porch no frost here 
but lots at the big meadow. Marg was up today. 

Nov. 2, Sat. 

Started raining at 2A.M. rained until 10a.m. Going to 
dance at Ahwahnee. Marg. came after me. 

Nov. 3, Sun. 

Came back this morning Snowed some today making .9" 
for this storm or a total to date of 4.4" 
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Nov. 4, Mon. 

Thermometer dropt to 26 degrees last night but warmed 
up some today. Worked on wood pile. 

Nov. 5, Tues. 

Warmer last nite no frost. Went to Ahwahnee today to 
vote. Transplanted some smilo grass. 

Nov. 6, Wed. 

Burned brush at meadow and cut wood. Warm last nite 
and today. 

Nov. 7, Thurs. 

Trace of rain this morning. Burned brush and hauled 
wood. 

Nov.8, Fri. 

Few clouds wann. Worked at meadow burning. 

Nov. 9, Sat. 

Glen came today. Snowed all afternoon. Everything is 
white. Marg. & Peggy came up this evening. 

Nov. 10, Sun. 

26° at 5am. Clear and warm Worked cleaning around 
the house. The storms brot .2" rain. Total to date 4.6" 

Nov. 11, Mon. 

Took 18 turkies to the San. 120 per lb. wann few clouds. 
Planted vetch 

Nov. 12, Tues. 

Took balance of turkies home. 

Nov. 13, Wed. 

Burned brush at big meadow. Cloudy & warm. 



168 Volume 5 


Barometer normal. 

Nov. 14, Thurs. 

Worked repairing flashing around fireplace chimney and 
draining the new tank. Barometer moved. 80° on porch 

Nov. 15, Fri. 

Burned brush at meadow. Nice warm day. 80 on porch. 
Nov. 16, Sat. 

Burned brush at meadow Nice day warm, few clouds. 
Nov. 17, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee at noon to FB. meeting Am still 
secretary for another year. 

Nov. 18, Mon. 

Got back early this morning 7am. burned brush and 
cleaned around lake 

Nov. 19. Tues. 

Caught a large bob cat this morning. Ice on about an acre 
of the uper end of lake. Beautiful day 

Nov. 20, Wed. 

Worked burning and cleaning at lake 
Nov. 21, Thurs. 

Cut wood this morning. Went to Lollichs for dinner in 
evening 

Nov. 22, Fri. 

Came home this morning. Trace of snow fell last nite. 


Nov. 23, Sat. Worke at lake cleaning shore 
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Nov. 24, Sun. 

Marg and Peggy came up today. Went to Ahwahnee in 
evening. 


Nov. 25, Mon. 

Went to Madera to get grafting wax and bulletons on 
pruning and grafting. 

Nov. 26, Tues. 

Beautifull day Lake half covered with ice. Hurt a rib 
rolling logs out of water. 

Nov. 27, Wed. 

Marg & Peggy came up today. Cut some oak wood 
Nov. 28, Thurs. 

Ribs much better but still painfull, worked around house 
Got a duck. 

Nov. 29, Fri. 

Took six logs out of lake today. Worked until dark. 
Wann and cloudy. 

Nov. 30, Sat. 

Worked at lake. At 6 am. it was 50° on the porch. Six 
deer are coming for barley daily. 

Dec. 1, Sun. 

Worked at lake all morning. Ice on lake nearly gone. 
Going to Ahwahnee for trurky dinner 

Dec. 2, Mon. 

Came back this morning and worked at lake. Have 12 
logs out of water. 
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Dec. 3, Tues. 

Got a couple of logs out of lake and cut some of the brush 
in water. Ice all gone. 

Dec. 4, Wed. 

Worked at lake, weather still clear and warm 
Dec. 5, Thurs. 

Worked at lake, on logs and brush. Warm & clear. 

Dec. 6, Fri. 

Have taken about 20 logs out of the lake to date. Wann 
and clear 

Dec. 7, Sat. 

Worked at lake 

Dec. 8, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee last nite for the dance, back to Ranch 
this morning 

Dec. 9, Mon. 

Went to lake took out a couple of rotten logs. 

Dec. 10, Tues. 

Worked at lake. 

Dec. 11, Wed. 

Frost last nite at Chafee House. The first time for several 
days. Brot tools up from lake 

Dec. 12, Thurs. 

Lake nearly frozen over. 22° on porch at 6am. and staid 
around 30° all day 
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Dec. 13, Fri. 

Lake completely frozen over today. Clear and still cold. 
20° on porch this evening. 

Dec. 14, Sat. 

Went Xmas Party a FB Hall. 20° this morning. 

Dec. 15, Sun. 

Came back this morning. Lollichs came up. Warming up 
Thawing. 

Dec. 16, Mon. 

Started raining 4 6 about 4 am. has rained all day. Went to 
lake. Had to take out screen. 

Dec. 17, Tues. 

Rained and snowed 4 6 all day. 4" rain so far for this 
storm. Went to Fish Camp this evening for battery. 
Walked 

Dec. 18, Wed. 

Rained and snowed 8 6 all day. Clearing this evening. 

Only about 2" snow on the ground. An added 1.7" precip. 
10.3" 

Dec. 19, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee 10/7 in evening Clear wann. 

Dec. 20, Fri. 

Worked on fence around vetch plot, went to Xmas party 
at school house. Clear wann 

Dec. 21, Sat. 

Drained water system at home after Marg & Peggy left for 
Phoenix. Got home at 1PM Had to come up new road 
Storming tonite 



172 Volume 5 


Dec. 22, Sun. 

Partly cloudy bar. down. 7" of snow last nite. 2.3” 
moisture. Total 12.8" 

Dec. 23, Mon. 

12.6 x 3.75/16.35 & .5 = 16.85" Rained 3.75" last nite 
and .5" today making total 16.85" to date, went to Fish 
Camp and lake afoot. Raining tonite. 

Dec. 24, Tues. 16.85” 

Went to dance. Washed some near spillway Not serious, 
about 3" water going over. Snowed all day. About 6" on 
ground. 15" precip. total 18.35" 

Dec. 25, Wed. 

Scrapped snow off Club. Snow letting up. Cooler 32° 
tonite. .78" precip. last 24 hrs making a total of 19.13" to 
date. 

Dec. 26, Thurs. 

Took snow off Club. Started snowing at noon. .2" precip 
in past 24 hours total 19.33" 

Dec. 27, Fri. 

Snow nearly gone. 5.3" rain past 24hr total to date 
24.43" walked to Fish Camp for mail this afternoon 

Dec. 28, Sat. 

Went up to Rully's Cross (Erected Apr 21. 1935) Looked 
for a coon den. Only .2" of rain. Total 24.45" 

Dec. 29, Sun. 

Worked some on dam ditching water from middle Sun 
shined some today no rain. Went to Fish Camp. 

Cleaned culvert at orchard road, 
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Dec. 30, Mon. 

Started raining early this morning and some snow. Precip 
.8" Total 25.25" 

Dec. 31, Tues. 

Walked to Fish Camp Clear and colder this morning 
Cloudy in afternoon but cleared by night. 
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1941 

Jan. 1, Wed. 

Started pruning Kurtz orchard. In bad shape So much 
dead wood. Partly cloudy 28° at 6 am. 

Jan. 2, Thurs. 

28 degrees this morning Clear Fixed screens at lake 
outlet today. Went after mail Card from Peggy saying 
they will be home from Phoenix Fri. 

Jan. 3, Fri. 

Came to Ahwahnee and got the house ready for Marg. 
They got home about 4 P.M. Had a fine trip. Mrs Reid 
looking fine. 

Jan. 4, Sat. 

We went to Club today about 2” new snow. Had a time 
getting there. Nearly wrecked the old car. snowed some. 
Raining here tonite. 

Jan. 5, Sun. 

Snowed at Ranch. Rain at Ahwahnee. 

Jan. 6, Mon. 

Came back today. Snowed hard. Precip. for this storm 
2". Total 27.25" 

Jan. 7, Tues. 

Rained all day and most of last nite 1.6" past 24 hrs 
Total 28.85" 

Jan. 8, Wed. 

Went to lake and cleaned screen. Then to Fish Camp. 
The first time Ive used snowshoes. l"Rain Total 28.95" 
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Jan. 9, Thurs. 

Took snow off roof of Club. Cloudy & wann. 28.95" 

Jan 10, Fri. 

Wann Snow melting fast. Took quite a walk today Sun 
quite hot. Went to Ahwahnee this evening. 28.95" 

Jan. 11, Sat. 

Wann and cloudy. 

Jan. 12, Sun. 

Wann 

Jan. 13, Mon. 

Snowing and raining this evening. . 1" rain 29.05" 

Jan. 14, Tues. 

Snowed all nite About 6" new snow. Clear this evening. 

1.75" precip in last 24 hrs Total 30.80" 

Jan. 15, Wed. 

Went to lake and cleaned screen. Started snowing about 
9—. Snowed nearly all day. Repaired old snowshoes 
Very little moisture content, only .1" Total 30.9" 

Jan. 16, Thurs. 

Went to Fish Camp for bread and mail. Beautifull day but 
the snow was soft and it was a hard trip. Cold last nite 20 
degrees. 

Jan. 17, Fri. 

Wann. Partly cloudy. Went to dam and cleaned screen. 
Ahwahnee in evening. 

Jan. 18, Sat. 

Went to F.B. Banquet. Had nice time 
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Jan. 19, Sun. 

We took Mrs Reid to Modesto to meet Bud & Rose 
Rained. Could see more snow in the mts. 

Jan. 20, Mon. 

Came up this morning. About an inch of new snow. .25" 
precip. making a total of 31.15" to date. 

Jan. 21, Tues. 

Went down and cleaned screens. Got back at 10 oc and it 
has snowed ever since. Had one in precip. 

Jan.22, Wed. 

Raked snow off club and Chaffee porch roof Snowed 
most of the day. Since yest. morning had 1.50" precip 
Total 32.65" 
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(1) Photo of the Chaffee House by Lee Neer; 
(2) Painting by Peggy Reins. 


Jan. 23, Thurs. 

Snowed all day turning to rain tonite. 1.5" precip. in last 
24 hrs. Total 34.15" 

Jan. 24, Fri. 

Shoveled snow off Club today. Still storming. 1.4" 
precip past 24 hrs. 

Total 35.55" 

Jan. 25, Sat. 

Cloudy & warm Had dinner at Lollichs. 

Jan. 26, Sun. 

Rained a little today, here at Ahwahnee. 
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Jan. 27, Mon. 

A beautifull wann sunny day. Have had .2" precip. Since 
Fri. night making total 35.75" 

Jan. 28, Tues. 

Went to lake and cleaned screen. Warm and clear. The 
thermometer went to 70° about noon. 35.75” 

Jan. 29, Wed. 

Clear and wann. Went to Fish camp for mail. 

Jan. 30, Thurs. 

Partly cloudy but warm. Worked on trees here in yard. 
The thermometer has not been below 30° for days 

Jan. 31, Fri. 

Wann & Clear. Went to dam and cleaned screen. 

Feb. 1, Sat. 

Came to Ahwahnee today. Went to dance. Big crowd. 
Clear & warm. 

Feb. 2, Sun. 

Went to Wormans and got sciores from a couple of their 
pear trees. Clear Warm Mr & Mrs V Woods stopt on 
way to Yosemite 

Feb. 3, Mon. 

Came back to Club today. Wann. Snow melting fast. 
Had two coons in traps. 

Feb. 4, Tues. 

Went to dam to clean screens. Snow melting fast. 


Feb. 5, Wed. 

Peggy phoned that Mariposa had calved. So had M. 
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come after me Got to gate at 7 PM. Storming Raining at 
Ahwahnee 

Feb. 6, Thurs. 

Rained all nite. Got the calf in shed this morning. Its 2 
weeks early and its pretty weak. Came back this 
afternoon. 1" of snow at Fish Camp. 2" here. 2.1" 
precip 
Total 37.85" 

Feb. 7, Fri. 

Shoveled snow today. Cloudy tonite and barometer is 
down. Stonn due tomorrow. 37.85 

Feb 8, Sat. 

Snowed and rained all day. 

Feb. 9, Sun. 

Rained all day. Up to tonite weve had 3.35" precip. 
making a total 41.20" 

Feb. 10, Mon. 

Went to Ahwahnee after going to dam to clean screen. 
Feb. 11, Tues. 

Rained most of last nite and all day today. 

Feb. 12, Wed. 

Came home today, about a foot of new snow. 3.8" 
precip. The deepest on road is 4.5’ 

Total precip 4.5". 

Feb. 13, Thurs. 

Went down to clean fish screen. Worked on snow shoes. 
Cloudy with a trace of snow but Clear tonite Saw the 
Comet this evening. 
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Feb. 14, Fri. 

Shovld snow off the Club and did some pruning. Started 
to rain and snow about 3— 

Feb. 15, Sat. 

1" in can this am emptied can 46" Snowed and rained 
all day 

Feb. 16, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee 

Feb. 17, Mon. 

Came up this morning Snow and sleet all day. 1" precip 
total 47" 

Feb. 18, Tues. 

Partly cloudy and warm. Snow soft and sticky. 

Feb. 19, Wed. 

Went to lake without snow shoes this morning, but had to 
use them when I went to Fish Camp for bread and mail. 

Feb. 20, Thurs. 

Marg phoned this morning that Spot had just calved. 
Went to Ahwahnee to take care of her. Wann and 
Raining. 

Feb. 21, Fri. 

Spot getting along fine. Still raining. 

Feb. 22, Sat. 

Came home at noon and took snow shoes down for Del, 
Martin & Mrs M. and a friend. Rained on us all the way 
up the hill. pp. 1.5" total 48.5" 


Feb. 23, Sun. The Martins & Archie left about ten oc. 
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Went to lake and cleaned screen. Trace of rain this 
evening. 48.5" 

Feb. 24, Mon. 

Snowed last nite and nearly all day. 1.2" for this storm up 
to this evening 

Total 49.7" Framed Falls Picture 
Feb. 25, Tues. 

Marg phoned that Ahwahnee Miss had calved. So went 
down. Rode to Oakhurst with Davenport Walked from 
there home. 

Feb. 26, Wed. 

Came back at noon Cloudy cold. Had very light snow. 
Feb. 27, Thurs. 

Went to lake. Warm, trace of rain. 

Feb. 28, Fri. 

Rained all day, some snow this evening. Thermometer 
went from 50° at 6 am to 32° at 5 pm. Barometer down 
.6" all day. High winds. 

March 1, Sat, 

For this storm have had 2.75" precip. to 6 am today Total 
52.45" Went down at noon Snowing hard. Dance at 
Ahwahnee. Rained hard all evening had a good crowd. 

March 2, Sun. 

Cloudy at Ahwahnee but very little rain. 

March 3, Mon. 

Came back today at noon. Snow on ground almost to 
Bissets. Over 5.5'snow at summit. Still snowing at dark. 
2.63" precip. 55.08" Total 
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March 4, Tues. 

Snowed most of the day. Went to lake. Water had been 
over screen but was down today. Cut tree off phone line 
at Summit. 

March 5, Wed. 

Went to picture show at Ahwahnee .9 inches precip. 
55.98" Total. 

March 6, Thurs. 

Went to Fresno after pair of glasses. Beautifull wann day. 
March 7, Fri. 

Archie hot two yearling steers from me today $81.26. 
Came up the hill by moonlight. Carried about 30 lbs. 
55.98" precip to date 

March 8, Sat. 

Pruned trees and then went out on skis. Had fine time. 
Marg phoned this evening The Ahwahnee Girl had 
calved. Went down skid 

March 9, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs for turkey dinner. Fords were there. 
March 10, Mon. 

Came up new road on skies. Cleaned fish screen. Ice is 
melting on lake. Developed picture of Snoughnuts. 
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A picture of a “snoughnut” developed by 
Lee Neer on March 10, 1941. 


March 11, Tues. 

Worked on trees all morning This afternoon took a trip 
down thru the meadow on skis. Warm and snow melting 
fast. 

March 12, Wed. 

Had to go home and fix fence to keep Spot out of vetch. 
Got back at 5 pm. Raining. Came from Fish Camp on 
skis in lhr 15 min. 

March 13, Thurs. 

6th time on skis Went down and took two trees off the 
road on steep hill. Can make it now on skis. Rained all 
afternoon. .2" precip. since yest. Total 56". 
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March 14, Fri. 

Did some pruning & grafting this morning Went to lake 
this afternoon to clean screens. 

.2" precip Total 56.2" 

March 15, Sat. 

A.- Had Fritz Wrinkleman take Ahwahnee Girls 
afterbirth. She is a very sick cow. 

March 16, Sun. 

Ahwahnee much better. Farm Bureau meeting Daulton 
showed some beautiful flower pictures. 

March 17, Mon. 

Came up today. Snow has melted very fast last two days. 
March 18, Tues. 

Went to lake to clean screens. Did some grafting on pear 
trees. Went over toward Laurel Creek on skis. 

March 19, Wed. 

Worked in yard. Took battery down to have charged. 
March 20, Thurs. 

Snowed a little today. Cold and windy. .1 "precip. Total 
56.3" 

March 21, Fri. 

Came up with battery Radio working good. Went up 
back of Club and skied down to Chaffee Mt. trail and 
back. 

March 22, Sat. 

Peggy and the Jordan girls came up today and will go 
home tomorrow. They had a big day on snow shoes. 
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March 23, Sun. 

Came down with the kids this afternoon. They had a 
grand time up on the mt. with the tobogan. I wore my 
skis. 

March 24, Mon. 

Came up this morning Snow is melting fast. The robins 
are back and some of trees budding. 

March 25, Tues. 

Ice all gone Cleaned fish screen at lake, the worked in 
the yard. This evening went up ridge behind house and 
skied down the fence to little meadow. 

March 26, Wed. 

Went to Fresno with Margaret. 

March 27, Thurs. 

Cleaned fish screen at lake again today. Screen plugged. 
March 28, Fri. 

Went to lake at 6 am to clean screen. Started snowing 
about 10:30 am. snowed all afternoon cold and windy. 

2" precip. 56.5" total 

March 29, Sat. 

Cleaned fish screen at lake. Marg. phoned to come down 
and help with her baby chicks, went to Fish Camp on skis 
45 minutes 

March 30, Sun. 

Nice day, warm and clear. Helped Marg. with her chicks. 
March 31, Mon. 

Came up this morning in 1 hr and 10 min. on skis. 

Snowed a little all day. Cold 2.25" precip. Total 58.75" 
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April 1, Tues. 

Thermometer registered 18° this am. Went down to clean 
screens early, lake half frozen over. Snowed most of the 
day. .5 precip. last 24 hrs Total 59.25" 

April 2, Wed. 

Went to Fish Camp. To highway on skis. Marg phoned it 
snowed at Ahwahnee. 1" pp. past 24 hrs Total 60.25" 

April 3, Thurs. 

Went to lake to clean screens. This afternoon went on 
skis over to see how much snow in Laurel Creek. Lots 
snow on N & W slopes yet. 

April 4, Fri. 

Snowed all day except for an hour about noon that it 
rained. About a ft of snow in the yard. 2.2 pp. today 
Total 62.45" 

April 5, Sat. 

Went to Fish Camp on skis. To dance at Ahwahnee. 

April 6, Sun. 

At home, nice warm day. Will & Tri. came over in 
afternoon, staid for supper. 

April 7, Mon. 

Vera had B calf this morning. Came up this morning. 
Most of new snow has melted. .2"morep.p. Total 62.65" 

April 8, Tues. 

Went down and cleaned the fish screen. Then went over 
the hill on skis. 


April 9, Wed. 

1.5 pp. today 8" snow Total 64.15" Went to lake in 
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morning. Stormed all afternoon. Started snowing at 
11:30 am. Still snowing. 

April 10, Thurs. 

Went to lake this morning on skis. Started snowing about 
3 p.m. One of the few days this winter it hasnt thawed 
20 degrees at 6 a.m. 30 degrees High. 

April 11, Fri. 

Peggy and Alice Jordan came up today. Going back 
tomorrow. .75"pp Total 64.9" pp. 

April 12, Sat. 

Going down with kids this evening. Went to lake this 
morning. Cloudy & foggie all day. Snow melting fast. 

April 13, Sun. 

Went to Easter picnic today. Rained up in the mts. 

April 14, Mon. 

New snow mostly gone went to lake without skis. Snow 
nearly all off meadow. .2" precip. Total 65.1" 

April 15, Tues. 

Went to lake to clean screens. Snow soft. 

April 16, Wed. 

Went to experimental range to meeting. Turkish Alfalfa 
and Smilo looks good. Brot back cuttings of both. 

April 17, Thurs. 

.l"pp. Total 65.2." Snow flurries all day. Cold. Went to 
dam. So cold had to build fire while I waited for water to 
lower 
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April 18, Fri. 

Two bears got into cellar under the Club, ate some apples 
and wrecked the place. Went to lake and Fish Camp 
Clouded up this afternoon and a few flakes of snow fell. 
Put skis on for awhile this morning. 

April 19, Sat. 

Started experiment with vetch. Put Amonium phosphate 
H 2 0 on plot. H 2 °on another and urine & Fb°on a third plot, 
to be repeated in a week or at weekly periods until ground 
is dry. Went to Fish Camp at noon to see AC Martin. 
Then went home with Marg Snowing hard when I left the 
Ranch. 

April 20, Sun. 

F.B. met today. Good meeting. Marg has a cold. 

April 21, Mon. 

Returned today. Went to lake. Saw some 1" trout. Total 
precip 65.3" 

April 22, Tues. 

Went to lake this morning when I got back found the 
bear had broken into the Cabin. He came back this 
evening and I got a shot at him but it was too dark. 

April 23, Wed. 

Worked in yard, went to lake to clean screens Thunder 
showers in afternoon 

April 24, Thurs. 

Went to lake then Fish Camp for mail. Thunder showers 
and hail. Bear sprung trap but got away 


April 25, Fri. 

Bad cold staid in house all day. Rained and hailed all 
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afternoon. Went to lake in morning Total precip. 65.5" 
April 26, Sat. 

Went down with Marg and brot the car back with me. 
Came half way up hill. Went to lake 

April 27, Sun. 

Bear didn’t come last night. My cold is much better. 

Went to lake then home. 

April 28, Mon. 

Back this morning went to lake. Worked in yard. Rained 
this afternoon 1" 

Total 65.6" 

April 29, Tues. 

Went to lake then worked in yard between showers. 

April 30, Wed. 

Went to lake this morning. Has rained all afternoon. 

Took timber out of club. .6" precip 
Total 66.2" 

May 1. Thurs. 

Took car out today, went to lake after lunch went to Fish 
Camp for mail & supplies Cloudy, drove to top of Hill 

May 2, Fri. 

Worked in yard until noon then went to lake after lunch. 
Four mallards on lake Rained all afternoon. 

May 3, Sat. 

Cloudy and mist all morning Going down to lunch now. 
Cleaned screen at lake and repaired bear's mess. .7" 
precip past 24 hrs Total 66.9" 
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May 4, Sun. 

Came up this morning. Marg & Peggy came with me. 
Walked over snow at top of hill to old car. Went down 
and cleaned ? Marg did some cleaning 66.9 

May 5, Mon. 

Cleaned fish screen. Nearly overflowing Connected 
water to Club. Worked around club and yard. Just before 
dark went thru snow on hill for 1 st time this year Went 
after hot water tanks for floats 

May 6, Tues. 

Came up early this morning. Worked around place 
cleaning. Cleaned fish screen. Water was just starting 
over the top 66.9 

May 7, Wed. 

Marg came up this morning. Put the gate on. Worked 
some on road. Went to clean fish screens and got stuck in 
snow for 2 hrs. 

May 8, Thurs. 

Saw lion track down on road. Marg came up today. 
Worked around the place. Cleaned screens at dam lot of 
grass floating in lake. 

May 9, Fri. 

Worked around yard. Cleaned screen at dam. Had to wait 
awhile for water to lower. 

May 10, Sat. 

Marg & Peggy came up and we went down the hill with 
the grader, clutch slipped so left grader at bottom. 


May 11, Sun. 

Marg. & Peggy came up again today. Peggy planted 
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some seeds. Beautifull day Went to dam Cleaned fish 
screens. 

May 12, Mon. 

Cloudy & misty some rain. Cleaned fish screens. 

Worked around yard. 

May 13, Tues. 

Showers today Cleaned fish screen and worked on 
parking place .2" precip. Total 67.1" 

May 14, Wed. 

Rained most of the day. Went to lake to clean screens. .5 
precip. Total 67.6" 

May 15, Thurs. 

Went to Fresno with Marg for supplies. 

May 16, Fri. 

Margaret came up this morning. Went down to clean 
screens. Moved to Club House. Repairing. 

May 17, Sat. 

Went to clean fish screens then went down creek and 
caught 17 trout. Got back at 10 oc and M. phoned Bud 
and Rose were coming up with friends Friend promised 
to send me pair of skis. 

May 18, Sun. 

Marg. & Peggy came up today. Worked on furniture. 
Upholstering Cold and windy today. Water in lake is 
going down. 

May 19, Mon. 

Finished parking place. Also went after hounds about 6 
am got the lea er about. A.C. came up working 
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telephone line. 

May 20, Tues. 

Went to lake to clean Screens then came back and cut log 
out of road to pasture and worked on pasture fence. 

May 21, Wed. 

Marg was up today. We cleaned Chaffee House. Worked 
on road taking out some of rocks. Cleaned Fish screens. 

May 22, Thurs. 

Went to school exercise this evening. Peggy goes to high 
school next year. Bud & Rose came up. .1" precip. 67.7 
Total 

May 23, Fri. 

Came up early, cleaned fish screen and worked in yard. 
Marg. & Peggy came up this afternoon. Showered 

May 24, Sat. 

Deer came for grain last night Filled fire extinguishers. 
Worked on pasture fence. Made rift and drilled in 
concrete at spillway for bridge 

May 25, Sun. 

Rained today .2" Total 67.9" Came back early and went 
to lake. Davidsons came in. They staid at Fish Camp last 
nite. Going after chicken tonite. M. is staying. 

May 26, Mon. 

Went after cows today. Peggy went along and helped. 
Tractor came this evening. 


May 27, Tues. 

Worked on road until five oclock. Tractor works nicely. 
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May 28, Wed. 

Worked on road. Cloudy and cool. Went to Ahwahnee 
this evening. Julia Riley came this morning 

May 29, Thurs. 

Worked on road. Cold and Cloudy 
May 30, Fri. 

Worked road in morning Went to dam this afternoon 
with Mr. Schultz. 

May 31, Sat. 

Worked on road. Wanner today. 91 trout taken from lake 
to date. 

June 1, Sun. 

Laid out fence line around lake. 

June 2, Mon. 

Worked at lake taking out logs. 

June 3, Tues. 

Worked at lake taking out logs & cleaning shore. 

June 4, Wed. 

Went to Cattle sale. Sold Vera & Mariposa with thier 
calves. 

June 5, Thurs. 

Worked at lake with tractor. Got stuck in mud. Mr 
Davidson helped me get it out. 

June 6, Fri. 

Worked at lake with tractor. Showers this evening. 
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June 7, Sat. 

Snowed some this afternoon. Worked around house. .25" 
precip. Total 68.15" 

Bud & Rose came 

June 8, Sun. 

Lollichs & Crooks came up in Glens new car. Bud & 
Rose left. Peggy went home with B & R. 

June 9, Mon. 

Worked at lake. Warmer today. Davidsons left this am. 
June 10, Tues. 

Worked at lake on logs. Went down and measured for 
pipe line at Barrel Springs. 

June 11, Wed. 

Worked at lake. Jim started on lake fence. Marg. went to 
Fresno brot Peggy back from Buds. 

June 12, Thurs. 

Worked at lake on logs. 

June 13, Fri. 

Cleaned up at dam and taking logs out of lake. 

June 14, Sat. 

Cleaning up around dam. Got new blade for tractor and 
put it on. 

June 15, Sun. 

Worked getting trash back from shoreline and raised 
water level. 


June 16, Mon. 

Worked on road. Dug out some big rocks. 
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June 17, Tues. 

Went down and split cedar for siUs under ta nk at Barrel 
Springs. 

June 18, Wed. 

Raked rocks in road and cut some brush on road to lake 
June 19, Thurs. 

Worked around Club House yard. 

June 20, Fri. 

Took some big rocks out of the road on big hill. 

June 21, Sat. 

Went down with Mr King to see location for ta nk at Mile 
High Spring. 

June 22, Sun. 

Went to picnic in afternoon at Bass Lake. Most of guests 
leaving today. 

June 23, Mon. 

Went down and stacked my hay. 

June 24, Tues. 

Worked on road and bricked some wood at lake. 

June 25, Wed. 

Ahwahnee Girl & Ahwahnee Miss both bred today. 

June 26, Thurs. 

Worked raking road until nearly noon when rain run me in 
June 27, Fri. 

Raked rocks on hill this morning. 
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June 28, Sat. 

Raked rocks until noon then unloaded water wagon and 
brot it up the hill. 

June 29, Sun. 

Mr King came this morning and we tried out the wagon. 
Then set up mile high ta nk in afternoon. 

June 30, Mon. 

Went to Fresno with Margaret. Bot tires at Wards 
(Speedometer at 13000) 

Total rainfall 68.25 

July 1, Tues. 

Connected up mile high tank. It filled in 3 hrs. Brot in 
some wood. 

July 2, Wed. 

Sprinkled road up and down from mile high. 

July 3, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road near club. Tank slipped on frame. 

July 4, Fri. 

King party went fishing. Just played around. 

July 5, Sat. 

Put gate into dam and in afternoon sprinkled road. 

July 6, Sun. 

Spent most of the day cutting flowers for the Guests. 

July 7, Mon. 

Hauled lumber from caitle to lake Fritz Winkleman came 
up to look at spot. 
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July 8, Tues. 

Put two-inch pipe in creek near top of Hill. Dr. Haws 
came today to doctor Spot. 

July 9, Wed. 

Sprinkled road on top and at bottom 

July 10, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road all day 

July 11, Fri. 

Sprinkled this morning. 

July 12, Sat. 

Sprinkled and raked rocks from road. 

July 13, Sun. 

Went to see Glen this evening. Am going to try out his 
milk cow. 

July 14, Mon. 

Went looking for someone to haul Glens cow up. Clem 
Mecchi will bring her 

July 15, Tues. 

Went to Madera (Got ducks from Footman) 

July 16, Wed. 

Worked on road. Sprinkled. Clem brot cow last night. 
July 17, Thurs. 

Sprinkled from Club to top of hill. 

July 18, Fri. 

Sprinkled to bottom of hill. 
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July 19, Sat. 

Mr. Schultz came yest. We put a drag behind the 
sprinkler and worked the hot. of hill. 

July 20, Sun. 

We used drag again today. 

July 21, Mon. 

Worked on sprinkler fixing valve and bracing tank. 
Sprinkled in afternoon. 

July 22, Tues. 

Sprinkled down the hill. Mac brot tank of gas. 

July 23, Wed. 

Sprinkled down hill and blade at hot. Had road 
thoroughly wet. 

July 24, Thurs. 

Sprinkled top of hill to Club. 

July 25, Fri. 

Raked rocks on hill and changed the pipe at the tank. Fixt 
culvert. 

July 26, Sat. 

Sprinkled to gate. 

July 27, Sun. 

Worked some on circular saw frame. 


July 28, Mon. 

Worked at lake on change room in morning, cut grass in 
afternoon. 
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July 29, Tues. 

Went for supplies with Marg. to Fresno Worked on road 
taking out rocks. 

July 30, Wed. 

Went with Marg after supplies. 

July 31, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road top an bottom. 

Aug. 1, Fri 

Sprinkled road all day. 

Aug. 2, Sat. 

Sprinkled road up in morning. Good and wet. 

Aug. 4, Mon. 

Went after Jane and Bobbie Ann. 

Aug. 5, Tues. 

Cut grass (mostly fern) in yard and raked rocks on road. 
Aug. 6, Wed. 

Watered from Club to top of hill. 

Aug. 7, Thurs. 

Watered road all day 

Aug. 8, Fri. 

Sprinkled road top and bottom. 

Aug. 9, Sat. 

Watered road all day. 

Aug. 10, Sun. 

Worked on circular saw 
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Aug. 11, Mon. 

Finished circular saw outfit. 

Aug. 13, Wed. 

Had flat on tractor. 

Aug. 14, Thurs. 

Didn’t get flat fixt until noon then watered til dark. 
Aug. 15, Fri. 

Watered road until after 2 pm. 

Aug. 16, Sat. 

Rained .1" today drug the road then Mr. Schultz and I 
brot up the grader. 

Aug. 18, Mon. 

Sprinkled road. 

Aug. 19, Tues. 

Raked rocks on road. 

Aug. 20, Wed. 

Raked rocks on road. 

Aug. 21, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road. 

Aug. 22, Fri. 

Sprinkled road all day. 

Aug. 23, Sat. 

Sprinkled road all day. 


Aug. 25, Mon. 
Worked on road. 
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Aug. 26, Tues. 

Went to Fresno with Marg. Had coupling made for 
Grader. 

Aug 28, Thurs. 

Sprinkled all day. 

Aug. 29, Fri. 

Sprinkled until noon. 

Aug. 30, Sat. 

Put tractor coupling on grader. 

Sept. 1, Mon. 

Ran water on road from ta nk but it washes badly. Worked 
on bath house in afternoon 

Sept. 2, Tues. 

Made tabl for dining room and got some wood down off 
the hill. 

Sept. 3, Wed. 

Watered road all day. 

Sept. 4, Thurs. 

Watered road 

Sept. 5, Fri. 

Watered road until 3 pm. 

Sept. 6, Sat. 

Watered from clubhouse to top of hill. 

Sept. 7, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee dance last nite. Took Abrahams Sec. 
and her friends. 
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Sept. 8, Mon. 

Worked at lake. Brot purebred up to yard. 

Sept. 9, Tues. 

Worked at lake. 

Sept. 10, Wed. 

Worked at lake this morning. Peggy got her wrist watch 
from the Davidsons. 

Sept. 11, Thurs. 

Worked at lake. 

Sept. 12, Fri. 

Water from Club to top of hill. 

Sept. 13, Sat. 

Went after Mrs Woods to help Marg. 

Sept. 14, Sun. 

Watered to Gate. 

Sept. 15, Mon. 

Went over and put signs along NW corner of ranch. 

Sept. 16, Tues. 

Saw no hunters today and heard no shots. 

Sept. 17, Wed. 

Put two hunters out today. 

Sept. 18, Thurs. 

Very quiet today. Believe the signs have helped. 


Sept. 19, Fri. 

Archie has turned his cattle in the lake enclosure. 
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Sept. 20, Sat. 

Saw no hunters today. 

Sept. 21, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee to F.B. meeting. It was nearly over. 
Sept. 24, Wed. 

Watered from house to top of hill. 

Sept. 25, Thurs. 

Watered road 

Sept. 26, Fri. 

Watered until noon then went with Mr Schultz to see the 
meadow and fished 

Sept. 27. Sat. 

Abraham came in this evening. 

Sept. 28, Sun. 

The crowd left today. 

Sept. 29, Mon. 

Marg took Peggy to Raymond also Mrs Wood. 

Sept. 30, Tues. 

Took tank off wagon and brot in a load of wood. 

Oct. 1, Wed. 

Got a 3 point buck above Happy Camp this am at 6:30 
Hauled wood in afternoon. M went for supplies brot Mrs 
M. Wood back. 

Oct. 2, Thurs. 

Hauled wood (cherry) today. Windy all day. Butler party 
came this evening. 
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Oct. 3, Fri. 

Sawed wood today. 

Oct. 4, Sat. 

Picked apples in the Lowery Orchard for the Butlers. 
Went to dance at Ahwahnee 

Oct. 5, Sun. 

Snowed a trace last night. Butlers left this morning She 
lost her car keys and I found them. We took Mrs M. 
Wood home this afternoon. 

Oct. 6, Mon. 

Got ready to make shakes for bath house. Took cut off 
log and brot bolts down. 

Oct. 7, Tues. 

Made a few shakes and got some small trees and branches 
for Fair Booth. Mrs Harrah & Lollichs came up. 

Oct. 8, Wed. 

Made a few shakes and finished sheathing bath house. 
Wann and nice. 

Oct. 11, Sat. 

Cloudy and cold. 

Oct. 12, Sun. 

Trace of rain 

Oct. 13, Mon. 

Clear. Dr Taylor went into the Valley today to take 
pictures. 


Oct. 14, Tues. 

Dr Taylor left today. Warm. Cut wood. 
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Oct. 15, Wed. 

Picked apples Went to Fresno for winter supplies. Bot a 
Beautyrest. 

Oct. 17, Fri. 

Worked around the house. 

Oct. 18, Sat. 

Gathered a load of wood and put roof plate on shack at 
lake. 

Oct. 19, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting at Ahwahnee Came up in about 2" 
snow Marg has a cold. 

Oct. 20, Mon. 

Took cows home. Marg. went to bed at once with very 
bad cold. Was misting when I left ranch. 

Oct. 21, Tues. 

Went up with Clem Mecchi after the chickens. Snow 
mostly gone but still raining and stonny. .38" for this 
storm at noon 

Oct. 22, Wed. 

1" precip Came up today and drained the plumbing. 
Nice and wann. Have a bad cold Marg better. 

Oct. 23, Thurs. 

Moved telephone to Chaffee House. Partly cloudy but 
warm. This storm brot .48" precip 

Oct. 24, Fri. 

Picked the rest of apples in Lowery orchard. Sprinkled 


some. 
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Oct. 25, Sat. 

Have .25" more rain. Yest and last nite. Total precip. to 
date .98" 

Oct. 26, Sun. 

Put CaCl. in tractor tires. Took all day. Cloudy most of 
day. Wann Army planes looking for lost army planes. 5 
of them lost. 

Oct. 27, Mon. 

Still raining .9" last 24 hrs making total 1.88" Ditched 
road. 

Oct. 28, Tues. 

Worked on pump at home. Faced the valves and cleaned 
the sump. Took two calves to Sells in afternoon to go to 
sale tomorrow. 

Oct. 29, Wed. 

Went to Cattle Sale The calves weighed Agnes 430 & 420. 
Calf I got with Belle from Glen, brot 8.75. the bull calf 
only 7.50 Total of $69.+ 

Oct. 30, Thurs. 

Came up this morning Cut wood most of day. 4 Bucks, 
some does & fawns in yard this evening. 

Oct. 31, Fri. 

My forked hom of last year has four points now. Quite 
tame. Went out and fed him apples. Worked on road. 

Nov. 1, Sat. 

Burned trash at the lake. It has rained nearly all day. 


Nov. 2, Sun. 

Had 1.2" rain up to this morning. Total 2.9 precip. 
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Archie took his horses and saddles home 
Nov. 3, Mon. 

Went home with Marg last nite Came back this morning. 
.25" pp. last nite Total 3.15 Wann and cloudy. Picked 
apples. 

Nov. 4, Tues. 

Worked on road by Dogwood park. Warm and clear 
Nov. 5, Wed. 

Marg. Came up today. Beautifull day. Worked on road 
by Dogwood Park. 

Nov. 6, Thurs. 

Burned some at lake and worked in yard. 

Nov. 7, Fri. 

Worked around the yard cleaning and picking apples. 
Schultzs came this afternoon. 

Nov. 8, Sat. 

Picked more apples and went over road work with Mr 
Schultz. Big bunch of deer in yard last nite & this 
evening 

Nov. 9, Sun. 

Schultz's left this morning. Marg & I picked apples. 
Beautifull weather. 

Nov. 10, Mon. 

Went home with Marg last nite came up this morning. 
Worked around the yard. 

Nov. 11, Tues. 

Split wood and piled it on the porch the dragged in some 
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oaks. 

Nov. 12, Wed. 

Sawed some oak this morning and then worked on the 
roof of the club house. 

Nov. 13, Thurs. 

Worked on ridge of club today. Eleven Ten deer in yard 
this afternoon. They are getting to like barley. 

Nov. 14, Fri. 

Worked on ridge of club. Weather still grand. Ten deer 
in yard before dark. 

Nov. 15, Sat. 

Worked on club roof. Mr King came this afternoon. 
Heavy frosts at Lake but still wann here. 

Nov. 16, Sun. 

Worked a couple of hrs on Club roof in rain. Then went 
to Fish Camp to meet Marg. and go to F.B. 

Nov. 17, Mon. 

Came up this morning Snowed all afternoon. Clear and 
cold tonite. .75" pp. for this storm total 3.9" 

Nov. 18, Tues. 

Cold and clear. 20 degrees at 5 am. Went to lake upper 
end frozen over, ground still covered with snow. 

Nov. 19, Wed. 

20 degrees at 5 am Worked some on road and brot in 
wood. Got some good pictures of my deer. 


Nov. 20, Thurs. 

Cut wood and took a load to Marg in afternoon. Went to 
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Crooks for dinner. Thanksgiving. Lollichs were there. 
Nov. 21, Fri. 

Went to town with Marg & Peggy. Brot back a load of 
supplies. Cement. 

Nov. 22, Sat. 

Came up this morning with sand & Cement & supplies. 
Wallboard to put back of basins came. Got stuck on hill, 
clutch wont thro out. Pulled it up with tracter. 

Nov. 23, Sun. 

Took fence down at lake. Caught a coon. Warmer and 
still clear. 

Nov. 24, Mon. 

Went down to put granit on the road but ground was 
fozen. Warmer 

Nov. 25, Tues. 

Cut wood today. Much warmer. Just freezing last night. 
Nov. 26, Wed. 

Marg came after me this morning. The new stove came 
today and I got it connected up and working. 

Nov. 27, Thurs. 

Marg roasted a chicken today. Stove works beautifully. 
She is well pleased with it. 

Nov. 28, Fri. 

Came back this morning. Peggy was sick all nite and is 
out of school today. Beautifull day but stonn coming 

Nov. 29, Sat. 

Started raining about 6 AM and rained all day Clear and 
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warm tonite 1.4" pp for today. 

Total 5.3" 

Nov. 30, Sun. 

Tore down the big bam in Big Meadow and burned it. 
Wann nice day. 

Dec. 1, Mon. 

Cut some trees along side of road that were in the way. 
Wann but cloudy. Very little frost last couple of 
mornings. 

Dec. 2, Tues. 

Worked around club. Sprinkled all day. 

Dec. 3, Wed. 

Rained all nite and today. 4.65" for this storm. Total 
9.95" Snowed some this afternoon. 

Dec. 4, Thurs. 

Cleaned screen at lake. Went to Ahwahnee this evening 

Dec. 5, Fri. 

Wann and clear 

Dec. 6, Sat. 

Came back this morning. Very little ice on lake. 

Dec. 7, Sun. 

Went to lake this morning. Have been listening since 
noon to accts of Japans attacking the Hawaian Islands. 

Dec. 8, Mon. 

Got shake bolts to finish the change room at lake. Heard 
Rosevelt ask congress to declare war. Wann today. 
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Dec. 9, Tues. 

Went to Fish Camp. Ditched the road. Snowing to night. 
Dec 3 rd Total pp. 9.95" 

Dec. 10, Wed. 

About 4" of snow fell last nite. .35" precip. Total to date 
10.3" Clear tonite. 

Dec. 11, Thurs. 

News at 4:30 AM. Italy and Germany have declared war 
on us. 

Dec. 12, Fri. 

Planted seeds sent me by Herrick Brown. 

Dec. 13, Sat. 

Came up this morning Snowed a little last nite .2" precip. 
Total 10.5" Marg & Peggy came up with me. 

Dec. 14, Sun. 

Started snowing again this morning, snowed all day. 
about 4" new snow tonite 

Dec. 15, Mon. 

Rained some last nite 2.2" precip. up to this morning 
Total 12.7" Went to lake. Clear tonite. Batteries have 
gone dead. 

Dec. 16, Tues. 

Started raining about daylight then turned to snow about 
10:30 At 2:30 pm. clearing about 4" of snow 1.9" pp. 
Total 14.6" 

Dec. 17, Wed. 

Went down yest to get batteries for radio. Came up this 
morning. Cold and clear. 
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Dec. 18, Thurs. 

Clear and wann Went to lake. Made Put buzz saw in 
barn. Cut some shake slash 

Dec. 19, Fri. 

Clear and wann. made 400 shakes. Have enough to 
finish shack at lake. 

Dec. 20, Sat. 

Started stonning this morning. Rain and snow 
Dec. 21, Sun. 

Came to Ahwahnee yest. Had a little rain here. 

Dec. 22, Mon. 

Came up this morning Couple inches of new snow .4" 
precip. Total 15." 

Dec. 23, Tues. 

Started snowing last nite and has snowed all day 
Clearing tonite. About 8" new snow. Cold 20° this 
morning. 26° at 2a. 20° this evening 

Dec. 24, Wed. 

14° at 5 AM. Clear part of the day snowing tonite. Went 
after B. J. & B-A. 

Dec. 25, Thurs. 

Snowed and rained here at Ahwahnee. (Xmas) 

Dec. 26, Fri. 

Bob and I came up today. Snow soft, about 18" on 
ground. 20" on porch. 


Dec. 27, Sat. 

1" Snow at Ahwahnee Took the kids down to the Bus 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


213 


depot. 

Dec. 28, Sun. 

Came to Fish Camp Raining so hard I didn’t go up the 
Hill. 

Dec. 29, Mon. 

Came up this morning. Cars stuck all along the road. 
Couldn’t start up the hill until 2:30 Got Marg started 
back. Phoned her at 4:45 a. Snowing hard plane flew 
over while I was phoning 

Dec. 30, Tues. 

Shoveled snow all day off the club house. Snowing faster 
than I can shovel it. Fixed my phone this evening, the 
line broke last nite. Trees falling every where. 

Dec. 31, Wed. 

Snowed all day. Phone went out last nite. The maple tree 
broke Had quite an earthquake last night. 
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1942 

Jan. 1, Thurs. 

The storm let up last nite. Sun shined all day but snow is 
still on the trees. Shoveled snow all day. Repaired phone 
this evening and got Fish Camp but could not get 
Raymond. 14° this morning. 7" of snow 

Jan. 2, Fri. 

Shoveled snow again today. North side clean except 1" I 
left for a foot hold. 18° this morning Clear. Still can't get 
Raymond. 

Jan. 3, Sat. 

22° this morning Clear. Still clear and barrometer rising. 
Shoveled snow all day. Going to Fish Camp tonite. 

Jan. 4, Sun. 

Came to Ahwahnee yest evening two hrs to Fish Camp. 
Then walked to Miami. Worleys went to dance. Rode 
home with them. Clear. Snow (4") here. 

Jan. 5, Mon. 

Came up in 2 14 hrs. Carried a good pack supplies. Came 
up this morning. Got here at 1 — Cloudy, looks like 
snow but barometer is nonnal. Worked some on phone 
line. Warmer tonite. Snow still on trees. 

Jan. 6, Tues. 

Fixed phone got Fish Camp Went to lake only about 1" 
of water going over. Shoveled snow off club porch until 
5— Partly cloudy and warm clear tonite. 28° this am 

Jan. 7, Wed. 

Overcast all day. Went to Fish Camp after mail and took 
about a dozen small trees off phone line and tied line up 
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again. 36° this AM. Raining a little. 

Jan. 8, Thurs. 

Cut two sugar pines off the road a dogwood Park. Two 
more to cut. Wann Clear. 36° this morning. Snow 
melting fast. 

Jan. 9, Fri. 

Worked all day clearing road by Dogweed Park. Job 
nearly finished. Clear and warm. 38° at 6 AM. Snow 
settling fast. 

Jan. 10, Sat. 

Worked until noon clearing road then went to Fish Camp 
and went to Oakhurst on stage. Marg. met me at 
Oakhurst. Beautifull weather. 

Jan. 11, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs today and got a calf hide from Glen for 
my snow shoes Nice wann day. 

Jan. 12, Mon. 

Came back today. Got letter from H Clay Daulton with 
registration blanks for the bull calves. Nice warm day. 
Snow is melting fast about 3’ left. 

Jan. 13, Tues. 

Clearing road thru fallen timber and on phone line. Phone 
working good now. Clear & warm. 36° this morning. 

Jan. 14, Wed. 

Finished clearing path thru fallen timber at Dogwood Park 
After lunch went to Fish Camp for mail and finished tying 
up phone line. 40° this AM. 
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Jan. 15, Thurs. 

Went to lake. Jacked car up 9.5" precip since Dec 22 to 
Jan - st making total of 24.5" 

Wann and partly cloudy today. 36° this morning. 

Jan. 16, Fri. 

Colder this morning 32° on porch. Going to Ahwahnee 
this evening. 

Jan. 17, Sat. 

Some fog here at home and cold. Going to F.B. Potluck 
Banquet tonite at FB Hall 

Jan. 18, Sun. 

Clear and wann at Ahwahnee. 

Jan. 19, Mon. 

Came up this noon. Was told Mr King was at Fish Camp 
Sat & Sun trying to get me on the phone. Clear & warm. 

Jan. 20, Tues. 

Made a few shakes today from tree that fell across road. 
Wann and clear. In afternoon went over on west side of 
chaffee. Skiing fine. 

Jan. 21, Wed. 

Made shakes this morning went to Fish Camp after lunch 
2 hrs 25 min. traveling time. Best ski conditions Ive seen. 
No ice. Barometer started down last nite. Snowing tonite. 

Jan. 22, Thurs. 

Turned colder today and snowed all day. About 8" new 
snow. Considerable wind last nite and up to noon today. 
Some lightning this morning. Stonn has eased up this 
evening 
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Jan. 23, Fri. 

Snowed all morning. Meet Peggy and Jordan kids at Fish 
Camp at noon. Came up 1 hr 55 min. Rained coming up 
the hill but stopt when we got on up Warm 

Jan. 24, Sat. 

2.7 pp. up this AM. Total 27.2" Snow and rain all day. 
Kids didn’t spend much time out doors. Played a little on 
old skis. But it was wet sport. Warm last nite and today. 

Jan. 25, Sun. 

2.5" pp at 9 am. Total 29.7" Came to Ahwahnee with 
the kids. Still storming but warm. 

Jan. 26. Mon. 

Went to Daultons after tatoo outfit but they were not at 
home. Rained a little today. 

Jan. 27, Tues. 

Came up this morning rained until about 4 0C then started 
snowing. 

Jan. 28, Wed. 

Snowed this am. until 9:30 when sun came out. Went to 
lake and cleaned screens about 6’ water going over. 2.6" 
pp total 32.3" 

Jan. 29, Thurs. 

Worked this morning on plumbing in club. Went to Fish 
Camp this P.M. 39 min going down. Skiing line. Cold 
and some clouds. 

Jan. 30, Fri. 

Snowed about 3 in this morning. Foggy all afternoon. 
Clearing tonite. .2" pp. Total 32.5" 
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Jan. 31, Sat. 

Worked in Club on plumbing. In afternoon went over 
north. 

Feb. 1, Sun. 

Came to Ahwahnee today. 

Feb. 2, Mon. 

Went after tatoo to Daulton Stonning some in mts 
Feb. 3, Tues. 

Marked the two Bull Calves this morning and returned 
outfit to Daulton then came to Club. Cloudy. 

Feb. 4, Wed. 

1.25" pp up to this morning 33.75 Total. Snowed all day 
Feb. 5, Thurs. 

Rained all day. 1.5" pp Total 35.25 
Feb. 6, Fri. 

Snowed all day. Warm. 

Feb. 7, Sat. 

Colder today Clearing. Went to Fish Camp for bread 
and mail. 2" pp Total 37.25". 

Feb. 8, Sun. 

Came to Ahwahnee this afternoon. Wann and clear. 26° 
at daylight on porch. 

Feb. 9, Mon. 

Put weights on Trinidads horns. 


Feb. 10, Tues. 

Came up this morning, didn't put skis on until top of hill. 
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Feb. 11, Wed. 

Worked in Club this morning went to lake this afternoon 
warm and clear. 

Feb. 12. Thurs. 

Worked some in club but it was so darned cold. Snowed 
about an inch. 26° this morning. 

Feb. 13, Fri. 

Cold and partly cloudy. Filed my saw today. 18° this 
morning 

Feb. 14, Sat. 

Marg met me in Fish Camp. Cold and icy going down. 
20° this morning. 

Feb. 15, Sun. 

Went to Farm Bureau meeting today. Cold here at 
Ahwahnee. 

Feb. 16, Mon. 

Came up today Cloudy and cold. 

Feb. 17, Tues. 

Worked awhile on Schultz' shower. Cold clear until 
afternoon then fog until after dark. 24° in morning on 
porch. 

Feb. 18, Wed. 

Cloudy and cold, went to Fish Camp for mail and bread, 
went down the hill in 6 min. 

Feb. 19, Thurs. 

Worked some in Club. In afternoon went to lake. 
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Feb. 20, Fri. 

Cold and windy. Just another day. 

Feb. 21, Sat. 

Morning barometer way down. Storm coming. Going to 
Ahwahnee with mail man to Oakhurst. 

Feb. 22, Sun. 

Palmer Woods stopt at the house this morning on his way 
to Yosemite. Snowed here at Ahwahnee last nite. went to 
Lollichs for turkey dinner 

Feb. 23, Mon. 

Stayed down to go to dinner at Frisins. Will Crooks and 
Dan Wormans. 

Feb. 24, Tues. 

Came up this morning in hard storm. Snow soft and wind. 
Cold. About 18" new snow 
Fish Camp burned this morning 

Feb. 25, Wed. 

14° this morning Cold and foggy all day. 2.15" pp for 
this stonn Total 39.40 

Feb. 26, Thurs. 

Wanner this morning and snow soft. Went to Fish camp 
for mail and bread. 

Feb. 27, Fri. 

Snow so soft can hardly get around. Partly cloudy. 

Feb. 28, Sat. 

28° this morning. Clear and warm at noon. Going to 
Ahwahnee today. 
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March 1, Sun. 

Total pp. to date 39.40" Beautiful day at Ahwahnee. 
Changed weights to Ahwahnee Girls Calfs horns. 

March 2, Mon. 

Came up today. Snow soft and melting fast. Marg had 
letter from her mother She is in San Francisco. 

March 3, Tues. 

Went to lake and cleaned screens. Snow soft and hard 
traveling. Clear and warm. 

March 4, Wed. 

Went to Fish Camp today. Quite wann and snow melting 
fast. A bare spot on the road. The first since Christmas. 

March 5, Thurs. 

Worked some in Club, went over north on skies. 

March 6, Fri. 

Worked some at club and made a few shakes. Clear and 
warm. 

March 7, Sat. 

Clear and wann snow melting fast. Worked putting in 
drain pipe on north side of club. 

March 8, Sun. 

Clear and wann at Ahwahnee. 

March 9, Mon. 

Came up today, quite warm Snow melting fast, quite a 
bit of bare ground showing. 

March 10, Tues. 

Rained all day. Snow this evening 
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March 11, Wed. 

About 8" of snow last nite. 2.4" pp past 24 hrs Total 
41:8" 

March 12, Thurs. 

Worked on plumbing in Club. Cloudy & cold Trace of 
snow today Past 24 hrs .5" pp 
Total 42.3" 

March 13, Fri. 

32° at 6 am. when it started snowing then dropped to 24°. 
It is 20° now at 8 pm. Marg. phoned saying it snowed in 
Ahwahnee also Raymond. 

March 14, Sat. 

20° this morning. Going to Ahwahnee: Windy and 
disagreeable. 

March 15, Sun. 

Some snow at Ahwahnee Cold and disagreeable. F.B. 
meeting has been postpned. Marg has a bad cold 

March 16, Mon. 

Came up today cloudy again this evening. About 18" 
new snow. 1.75" pp Total 44.05" 

March 17, Tues. 

Clear and wann Went to lake today. Snow soft. 

March 18, Wed. 

Went to Fish Camp after lunch for bread and mail. 
Started snowing about 3:30 pm and snowed until dark. 

March 19, Thurs. 

Clear today but barometer still down. Had about an inch 
of snow yest. .l"pp. Total 44.15" 
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March 20, Fri. 

Put in soil pips for room 6 & 8. Wann and snow soft. 
March 21, Sat. 

Went to Ahwahnee today Marg met me at Fish Camp. 
Beautiful day 

March 22, Sun. 

Nice day at Ahwahnee Ed Martin phoned from Fish 
Camp. Said he and Al. might come up Tues or Wed. 

March 23, Mon. 

Got back at 3— Its cold and cloudy. Looks like snow. 
March 24, Tues. 

Trace of snow last nite Cloudy and foggy. About a Vi" 
of snow today. Worked on boat. 

March 25, Wed. 

Did some grafting today. Cold most of the day. . 1" pp 
this stonn. 44.25" Total. 

March 26, Thurs. 

Went to lake to clean screens. Ice on lake has started to 
thaw. 

March 27, Fri. 

Put new batteries in this morning. Going to meeting at 
Coarsegold tonite in-re fire fighting. 

March 28, Sat. 

Lollichs dropt in for a few minutes today. They cant get 
aviation gas for their lamps. 
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March 29, Sun. 

Went to Farm Bureau today 

March 30, Mon. 

Came back up today. Quite windy and warm. Had wet 
batteries changed. Put old M.W.B. Batteries back in 
Radio. 

March 31, Tues. 

Worked in Club and went to lake. Trace of snow this 
afternoon 44.25 

April 1, Wed. 

Did some grafting Warm and very cloudy. 

April 2, Thurs. 

Worked in club on Kings shower. Barometer down. Very 
little snow left in the yard. 

April 3, Fri. 

Raining. Went to Ahwahnee 
April 4, Sat. 

Went to dance. School trustees put on the supper for the 
school. Rained 

April 5, Sun. 

Easter picnic was held at FB Hall. Rain. 

April 6, Mon. 

Went to Madera to meet Margarets mother. Snow and 
Rain in the mts. 


April 7, Tues. 

Came up today with the Battery of the Ford. Had 4.1" pp 
for this storm. Total 48.35" 
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April 8, Wed. 

Worked on Club house. Cloudy most of day and wann. 
April 9, Thurs. 

Finished putting in soil pipe in Club. Cloudy and wann. 
Marg. phoned that Ahwahnee Girl has a heifer calf. 

April 10, Fri. 

Went to lake to clean the screens. Started raining this 
morning Going home tonite 

April 11, Sat. 

Partly cloudy some rain 

April 12, Sun. 

Went to Farm Bureau meeting, we burned brush and 
cleaned around the grounds 

April 13, Mon. 

Cloudy and a little colder. Windy, looks dark in the 
mountains. 

April 14, Tues. 

Came up this morning 2" or 3" of new snow. And still 
storming. 3.25" pp. Total pp. 51.6" 

April 15, Wed. 

Worked in Club on plumbing. Nice warm day. 

April 16, Thurs. 

Worked on plumbing. Cloudy and cold all day. Snowing 
this evening 

April 17, Fri. 

Went to dam. Started snowing before noon snowed all 
day. Snowed about 6" last nite. .9" pp Total 52.5 
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April 18, Sat. 

Went to Ahwahnee in afternoon. Sent card to Mr King. 
April 19, Sun. 

Nice and wann at Ahwahnee all day. Marg, Peggy and 
Mrs. Reid went to Venicia Meschi wedding. Lollichs 
came in afternoon. 

April 20, Mon. 

Came up this morning. Worked on plumbing. Cloudy 
and wann. 

April 21, Tues. 

Went to lake and cleaned screen. Took a dead buck (fork) 
out of lake. Worked in club. Cloudy. 

April 22, Wed. 

Went to lake. Worked in club. Marg phoned her mother 
is leaving Sat. Cloudy trace of rain. 

April 23, Thurs. 

Worked in Club Went to Ahwahnee with pipe for four 
bowls to thread. Cold cloudy. 

April 24, Fri. 

Nice and wann at Ahwahnee. 

April 25, Sat. 

We took Mrs Reid to Fresno to get the train. Went to see 
“The Fleet's in" Got home at 11 pm. 

April 26, Sun. 

Came up today with my drain pipes. Cloudy and cold. 
Marg came part way up the hill. 
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April 27, Mon. 

Went to lake this morning. Started snowing about 8 a.m. 
and hasn’t stopt today. 

April 28, Tues. 

20° this morning and has snowed most of the day. about a 
foot of new snow, clear tonite. 

April 29, Wed. 

Cloudy and cold. Worked a little in Club. 2.2" pp for this 
storm. Total 54.7" 

April 30, Thurs. 

Worked in club. Finished piping. Started hanging bowls. 
Snowing this afternoon. 

May 1, Fri. 

1.25" up to this morning, still snowing, going to lake 
then home. Total pp. 55.95" 

May 2, Sat. 

Went to dance Helped Glen collect. Glen threw the 
Bryan kid out. 

May 3, Sun. 

Came up today, most of the new snow is gone. Warmer 
today. 

May 4, Mon. 

Went to lake in afternoon. Spent the rest of the day in the 
club. The pear trees bloomed today. 

May 5, Tues. 

Took tractor out today and worked on parking lot. Clear 
and wann. 
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May 6, Wed. 

Worked on parking lot. 

May 7, Thurs. 

Went down to lake then to Ahwahnee to cut and thread 1 
Vi" pipe for basins. 

May 8, Fri. 

Went to Madera to get powder license. 

May 9, Sat. 

Came up this morning Went to lake then put up the last 
basin. Cloudy and cold. 

May 10, Sun. 

Went as far as top of hill with tractor. Took the trees out 
of the road and did some grading Went to lake Cloudy 
cold 

May 11, Mon. 

Snowed about 8" last nite and has snowed all day 
worked some in Club. 

May 12, Tues. 

Went to lake to clean screen. Then to Ahwahnee 1.2" pp 
this stonn. Total 57.15" 

May 13, Wed. 

Belle calved today. Nice and warm at Ahwahnee. 

May 14, Thurs. 

Came up today left the car down on the hill. Went to the 
lake and cleaned the screens. 


May 15, Fri. 

Started snowing this morning. Have t ? of pi ? went 
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Home. 

May 16, Sat. 

F.B. meeting and party at the Hall. Yesterdays stonn 
about .75" pp Total 57.9" 

May 17, Sun. 

Came up this morning and took the tractor down and took 
log out of the road and some snow. Then work until back 
in yard Went to lake 

May 18, Mon. 

Worked on road and connected water to club Wann & 
clear. A Beautifull day. 

Total pp. 57.9" 

May 19, Tues. 

Got enough snow off the top of the Hill so Marg could get 
up. Worked around club all day. Went to lake. 

May 20, Wed. 

Worked around the yard and house. Marg cleaned several 
rooms in club. Hot today. 

May 21, Thurs. 

Worked on road all day. 

May 22, Fri. 

Worked on road until 4:30 then after a lunch walked to the 
lake. 

May 23, Sat. 

Worked on road until noon then worked around the Club. 
Went home with Margaret. Went looking for wire for 
repairing fence. 
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May 24, Sun. 

Came up this morning. Worked on road to lake. Grading 
and cutting brush. Worked until dark. 

May 25, Mon. 

Worked in Club today. It has rained all day. The first of 
the deer came in the yard last nite. 

1.4 pp Total 59.3” 

May 26, Tues. 

Had a near cloud burst yest evening Washed road badly, 
worked some on road Snowed a little. 

May 27, Wed. 

Cloudy cold and miserable all day. Still no one has come 
to work on fence. 

May 28, Thurs. 

Marg phoned Mr. Abraham yest. to postpone the opening 
of Club. Light showers and hail nearly all day. Cold & 
windy. 

May 29, Fri. 

Worked on road and went up to where Jim Katz is 
working the fence. Cut thru the mess down Bootleg trail. 
Trace of rain. 

May 30, Sat. 

Worked on road and on fence (cow pasture) went to 
school (Raymond High) exersize Peggy played he trumpet 

May 31, Sun. 

Came up this morning worked on pasture fence and after 
Marg left went over the road to the lake with the tractor. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


231 


June 1, Mon. 

Worked on pasture fence in morning and road in 
afternoon. 

June 2, Tues. 

Hauled decomposed granite Worked on pasture fence. 
Went to Ahwahnee in evening. 

June 3, Wed. 

Brot cows up today. Snow still on the trail. 

June 4, Thurs. 

Worked around yard this morning and on road to lake in 
afternoon Fra nk Davidson and party came today. 

June 5, Fri. 

Mr & Mrs Schultz came today. V Woods & party in 
evening. 

June 6, Sat. 

Worked road today with Mr Schultz on the grader. 

June 7, Sun. 

Took Mr Schultz & King to the meadow to look at the 
pasture. 

June 8, Mon. 

Worked around yard. 

June 9, Tues. 

Finished cow pasture fence. 

June 10, Wed. 

Worked new road to top of hill. 
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June 11, Thurs. 

Cut wood and dug up a patch for garden 
June 12, Fri. 

Made a few shakes and went fishing with the Davidsons 
(Jrs) 

June 13, Sat. 

Cut wood 

June 14, Sun. 

Worked some on old Stude. 

June 15, Mon. 

Worked on old car and repairing drag saw 
June 16, Tues. 

Worked on pasture fence all day. V.Wood was fined $20 
for speeding. 2.50 for the grader in Yosemite. 

June 17, Wed. 

Put concrete in Kings shower and hauled dry wood. 

June 18, Thurs. 

Jim Jordan and wife came up to see their kids 
June 19, Fri. 

Worked on road taking rocks out. In afternoon went to 
lake with grader & Shultz. 

June 20, Sat. 

Sprinkled road with Mr Shultz 


June 21, Sun. 

Went to F.B. at Ahwahnee 
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June 22, Mon. 

Worked repairing drag saw today. 

June 23, Tues. 

Still working on drag saw. Chains badly worn. 

June 24, Wed. 

Worked on wood and drag saw. 

June 25, Thurs. 

Hauled wood for kitchen. Met Mrs Parkinson and three 
boys at gate. 

June 26, Fri. 

Made a drag for the sprinkler. 

June 27, Sat. 

Watered the road from Club to highway. Had to get gas at 
Fish Camp. 

June 28, Sun. 

Watered road today, and cleaned trails around Club. 

June 29, Mon. 

Went to Madera to get sugar ration for the Club and to see 
if I could get rubber. 

June 30, Tues. 

Worked around yard. The Kerchoffs and Dr Mills left 
today. 

July 1, Wed. 

Watered road today. 

July 2, Thurs. 

Watered and hauled wood. Went to lake with Mr G. 
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Davidson. 

July 3, Fri. 

Hauled sand from Ball Park at Fish Camp and raked rocks 
on the road. 

July 4, Sat. 

Worked on showers and took radio battery out had it 
charged. 

July 5, Sun. 

Cemented Schultz shower. 

July 6, Mon. 

Geo McDonough came today and hot Ahwahnee King. 
July 8, Wed. 

Cut wood Went to lake in evening with Davidson. Saw 
eleven deer. 

July 9, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road and worked on showers. 

July 10, Fri. 

Sprinkled road and went to lake in afternoon with Mr 
Davidson 

July 11, Sat. 

Hauled wood and sawed with circular saw. Taking Miss 
Salt & Cogan to meadow this evening to see deer. 

July 12, Sun. 

Made a few shakes today. 


July 13, Mon. 

Only 4 guests today and they went to the Valley Marg 
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and Peggy went to Fresno to have M’s feet doctored. 

July 14, Tues. 

Cut wood and worked on shower. 

July 15, Wed. 

Cut wood 

July 16, Thurs. 

Sprinkled road 

July 17, Fri. 

Sprinkled road 

July 18, Sat. 

Mr Eder & I gathered scrap iron. 

July 19, Sun. 

Went to lake with Mr Schultz. Renailed planks on bridge. 
July 20, Mon. 

Worked on new road. Got as far as point Blade hit root 
coming home and hurt my leg. 

July 21, Tues. 

Worked on tractor. Can raise blade now about eight 
inches. 

July 22, Wed. 

Went to Iron Lakes with Etters and Grayless and son. 
Horse back from Fresno warm. 

July 23, Thurs 

cut some wood today. (Think Belle is Bred?) 


July 24, Fri. 
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Sprinkled to top of hill. Put on six tanks of water. 

July 25, Sat. 

Sprinkled to bot. of hill today. Three trips up and down. 
July 26, Sun. 

Worked on old Stude. all day. Glen and Mrs L. came up 
today. 

July 27, Mon. 

Got old Stude together and went to lake. 

July 28, Tues. 

Raked rocks on road today. 

July 29, Wed. 

Sprinkled road to gate. 7 loads on hill Three on top. 

July 30, Thurs. 

Sprinkled from Club to top of Hill. Cut wood in 
afternoon. Dropt ? on my wrist. 

July 31, Fri. 

Raked rocks on hill today. Marg run a stick in her eye. 
King broke up Butler party. 

Aug. 1, Sat. 

Took Marg. to see Dr. in Fresno. Her eye is very painfull. 
Aug. 2, Sun. 

Marg. eye is still very painfull. Made a few shakes. 


Aug. 3, Mon. 

Made a few shakes. 
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Aug. 4, Tues. 

Went fishing with Sheltens. 

Aug. 5, Wed. 

Worked some on pasture fence. 

Aug. 6, Thurs. 

Watered hill and made a few shakes. 

Aug. 7, Fri. 

Watered from club to top of hill and cut wood. 

Aug. 8, Sat. 

Cut wood 

Aug. 9, Sun. 

Made 500 shakes. 

Aug. 10, Mon. 

Jane phoned this evening. 

Aug. 11, Tues. 

Marg took Peggy to Madera to go see Jane 
Aug. 12, Wed. 

Went to see a cow at Ray Harrahs. 

Aug. 14, Fri. 

Watered road all day. 

Aug. 16, Sun. 

Put some shakes on cow shed. 

Aug. 17, Mon. 

Worked on cow shed. 
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Aug. 18, Tues. 

Went to Madera for Ford on repairs and brot Peggy back. 
She had nice visit with Jane. 

Aug. 19, Wed. 

Put new points and spring on distributer in Fords on and 
hauled wood, finished cow shed. 

Aug. 20, Thurs. 

Took log out of new road worked until seven. Can get 
thru now to highway. 

Aug. 21, Fri. 

Went fishing before breakfast with ? R. and Hazel 
Haine. Had a fire on ridge beyond big meadow 

Aug. 22, Sat. 

Sprinkled road all day. 

Aug. 23, Sun. 

Worked around yard all day. 

Aug. 24, Mon. 

Worked on cow shed. 

Aug. 25, Tues. 

worked on cow shed Went to Madera and voted at 
Ahwahnee. 

Aug. 26, Wed. 

Cut wood. 


Aug. 27, Thurs. 

Sprinkled the road all day. 
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Aug. 28, Fri. 

Finished the rebuilding the cow shed. 

Aug. 29, Sat. 

Went around new road with Mr Schultz and the two Mr 
Davidsons 

Aug. 30, Sun. 

Cut wood today. 

Aug. 31, Mon. 

Went to Madera today with Marg. for sugar rations. 

Sept. 1, Tues. 

Was all tired out from yest. trip. Cut some grass in yard. 
Sept. 2, Wed. 

Cut wood and went fishing in afternoon with Mr 
Davidson We only caught three. 

Sept. 3, Thurs. 

Watered road to gate. 

Sept. 4, Fri. 

Cut wood 

Sept. 5, Sat. 

Cut wood and repaired drag saw clutch. 

Sept. 6, Sun. 

Lollichs and Tri came up today. 

Sept. 7, Mon. 

Cut wood 
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Sept. 8, Tues. 

Cut and hauled wood 

Sept. 9, Wed. 

Hauled wood to Chaffee house 

Sept. 10, Thurs. 

Hauled wood for kitchen 

Sept. 11, Fri. 

Worked on my winter wood 

Sept. 12, Sat. 

Split wood 

Sept. 13, Sun. 

Went to Fresno Grove and Soquel with Davidsons 

Sept. 14, Mon. 

Sawed winter wood. 

Sept. 15, Tues. 

Hauled wood 

Sept. 17, Thurs. 

The Fresno came today. Davidsons left today. 

Sept. 18, Fri. 

Killed a 4 pointer this morning 
Sept. 19, Sat. 

Young Kerchkoff missed a couple shots at a big buck. 
Tried out the Fresno today. 


Sept. 20, Sun. 

Went out this evening with young Kerchkoff and he got a 
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nice 3 pointer. 

Sept. 21, Mon. 

Cut some trees in creek above the bridge. 

Oct. 8, Thurs. 

Got a nice buck over north. 

Oct. 11, Sun. 

Crooks came up today. Rained about .25" Peggy went 
home with them. 

Oct. 12, Mon. 

Worked at bridges. 

Oct. 13, Tues. 

Worked at bridge in morning. Picked three sacks apples 
in ? orchard. 

Oct. 16, Fri. 

Took cows home. Hard trip on the little bull. Trinidad. 
Oct. 17, Sat. 

Came up today and got some wood and a few shakes. 
Oct. 18, Sun. 

Went to Harrahs to get Patsy, the new cow. 

Oct. 19, Mon. 

Went to Madera to see what was wanted of me at the 
Employment office. Thay want miners. 

Oct. 20, Tues. 

Came up this morning. Hauled shake slack and sawed it 
up. 
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Oct. 21, Wed. 

Worked at upper dam hauling out logs and stumps 
Oct. 22, Thurs. 

Took up floor of bridge. Warm, have had no frost at 
Club for several days. 

Oct. 23, Fri. 

Finished my winter wood and took saw home Marg & 
Peggy have gone to Fresno to get their glasses. 

Oct. 24, Sat. 

Marg & Peggy got home this evening. Very hazy, almost 
a fog here at Ahwahnee. 

Oct. 25, Sun. 

Did a little work on the shower. 

Oct. 26, Mon. 

Came up today. Charlie Higgins stopt and had a little 
lunch with me. Looking for a lost bull. 

Oct. 27, Tues. 

Put in 8 hrs taking out bridge. Marg phoned at dark that 
the pump was on the bum so went home. 

Oct. 28, Wed. 

Came back to Y.M.R. this morning and worked wrecking 
bridge. Two young buck a doe and 2 fawns came for 
barley. Trace of rain snow Mt. Raymond 

Oct. 29, Thurs. 

Marg. came up today Worked around the Club. 


Oct. 30, Fri. 

Put in 3" pipe at new dam. and made a drive way acrost 
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the creek. 

Oct. 31, Sat. 

Worked 8 hrs on dam. 

Nov. 1, Sun. 

Worked seven hrs on dam. Going to Ahwahnee. 

Nov. 2, Mon. 

Came back this morning Worked on dam Going to 
Ahwahnee Marg. phoned Carnival lady calved. 

Nov. 3, Tues. 

Rained at Ahwahnee Snowed at the ranch 
Nov. 4, Wed. 

Went to cattle sale took old Belle Got $60 for her. Glen 
took her and I went along. 

Nov. 5, Thurs. 

Came up today. Storm brot .5" of pp. total to date .8" 
Went to Fish Camp and got 50 gals gas. 

Nov. 6, Fri. 

Worked eight hrs at new dam. Nice day wann and clear. 
Nov. 7, Sat. 

Worked 8 hrs on my dam. Nice warm day. 

Nov. 8, Sun. 

Worked at dam #2 all morning. Went to Ahwahnee this 
afternoon "Ahwahnee Miss" had just calved a little 
heifer. 

Nov. 9, Mon. 

Came back to Club today. Nice and warm. 
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Nov. 10, Tues. 

Worked 8 hrs on dam. No frost here this morning. 

Nov. 11, Wed. 

Worked 8 hrs on bridge dam, and went to Ahwahnee after 
supper. 

Nov. 12, Thurs. 

Came up this morning, worked until five on bridge dam. 
Marg came up about noon and cleaned house. 

Nov. 13, Fri. 

Worked 7 hrs at Bridge dam. Schultzes came about 4 pm. 
Got the last of the timber out of the cribbing. 

Nov. 14, Sat. 

Worked 5 hrs on Bridge dam. Marg & Peggy came up for 
a little while this afternoon 

Nov. 15, Sun. 

Started raining about midnight and snowing about 6 am. 
Had about an inch of snow. Schultzes left after breakfast. 

Nov. 16, Mon. 

Came to Awahnee yest to F.B. Had .8" pp up to time I 
left ranch. Snowed a little all afternoon Drained 
plumbing in Club. Total pp 1.6" 

Nov. 17, Tues. 

Has rained all day. 4.5" making a total of 6.1" to date. 
Nov. 18, Wed. 

Went to lake. Had to take screen out. Had 7.5 in past 24 
hrs. Total pp 13.6” Still raining. Telephone out. 
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Nov. 19, Thurs. 

12 Noon. 1.3" pp since yest afternoon, total 14.9" Put 
screen in at lake this morning. Going to Ahwahnee. 

Nov. 20, Fri. 

Clear here at Ahwahnee Got my gas ration book today. 
Nov. 21, Sat. 

Came up new road Road from Fish Camp badly washed. 
.l"pp. total 15." water still going over bridge dam. 

Nov. 22, Sun. 

No water going over Bridge dam today. Fixt driveway 
accross the B. Dam and got a culvert from new road. 

Nov. 23, Mon. 

Raised dam about 2 ft today. The ground is still rather 
wet. 

Nov. 24, Tues. 

Worked on Bridge Dam. Put in culvert for an emergency 
spillway. 

Nov. 25, Wed. 

Worked a B. Dam this morning. Went to Ahwahnee in 
afternoon Marg met me at Fish Camp. 

Nov. 26, Thurs. 

Went to Crooks for Thanksgiving dinner. Lollichs were 
there. 

Nov. 27, Fri. 

Went to Fresno. Tri went along. Got Marg. a watch. 

Nov. 28, Sat. 

Darned watch didn’t run. Marg and Peggy went to Fresno. 
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They will send her watch up Tues. 

Nov. 29, Sun. 

Came back today. Had another .5" of rain. Total pp. To 
date 15.5 

Nov. 30, Mon. 

Made a few shakes and brot some of the tools up from the 
Bridge Dam. Saw a little lame buck at the lake today. 

Dec. 1, Tues. 

Took cow pasture fence down going to Ahwahnee 
Dec. 2, Wed. 

Felt rotten today. Put mop board and strips in kitchen. 
Dec. 3, Thurs. 

Worked on new bam at home 

Dec. 4, Fri. 

Worked on barn. 

Dec. 5, Sat. 

Worked on the new bam. 

Dec. 6, Sun. 

Snowed about an inch here at Ahwahnee this evening. 
Dec. 7, Mon. 

Came up today. Marg & Tri brot me to Fish Camp. 

About 8" of snow on the ground. 

Dec. 8, Tues. 

Back to Ahwahnee today. Marg met me at the Ranger 
Station. Highway icy. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


247 


Dec. 9, Wed. 

Worked on cow shed 

Dec. 10, Thurs. 

Worked on cow shed. 

Dec. 11, Fri. 

Worked on new shed 

Dec. 12, Sat. 

Put sheeting on new shed. 

Dec. 13, Sun. 

Marg and I came up in the old car. Got some Xmas trees. 
Dec. 14, Mon. 

Started shaking the new cow shed. 

Dec. 15, Tues. 

Putting on shakes on new shed 

Dec. 16, Wed. 

Worked on shed. 

Dec. 17, Thurs. 

Finished putting shakes on cow shed. 

Dec. 18, Fri. 

Got a room made in the shed for hay and made a feed box. 
Dec. 19, Sat. 

Moved hay to the new shed Went to Lollichs this 
evening and took them some apples & a tree. 

Dec. 20, Sun. 

Came back today in the old car. Still snow and ice on the 
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highway. Trace of snow this evening 
Dec. 21, Mon. 

Took horse pasture fence down. Snowed some this 
afternoon. 

Dec. 22, Tues. 

Brot in the tools. Cloudy all day. Snowing a little this 
afternoon. 

Dec. 23, Wed. 

Went to dam to clean screens. Water flowing thru culvert 
at "dam of siglus" 1.5" pp past 24 hrs total 17" 

Dec. 24, Thurs. 

Two more in pp this morning at 8 am. a little snow Am 
going to Ahwahnee this morning Total pp 19". 

Dec. 25, Fri. 

Storm has passed Crooks went to the City but Lollichs 
came for dinner. 

Dec. 26, Sat. 

Nice and wann at Ahwahnee 
Dec. 27, Sun. 

Loafed most of day here at home. 

Dec. 28, Mon. 

Came back today. Marg brot me to Fish Camp. Raining 
tonite 1" pp since I went to Ahwahnee Total 20." 


Dec. 29, Tues. 

Went to dam and cleaned screens Warm. 
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Dec. 30, Wed. 

Beautifull day. Warm and clear. Worked some in yard 
and cut some small trees on road. 

Dec. 31, Thurs. 

Clear and wann Worked on sugar pine log at 
Schumachen Bridge. 
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Jan. 1, Fri. 

Worked until noon hauling bolts. Marg met me at Fish 
Camp at 2 OC. 

Jan. 2, Sat. 

Crooks and Cheneys came to dance this evening. 

Jan. 3, Sun. 

Worked on bed room and bath at home putting in base 
board and molding. 

Jan. 4, Mon. 

Went to Purebred show and sale in Madera. Some 
beautifull bulls. Top paid $1800. Average about $550. 

Jan. 5, Tues. 

Came back this morning. Worked on shakes log. Warm 
and clear. 

Jan. 6, Wed. 

Made 1000 shakes. Clear and warm. 

Jan. 7, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee and back this evening. Brot back the 
recharged battery. 

Jan. 8, Fri. 

Took a load of shakes to Ahwahnee this evening. The old 
car quit on me at the Ba rsol Spring so walked up. 

Jan. 9, Sat. 

Went down and put new points in the distributor and 
hauled up three cuts of Sugarpine. Still wann. 
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Jan. 10, Sun. 

Went to Ahwahnee this evening. Marg and Peggy had 
painted all day 

Jan. 11, Mon. 

Came back this morning. Had to come up the new road. 
Jan. 12, Tues. 

Worked on shakes. Went down to Ahwahnee. 

Jan. 13, Wed. 

Notice came today for recaps. Went to Madera this 
afternoon and left a casing at Harringtons Going down 
next wed for other two 

Jan. 14, Thurs. 

Came up today, road slippery and muddy. 

Jan. 15. Fri. 

Pulled brush along the road today. Barometer is falling 
Jan. 16, Sat. 

Cloudy and cold. Barometer still down. 

Jan. 17, Sun. 

Cloudy & cold. 20° at daylight. Took thermometer with 
me to the lake this morning. 8° colder at the Lake than 
here at the house. 

Jan. 18, Mon. 

Clear and cold 15° at dawn. Worked in yard today. 

Jan. 19, Tues. 

Tractor frozen this A.M. No damage, drained block and 
radiator. Going to Ahwahnee. Hq. nearly normal 
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Jan. 20, Wed. 

Went to Madera for rubber. Had three tires retread. 
Rained all day 

Jan. 21, Thurs. 

Raining hard at Ahwahnee. 

Jan. 22, Fri. 

Still raining Staid in House all day. Lots of wind. 

Jan. 23, Sat. 

Still raining and some snow in the mts. Went to F.B. 
Banquet at the Hall. 

Jan. 24, Sun. 

Some colder here at Ahwahnee. Cleaned drain pipes from 
the sink and wash bowl. 

Jan. 25, Mon. 

Marg. brot me to Fish Camp this morning Started 
snowing about the time I got up the hill. Have 6" snow 
12” pp Total 32" 

Jan. 26, Tues. 

Went to lake to clean the screens. Water still going over 
upper dam. Started snowing this afternoon. 

Jan. 27, Wed. 

Water still going over upper dam. Had another 6"snow. 
Used skies today for first time this year. l"pp. Total 33" 

Jan. 28, Thurs. 

Worked on bath house and at upper dam for a couple hrs. 
Wann. some high fog. 
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Jan. 29, Fri. 

Started snowing last nite and has snowed and rained ever 
since. 

Jan. 30, Sat. 

Snowed hard today until about 2oc Then slacked off and 
sun came out for awhile. 3.5"pp for this storm. Total 
35.8" 

Jan. 31, Sun. 

Clear but not very cold. 30" this a.m. Going home. Hope 
Marg has a lunch and comes to meet me this a.m. 

Feb. 1, Mon. 

Got a ride yest from near Kanes to Ahwahnee Snow is off 
highway to the gate. 

Feb. 2, Tues. 

Cut a little wood today for Marg. We went to the picture 
show at the San but their mach. wouldn't work. 

Feb. 3, Wed. 

Came up today. Snow is not melting much and is well 
packed. Marg brot me to Fish Camp. 

Feb. 4, Thurs. 

Cloudy and a heavy mist fell all day clearing tonite. 

Feb. 5, Fri. 

Went to lake. Snow is crusted and hard. Clear and warm. 
Feb. 6, Sat. 

Went to Ahwahnee Marg & Peggy met me at the gate. 

We went up to see the wash out near the Checking 
Station. 
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Feb. 7, Sun. 

Snowed here at Ahwahnee about 4" 

Feb. 8, Mon. 

Tried to come up today. Got stuck near Sugar Pine so 
went back with Marg 

Feb. 9, Tues. 

Snow mostly gone at Ahwahnee. 

Feb. 10, Wed. 

Went to Fresno for supplies. 

Feb. 11, Thurs. 

Tried to come up today but couldn’t get past Sugar pine 
because of snow. 

Feb. 14, Sun. 

Went to Sells to dinner. Lollichs, W. Crooks, Dave 
Wormans, and Cheneys. 

Feb. 15, Mon. 

Came up today. Marg brot me to the gate. 2"pp last 
storm. Total 37.8" 

Feb. 16, Tues. 

Went to lake Put up stove pipe in change room. Warm 
and clear. 

Feb. 17, Wed. 

Grafted the yellow plum with peach and three varieties of 
plum on the dark plum tree. Clear and warm. 

Feb. 18, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee. Got a ride with a ranger from below 
Sugar Pine to Oakhurst and phoned Marg. 
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Feb. 27, Sat, 

Peggy and I came up today and fed the cats A little more 
snow. 5.25"pp this storm. Total 43.05" 

Feb. 28, Sun. 

Glen and Mrs Lollich came in today. Marg fed them 
waffles. 

March 1, Mon. 

Went to Madera Managed to get another recapped tire. 

March 7, Sun. 

Rained all day. 

March 8, Mon. 

Ahwahnee Girl had her calf today. Raining. 

March 9, Tues. 

Rained all day 

March 10, Wed. 

Rained most of the day. 

March 11, Thurs. 

Came up today 10."pp Total 53.05" 

March 12, Fri. 

Went to lake to clean screens. Ice all gone except at the 
dam. 

March 13, Sat. 

Worked ditching road in morning. Went to Ahwahnee in 
afternoon. 

March 14, Sun. 

Raining at Ahwahnee today. Total 54.55" 
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March 15, Mon. 

Worked on pump Put on a new foot valve, and cut wood. 
March 16, Tues. 

Came up today. 1.50" rain for last storm. Total 54.55" 
March 17, Wed. 

Snow and sleet all day. About 4" snow in the yard. 

March 18, Thurs. 

Went to lake and cleaned screens. Foggy and cloudy all 
day Past 24 hrs 2.1"pp. Total 56.65" 

March 19, Fri. 

Went to lake to clean screens. When I got back the phone 
was working. 

March 20, Sat. 

Came to Ahwahnee yest evening. 

March 21, Sun. 

Fann Bureau today. Judge Murray showed some war 
pictures. Rained all day. 

March 24, Wed. 

Came up today to club. l"pp this storm. Total 57.65" 
March 25, Thurs. 

Went down and cleaned screens. Came back and grafted 
an apple tree and worked in yard. 

March 26, Fri. 

Worked in lower orchard today. Wann. 


March 27, Sat. 

Went to Ahwahnee today. Took battery down. 
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March 28, Sun. 

Went to Lollichs this afternoon to Crooks in evening. 
March 29, Mon. 

Stormy so didnt go back to ranch. 

March 30, Tues. 

Some new snow in the mts so wont go back to Club. 
March 31, Wed. 

Came up to Club today Brot back the battery for the 
tractor 8" pp. Total 58.45" 

April 1, Thurs. 

Put battery in Ford and went to lake then went down to 
top of hill and cut thru the snow, drifts. 

April 2, Fri. 

Went down and filled the big hole at the bottom of the hill 
then went to see Jacksons. Went to Ahwahnee later. 

April 10, Sat. 

Have spent the past week at home with a stiff neck and 
cramps in neck. 

April 11, Sun. 

Came back today. Marg and Peggy came up too. Started 
sprinkling just as they left. 1.3"pp past wk. Total 59.75 

April 12, Mon. 

Went to lake. Nice warm day. 

April 13, Tues. 

Worked on road down by tank. Cable on bulldozer broke. 
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April 14, Wed. 

Worked on road. Went to Ahwahnee in evening. 

April 15, Thurs. 

Went to Dr Weinburg and had a physical, exam 
April 16, Fri. 

Went to Fresno and ordid glasses from Laynesne. 

April 17, Sat. 

Marked my calves and gave them black leg serum. 

April 18, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting. 

April 19, Mon. 

Came up today. Road drying out fast. Saw some trout 
spawning at the dam. 

April 20, Tues. 

Put a culvert in at the Gate and put some dirt on road thru 
Gate. 

April 21, Wed. 

Worked on road today. Cloudy tonite. 

April 22, Thurs. 

Went to lake and to Ahwahnee in evening. 

April 23, Fri. 

Went to Fresno after my glasses. 

April 24, Sat. 

Motor on pump quit on me today and have to pump by 
hand. 
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April 25, Sun. 

Easter picnic today at F.B. Hall, the went to dinner at 
Crooks this evening. 

April 26, Mon. 

Went to Fresno with pump motor and had repaired. 

Works good. 

April 27, Tues. 

Came up today. Started raining about 3—. Went to lake 
and cleaned screens 

April 28, Wed. 

Rained up to noon today. 2.5"pp past 24 hrs. Total 
62.25" Ahwahnee Girl Bred M. phoned today 

April 29, Thurs. 

Worked on the road today cutting out trees at foot of hill. 
Saw ten mallards on the lake today. Cloudy & cold. 

April 30, Fri. 

Blasting stumps today. Warm and clear. 

May 1, Sat. 

Worked round yard went to Ahwahnee last nite came 
back this morning and took drums to Fish Camp but no 
gas yet. Marg & Peggy came up today. 

May 2, Sun. 

Worked this morning down at gate. Marg & Peggy came 
at noon. Buck Martins got back this evening. 

May 3, Mon. 

Worked on road this morning rain and hail this 
afternoon. ,6"pp Total 62.85" worst electrical stonn I've 
seen here 
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May 4, Tues. 

Met Mr & Mrs Schultz and Mr King at gate. Brot Mr S & 
King up in the old car. Went to Ahwahnee in evening. 

May 5, Wed. 

Came back today. Cold partly cloudy. 

May 6, Thurs. 

Finished taking stumps out at bottom of hill. 

May 7, Fri. 

Blasted stumps on road. 

May 8, Sat. 

Spent the day hauling gas from Ahwahnee. Went to F.B. 
dance at Ahwahnee 

May 9, Sun. 

Came back this morning. Turned water on in Club. 

House. 

May 10, Mon. 

Had to go to Fresno for fuses for pump, at home Got 
back at noon and brot up the circular saw. 

May 11, Tues. 

Worked on road from ta nk up the hill. Marg worked in 
the Club. 

May 12, Wed. 

Worked on the road. Marg worked in Club. Fuse in 
pump burned out again Went to Ahwahnee. 

May 13, Thurs. 

Came up this morning and Jackson helped me on the road. 
Marg phoned pump blew another fuse 
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May 14, Fri. 

Worked on road down by - tank. Cold and cloudy all 

afternoon Barometer down. 

May 15, Sat. 

Worked road. Marg & Peggy came up Peggy ran the 
tractor for me. 24° this morning. 

May 16, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting and "clean up" Frost at Ahwahnee. 
May 17, Mon. 

Went to Fresno with pump motor again Came back to 
ranch this evening. 

May 18, Tues. 

Fixt cow pasture today. Deer have been in yard all 
afternoon. 

May 19, Wed. 

Worked on road near Dogwood Park. Marg. not feeling 
well going home for the night. 

May 20, Thurs. 

Worked on road to lake and at Dogwood Park. Came up 
this morning in Margs car. Going home this evening. 

May 21, Fri. 

Saw 14 one inch trout at dam. Worked on road and put 
strips and base board in cabin. 

May 22, Sat. 

Peggy ran tractor while I worked grader. 

May 23, Sun. 

Worked around Club. Beat rugs. 



262 Volume 5 


May 24, Mon. 

Worked on pasture fence. 

May 25, Tues. 

Brot cows up. 

May 26, Wed. 

Brot chickens up and worked around the yard. 

May 27, Thurs. 

Marg came up today. Martin Party came this evening. 
May 28, Fri. 

Mr & Mrs Schultz came today went fishing went after 
Peggy in evening. 

May 29, Sat. 

Worked around yard and helped Marg. went to Lowery 
orchard with Mr Schultz. 

May 30, Sun. 

Cold & Cloudy, rain in afternoon. 

May 31, Mon. 

Schultzs left this morning. Went to gate with drag in 
morning Rained the rest of the day. 

June 1, Tues. 

Rained all day. Went to gate ditching road and removing 
rocks. Got soaked. 


June 2, Wed. 

Down and out all day. Cold settled all over me. .75" for 
this stonn Total 63.6" 
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June 3, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee after Peggy and ducks. 

June 4, Fri. 

Went fishing with Martins today. ? road in morning. 
Peggy went to S.F. after Bobbie Ann. 

June 5, Sat. 

Still stormy and cold trace of rain 
June 6, Sun. 

Martins Party left this morning. Marg and I rested today. 

June 7, Mon. 

Worked on road. 

June 8, Tues. 

Worked on road raking rocks Marg. went to meeting in 
Ahwahnee and to Madera today to get Peggy & Bobbie A. 

June 9, Wed. 

Worked on road Cloudy this afternoon. Peggy is playing 
in school band at theater tonite 

June 10, Thurs. 

Peggy, Marg and Bobbie Ann got here today. Peggy is 
worn out. Cut wood this morning. Cloudy tonite 

June 11, Fri. 

Fixt fence for garden. Cloudy 
June 12, Sat. 

Cloudy and cold, trace of precipitation 

June 13, Sun. 

Cold and cloudy all day. 
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June 14, Mon. 

Worked on garden Cold and cloudy 
June 15, Tues. 

Wanner today and barometer nearly nonnal. Worked 
some at Dam of Sighs . 

June 16, Wed. 

Worked some at dam and cut wood, clear and warmer. 
June 17, Thurs. 

Worked at Bridge of Dam. Warm and clear. Post Office 
opened on 15-. 

June 18, Fri. 

Worked taking trash and roots out new dam until noon. 
Took scraper to Raymond to get fixt. 

June 19, Sat. 

Went after scraper today. 

June 20, Sun. 

Lollichs came up today. 

June 21, Mon. 

Davidsons Sr and Miss Salt came today. Worked at new 
dam Trace of rain 

June 22, Tues. 

Worked at new dam. Fresno workes better than ever 
Frost. 


June 23, Wed. 

Went fishing with Mr Davidson in afternoon, worked on 
Bootleg Trail in Morning Frost 
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June 24, Thurs. 

Worked at new dam taking out brush and stumps. 

June 25, Fri. 

Worked at new dam on brush 
June 26, Sat. 

Worked on brush and ditched around the new dam to 
divert creek. 

June 27, Sun. 

Went to Harrah's after another cow. Mr Jackson brot her 
in his trailer. 

June 28, Mon. 

Ditched creek around dam. V. Woods helped me. 

June 29, Tues. 

Worked on new dam. lost 2 bolts out of Fresno 
June 30, Wed. 

Went to Madera after bolts for Fresno and to go to Ration 
Board. Davidsons Sr. went along to auction. 

July 1, Thurs. 

Broke Fresno this A.M. V. Woods took me to Raymond 
to have piece welded. 

July 2, Fri. 

Worked on dam 

July 3, Sat. 

Worked on dam 

July 4, Sun. 

Cut wood. 
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July 5, Mon. 

Worked on dam. 

July 6, Tues. 

Volmer Wood helped me most of day at the dam 
July 7, Wed. 

Have all the stumps out of the dam. 

July 8, Thurs. 

Worked at dam. 

July 9, Fri. 

Worked at dam 

July 10, Sat. 

Worked at dam. Going to Chinchella Farm with Lambert 
family. 11 

July 11, Sun. 

Had a good rest today. 

July 12, Mon. 

Worked on dam and went fishing with Mr Davidson and 
Lambert. Killed a heron. 


11 Lamberts: see note to the May 15, 1935 entry above. 
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Caption on reverse: “other side Mrs Davidson Margaret 
Neer Peggy Neer / Lee Neer with arm on car door Mr 
Davidson sitting Charlotte Quinlan in Car 22 July 1943 ” 


July 13, Tues. 

Went fishing in evening. Worked on dam. Saw the 
crippled buck and fed him. 

July 14, Wed. 

Worked on dam until noon. Rested in afternoon. 

July 15, Thurs. 

Broke Fresno again this morning. Mr Lambert took me to 
Raymond to have it fixt. 

July 16, Fri. 

Worked on dam all day. Went down and fed apples to the 
crippled buck (Peter) 

July 17, Sat. 

Cut wood King came in today, is leaving in morning. 
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July 18, Sun. 

Marg has been feeling bad all day. 

July 26, Mon. 

Went with Dale Etter to Moraine Meadows. 

July 27, Tues. 

To Breeze Lake 

July 28, Wed. 

Back to the Ranch. Patsy had her calf the day we left July 
26. 

July 29, Thurs. 

Rested up today. Marg took Peggy and Ann to Madera. 
July 30, Fri. 

Martin & party came yest. So am helping Margaret in 
kitchen 

Aug. 24, Tues. 

Hauled gravel for spillway at new dam. 

Aug. 25, Wed. 

Started pouring concrete on the new spillway. Dr. 

Purcell, A1 Martin and Mr McKinze 

Aug. 26, Thurs. 

Finished the spillway. 

Aug. 29, Sun. 

John McKenzie, Peggy and I caught 101 trout from 2 to 7" 
below the new dam and put them in the new pond. 
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This photo has no caption, and may relate to one of a 
number of fishing trips described in these diaries. 


Aug. 31, Tues. 

Mr. Chance's party cooked a chicken dinner this evening. 
Took Harrah’s cow home today. 

Sept. 2, Thurs. 

The crowd left today. What a relief. Loafed with Marg & 
Peggy 

Sept. 3, Fri. 

Loafed today with Marg & Peggy . Worked some at dam 
Sept. 5, Sun. 

Will & Tri came up today. 

Sept. 13, Mon. 

Sawed wood for the past several days. 

Sept. 14, Tues. 

Sawed wood and made concrete slabs for cover to 
spillway. 
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Sept. 15, Wed. 

Hauled wood and sawed some. 

Sept. 16, Thurs. 

Got a forked horn this morning. Hauled some wood in 
afternoon 

Sept. 17, Fri. 

Cut wood today. Marg has gone to Ahwahnee and to 
Madera tomorrow. 

Sept. 18, Sat. 

Hauled wood Mr King and his friend Tupinan came in 
this afternoon. Went to dam. 

Sept. 19, Sun. 

King left this morning. Marg got back this evening. Got 
new battery for the old Stude. 

Sept. 20, Mon. 

Made some shake bolts and wood 

Sept. 21, Tues. 

Made shakes 500. 

Sept. 22, Wed. 

Made 500 shakes. 

Sept. 23, Thurs. 

Made 150 Shakes and hunted some. 

Sept. 24, Fri. 

Hauled some wood. Marg went after Peggy. 


Sept. 28, Tues. 

Davis got a 5 pointer on Chaffee Mt. Saw a small bear 
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this morning. 

Sept. 29, Wed. 

Hunted most of the day 

Sept. 30, Thurs. 

Marg went to Ahwahnee. Worked some at dam. 

Oct. 1, Fri. 

Killed a nice 4 point buck this morning. Marg got back 
from Ahwahnee 

Oct. 2, Sat. 

Worked at dam. Cheneys came up this evening with 
Peggy. 

Oct. 3, Sun. 

Cheneys left this evening. 

Oct. 4, Mon. 

Ahwahnee Miss calved last night, bull. Worked some at 
dam and cut some wood. 

Oct. 5, Tues. 

Split wood all day for kitchen and Chaffee house. Marg 
went to Ahwahnee 
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Caption on reverse: “Left to right Lee Neer Clifford 
Cheriey Margaret Neer Peggy Neer ” 

Oct. 6, Wed. 

Made screen for Spillway of new dam. Windy all day. 
Oct. 7, Thurs. 

Picked apples. Windy and warm Trace of rain. Jacksons 
were up for supper of venison steaks 

Oct. 8, Fri. 

Marg came up this evening with Peggy 
Oct. 10, Sun. 

Took Peggy to Ahwahnee. Went to see the Crooks. 

Oct. 11, Mon. 

Couple of Bakersfield hunters killed 3 point buck in 
Meadow. (CO Cable) 

Oct. 12, Tues. 

Quiet today Water is going thru spillway of new dam. 
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Oct. 13, Wed. 

Hunted most of day. Heard several shots around horse 
pasture. 

Oct. 14, Thurs. 

Marg went to Ahwahnee this evening. 

Oct. 15, Fri. 

Carnival Lady calved. Heifer calf this afternoon. 

Oct. 16, Sat. 

Mr King came this afternoon. 

Oct. 17, Sun. 

King left this morning Went to Oakhurst with him and 
met Marg. Went to F.B. meeting. 

Oct. 18, Mon. 

Snowed all day. Picked apples and nearly froze. Jackson 
came and helped. Brot me a bail of hay. Clearing tonite. 

Oct. 19, Tues. 

Thermometer went to 23°. Cloudy and disagreeable all 
day but warmer tonite Marg went to Ahwahnee with a 
load 

Oct. 20, Wed. 

Lollichs were up and got a few apples, then I took the 
chickens home. Staid at home Stonny some rain 

Oct. 21, Thurs. 

Came back this morning hill is slippery. Moved to 
Chafee House. Will take cows home in morning total 
1.5"pp 
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Oct. 22, Fri. 

Took cows home but Baby got lost in the brush will get 
her tomorrow 

Oct. 23, Sat. 

Came up this morning with Marg & Peggy We went 
down and put Baby in corral. Jackson took her home in 
his trailer. 

Oct. 24, Sun. 

Worked around Club and drained water from plumbing in 
Club. Took load of apples & bottles home. 

Oct. 25, Mon. 

Took Went to Madera for supplies had Marg's car steam 
cleaned Saw H. Brown. He's coming to see bottles. 

Oct. 26, Tues. 

Came up today Raining a little. Marg phoned Herrick 
paid her for the Bull. 

Oct. 27, Wed. 

Showers all day. Walked down to new dam. .2" pp 
Totals.70" 

Oct. 28, Thurs. 

Burned trash at new dam. Rained and snowed this 
afternoon. Clear tonite. .l"pp Total 1.8" 

Oct. 29, Fri. 

Burning brush Cloudy & cold. Repaired lower dam. 
Tractor went on bum. took off timer and cleaned & 
adjusted. 


Oct. 30, Sat. 

Marg & Peggy came up and Peggy drove tractor while I 
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ran the grader. Came to Ahwahnee with them. 

Oct. 31, Sun. 

Herrick Brown came with Chub after Trinidad Went 
Crooks with apples and made 9 gal cider. Glen & Mrs L. 
were there. 

Nov. 1, Mon. 

Came up today. Split wood and piled in on porch. 

Nov. 2, Tues. 

Worked on road until 2— then came home and split wood. 
Jackson came up to see me in evening. 

Nov. 3, Wed. 

Worked on road and cut wood. To Ahwahnee this 
evening 

Nov. 4, Thurs. 

Went with Chub and Herrick after a bull to the Davis 
ranch Bull will be here tomorrow. 

Nov. 5, Fri. 

Chub brot the bull this morning and he got away. 

Nov. 6, Sat. 

Hunted all day for the bull. Think he jumped Raines's 
cattle guard. 

Nov. 7, Sun. 

Found the new bull in Raines and put Raines cows with 
him. 

Nov. 8, Mon. 

Went to club today brot home a few posts. 
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Nov. 9, Tues. 

Worked on fence adding 2 wires. Havn't seen Rex D. 
since Sunday. Afraid he out of Raines. 

Nov. 10, Wed. 

Worked on fence today. 

Nov. 11, Thurs. 

Found Rex in the Smith place with Phelps cows this 
morning. Went to the Club today. Dug a dogwood tree 
for home. 

Nov. 12, Fri. 

Worked on fence. 

Nov. 13, Sat. 

Went to Club, brot back a few posts. 

Nov. 14, Sun. 

Waited most of day for Everet. Phelps to move his cows 
from Smith place but he didn’t show up. 

Nov. 15, Mon. 

E. Phelps came today and we brot his cows down to Hills. 
Put Rex in corral and took my cows over to get acquainted 

Nov. 16, Tues. 

Brot the cows home with Rex. Rex worked Patsy out. No 
milk tonite Started cutting wood over at Raines on 
shares. 


Nov. 17, Wed. 

Went up and cleaned fish screens and did some ditching 
on the road. Cloudy and a little rain Wann 
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Nov. 18, Thurs. 

Cut wood part of day. 

Nov. 19, Fri. 

Cut some wood but rain ran me home. 

Nov. 20, Sat. 

Cut wood. Still stormy, raining this evening. 

Nov. 21, Sun. 

Fann Bureau meeting today. Some rain wann and cloudy. 
Nov. 22, Mon. 

Came up today after hauling wood with Cheneys truck. 
Some snow on the ground 1.6"pp. Clear tonite. Total 
3.4" 

Nov. 23, Tues. 

Beautifull day and I felt to rotten to go out. Got a little 
pump this evening. 

Nov. 24, Wed. 

Came to Ahwahnee this afternoon. 

Nov. 25, Thurs. 

Went to Crooks for Thanksgiving dinner. Lollichs were 
there. 

Nov. 28, Sun. 

Came up today. Clear and warm. Road is slippery. 

Nov. 29, Mon. 

Took a couple cuts off a cedar log. Cleaned fish screens 
and worked around club. 
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Nov. 30, Tues. 

Made a few posts and went home with them 
Dec. 2, Thurs. 

Made a gate into Hills pasture. 

Dec. 3, Fri. 

Put cows over in Hills pasture. 

Dec. 4, Sat. 

Came up today. Clear and warm. 

Dec. 5, Sun. 

Snowed about 3" last nite cold 20° this morning going 
home. 

Dec. 6, Mon. 

Clearing and wanner. 

Dec. 7, Tues. 

Came up today Had a time getting up the hill. 

Dec. 8, Wed. 

Pruned apple trees and worked in yard until noon went to 
lake after lunch 

Dec. 9, Thurs. 

Worked around yard awhile made a few posts and went 
home. Wind started this morning. Phone out 

Dec. 10, Fri. 

Bad wind storms all over the country still blowing 


Dec. 11, Sat. 

Peggy and I came up to Ranch and got some Xmas trees. 
Got anti, freeze for tractor. 
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Dec. 12, Sun. 

Repaired some of fence on Hill pasture, damage done by 
wind storms. 

Dec. 13, Mon. 

Started for Ranch today but universal was gone in old car. 
Went up to Wormans and got some old belting 

Dec. 14, Tues. 

Came up today. Cold and clear. Put home made 
universals in old car this morning. 

Dec. 15, Wed. 

Went with Jackson after some telephone wire. Got pump 
this evening. 

Dec. 16, Thurs. 

Made a few posts and came home this evening. 

Dec. 17, Fri. 

Marg took Peggy to Madera to take the train to go to S.F. 
Dec. 18, Sat. 

Cloudy and a little rain. Went to the F.B. Party and 
supper. 

Dec. 19, Sun. 

Cloudy and warm. Marg and I boxed apples to send her 
folks and mine. 

Dec. 27, Mon. 

Came up today put the old car in the barn. Stopt at 
Jacksons on the way up . 1 "pp 

Dec. 28, Tues. 

Cold (20°) all day started snowing about noon still 



280 Volume 5 


snowing. Felt rotten all day 
Dec. 29, Wed. 

Cold. 24° all day and some snow. Felt better today 
Cleared up for a few minutes about dark. Snowing at bed 
time 

Dec. 30, Thurs. 

Snowed all today about 18" snow. Stars out this evening. 
Meany and her 2 fawns were here this evening 

Dec. 31, Fri. Went to New Years party at Lollichs this 
evening. Came down this morning. Went from Fish 
Camp with Lenard. Marg met me down by Allens. 

15 

Total pp to yest noon 4 t65-" 6.15" 
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1944 

Jan. 1, Sat. 

Sawed a little wood for Margaret today Nice and warm 
Jan. 2, Sun. 

Will and Tri came over and helped us eat a rooster. 

Jan. 3, Mon. 

Went to Madera to meet Peggy. Snowing at Ahwahnee 
this morning. Clearing tonite 

Jan. 4, Tues. 

Was going back to the ranch but have a sore neck. 

Jan. 5, Wed. 

Neck is worse today. 

Jan. 7, Fri. 

Clear and wann Just about down and out with my stiff 
neck. Peggy has a bad cold. 

Jan. 8, Sat. 

Still have a very sore neck. Nice day 
Jan. 10, Mon. 

Peggy staid home today with cold. 

Jan. 11, Tues. 

Neck was still too sore to go up today. Peggy went to 
school today. 

Jan. 12, Wed. 

Marg brot me up to F.C. We went over to see Jacksons. 
He has new snow mach. 4.5"pp. Total up to date 10.65 



282 Volume 5 


Jan. 13, Thurs. 

Went to dam this morning, Warm and pretty cloudy. 

Jan. 14, Fri. 

Came to Ahwahnee today. Marg came to Fish Camp for 
me. 


Jan. 16, Sun. 

Went to F.B. today. J. Franchi showed some pictures of 
Friant dam. 

Jan. 17, Mon. 

Went to Lollichs today. Glen is not feeling at all well. 

Jan. 18, Tues. 

Nice day at Ahwahnee. 

Jan. 19, Wed. 

Came up today. Went to Jacksons. We tried to come up 
with the motor sled but too many bare spots. Clear warm 
out. 

Jan. 20, Thurs. 

Went out and set a couple traps today. Clear and wann 
Jan. 21, Fri. 

Went to Fish Camp and brot up my Radio battery. Warm 
cloudy this afternoon. Snow melting fast. 

Jan. 31, Mon. 

Went up to Club and back about 3’ of snow 3.25"pp this 
storm Total 13.9" 


Feb. 3, Thurs. 

Went to Fresno to get a treatment from Cheneys Dr. 
Think he’s a "quack" 
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Feb. 4, Fri. 

Ahwahnee Girl had a bull calf today. Saw Russell Ogden 
today. 

Feb. 8, Tues. 

Snowing tonite here at Ahwahnee. 

Feb. 11, Fri. 

Came up today. Got Sugar Pine with car. About 4" of 
snow at Club. 4.25"pp this storm 
Total 17.15" 

Feb. 12, Sat. 

Came down today. Rode with Lenard Biscets and got a 
ride home in an army truck. Gave them some bull pine 
trees. 

Feb. 13, Sun. 

Cloudy windy and partly cloudy at Ahwahnee 
Feb. 15, Tues. 

Took Margaret to Fresno to hospital to have her legs 
treated. Foggy and cold. 

March 9, Thurs. 

Went to Fresno today with Cheney to have Margarets ins. 
papers fdled out. 

March 11, Sat. 

Mailed Margarets insurance papers today 
March 12, Sun. 

Cloudy & foggy here at Ahwahnee Going to Sells for 
supper 
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Lee Neer (center) married Margaret Buchanan Reid (left) 
in Globe, Arizona on October 11, 1919. 

March 13, Mon. 

Stormy here at home snowed for awhile but didn’t lay. 
March 14, Tues. 

Going to Club clear and cold today. 

March 14, Wed. 

Fire place cracked last nite. 

March 18, Sat. 

Peggy went to dance at Raymond. 

March 19, Sun. 

F.B. meeting today. Went to Crook's for supper 
March 21, Tues. 

Came to Fish Camp Had to use skies from Sugar Pine. 
Staid with Jacksons. Last storm 6’ Total to date 23.15" 
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March 22, Wed. 

Came up the hill today Went to Dams. They are still 
frozen over. Very little water in the creeks. 

March 23, Thurs. 

Worked at odd jobs around the Club. Going to Fish Camp 
this afternoon Warm. Snow melting fast. 

March 31, Fri. 

Total pp 23.15 Warm and clear, snow melting fast in 
spots. Going to Fish Camp to Ahwahnee tomorrow. 

April 5, Wed. 

High way dept opened road today 
April 6, Thurs. 

Jackson came to Ahwahnee today. Peggy and I staid at 
Jacksons. 

April 7, Fri. 

Going to Ahwahnee 

April 10, Mon. 

Rain all day 

April 11, Tues. 

Rain and snow all night. 

April 12, Wed. 

Clear and cold this morning but more storms coming 
3.25"pp this storm Total 26.4" 

April 15, Sat. 

Sells, Wormans, Cheneys and went to surprise Tri Crooks 
on his birthday, nice party. 
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April 16, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting Got 4 cork oaks. Judge Murray 
showed some movies. 

April 17, Mon. 

Wind and some snow (trace) Has been this way for a 
week. 

April 18, Tues. 

Windy and cloudy. 

May 1, Mon. 

Came up today. 2.6"pp. Total 29" 

May 2, Tues. 

Fell a fir tree on road at Bootleg Trail Went down and 
cleaned fish screens. 

May 6, Sat. 

Helped Shaw collect at Ahwahnee dance. Had a good 
crowd Went to Lollichs with Crooks to help Glen with 
his calves. 

May 8, Mon. 

Came up today. Saw lion track at top of hill. Snow is 
melting fast now Still some bad drifts. 

May 9, Tues. 

Went down the hill with the tractor but couldn’t get back 
up. Worke on phone. Lion tracks 

May 10, Wed. 

Went to lake to clean screens. Then got tractor back over 
the snow and worked the rest of the day around Club. 
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May 11, Thurs. 

Sauremson [sic] came up with his hounds. No Luck. 

Cold windy going to Ahwahnee 

May 18, Thurs. 

Mr Schultz phoned today. Will be up May 20. Turkies 
hatched today. 

May 19, Fri. 

Got up hill with car today Cold and cloudy. 1.5"pp up to 
this morning 
Total 30.5" 

May 21, Sun. 

Went to F.B. meeting at Ahwahnee today. 

May 22, Mon. 

Came up today. Rather windy. 

May 23, Tues. 

Cold. Cloudy and windy. Worked on fence and cleaning 
up. 

May 24, Wed. 

Worked road today. Still some snow on hill. 

May 26, Fri. 

Worked around the place. Turned water to club. 

May 27, Sat. 

Mr and Mrs Schultz came today about 3 oc. Went to lake 
caught 1 trout. 

May 28, Sun. 

Peggy came up today. Went down with her to see Patsy. 
Bag caked. 
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May 29, Mon. 

Mr and Mrs Schultz left this morning, light rain and cold. 
May 30, Tues. 

Brot Patsy and her calf up in Jacksons trailer Her bag is 
some better. 

May 31, Wed. 

Cold and cloudy 

June 1, Thurs. 

Cold stormy. 

June 2, Fri. 

Stormy and cold all day. Bear in the yard this evening. 
June 3, Sat. 

Went to graduation exercises at Raymond 
June 4, Sun. 

Went to Jacksons to get some milk. Had dinner with a 
bunch of wops that have lots next to Chinchilla Farm. 

June 5, Mon. 

The Dago red didn't agree with me. Peggy ran tractor in 
road for me. 

June 6, Tues. 

Graded road to lake today. 

June 7, Wed. 

Spent the day building pasture fence and getting ready to 
tear chimney down. 
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June 8, Thurs. 

Jackson and I brot cows up today. 

June 9, Fri. 

About 40 head of Shaw cows are in the big meadow 
June 10, Sat. 

Worked on pasture fence. Went after turkies 
June 11, Sun. 

Crooks & Lollichs came up today. In evening went to see 
Willis about rebuilding fireplace 

June 12, Mon. 

Started tearing fire place down. Got down to roof. 

June 13, Tues. 

Worked on fire place. 

June 14, Wed. 

Have chimney down to top of fire place. 

June 15, Thurs. 

Started snowing about daylight. 4" snow by 9.oc Went 
to Lollichs and bought his mare. Still snowing this 
evening 

June 16, Fri. 

Cold and cloudy. 

June 17, Sat. 

Went to dance at Bass Lake with Peggy 
June 18, Sun. 

Worked on Fire place Nice and wann. 
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June 19, Mon. 

Worked on fire place. Cold cloudy. 

June 20, Tues. 

Lollichs and Crooks Came up today. 

June 21, Wed. 

Brot the mare up this afternoon. Hail and rain all morning 
June 22, Thurs. 

Cold and cloudy. Tearing fire place down 
June 23, Fri. 

Worked on fire place. Cold and thunder showers 
June 24, Sat. 

Worked on chimney, cold and cloudy. 

June 25, Sun. 

Had battery in car charged. Thunder showers this 
afternoon. Had to light lamp at 3P.M. 

June 26, Mon. 

Went to Madera today to order cement and brick for fire 
place Jane and Babies came. 

June 27, Tues. 

Jane expected Bob today but he dint come. 

June 28, Wed. 

Worked on fireplace. Jane is worried because she hasnt 
heard from Bob. 


June 29, Thurs. 

Went to Ahwahnee after Bob. He hiked from Mariposa. 
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June 30, Fri. 

Bob and I worked on the fire place. 

July 1, Sat. 

Bob helped me on the fire place. Shaws cattle have all my 
fences down. 

July 5, Wed. 

Bob went to Fresno today with Jackson 
July 6, Thurs. 

Worked on fire place and hauling sand. 

July 7, Fri. 

Finished tearing out fire place and the rest of the ton of 
cement came. 

July 8, Sat. 

King came today. Mr Schultz has had a heart attack. 

July 9, Sun. 

King left this morning. 

July 10, Mon. 

Started pouring foundation of fire place 
July 11, Tues. 

Jackson loaned me his concrete mixer. 

July 12, Wed. 

Poured concrete in fire place foundation. Jacksons mixer 
works fine. 


July 13, Thurs. 
Poured concrete 
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July 14, Fri. 

Poured concrete and hauled sand. 

July 17, Mon. 

Willis the stone mason came today to work on fireplace 
July 31, Mon. 

The stone mason didn't show up so helped Archie take his 
cows out. 

Aug. 1, Tues. 

Willis came back last nite. Says he will finish tomorrow 
Aug. 2, Wed. 

We finished the fire place today. 

Aug. 12, Sat. 

Got Rock Bass from Billy Saurensons 
Oct. 31, Tues. 

Started raining last nite quite a stonn. 

Nov. 1, Wed. 4."pp for the storm to 8am Total 4.5" 

Nov. 4, Sat. 

Started raining last nite is still raining King phoned from 
Fish Camp. He tried to come up the hill. 

Nov. 5, Sun. 

Few clouds this afternoon. Took apples to Fish Camp 
with tractor for King. 3.5"pp this storm. Total 8." 


Nov. 6, Mon. 

Took apples to the kids in Fresno Staid all nite rained 
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Nov. 7, Tues. 

Election day Came from Fresno and served on election 
board. Staid at Crooks 

Nov. 8, Wed. 

Came up today Jackson took his mare and mule out. 
Nov. 9, Thurs. 

rained all nite and today. Lots of wind. 

Dec. 1, Fri. 

Total precip to date 19.5" 

Dec. 8, Fri. 

Came up today did a little work on my shakes. 

Dec. 25. Mon. 

Christmas dinner with Jane in Fresno. 
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Mary Margaret (Peggy) Neer, left, with her father Lee 
Neer (center) and mother’s mother Marion Reid (right). 


Dec. 26, Tues. 

Peggy came up with me today. 

Dec. 27, Wed. 

Last storm 3.5 Total 23." 
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Dec. 31, Sun. 

This storm 1.75" Total 24.75" 
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Cattle Breeding Notes 1940 -1947 

Bred May 8 th /40 Took Ahwahnee Miss and 

Ahwahnee Girl to Daultons May 8 th 40 brot them back 
July 5— 

Spot bred June 15/41 

Ahwahnee Girl & Miss bred June 25/41 Calved on April 

9th ’42 in 288 days 

Mariposa Calved H. Feb 5/41 

Spot " B. Feb 20/41 

Ahwahnee Miss " B. Feb 25/41 

Ahwahnee Girl " B. March 8/41 

Carnival Lady calved H Nov. 2/42 Bred about Jan 25 th 

Dec 20-31 

Awahnee Miss 41 S/42 

Carnival Lady bred Dec 30/42 Should calve Oct 14/43 

Calved 15 th ' 

Ahwahnee Miss bred (Dec 20-Dec 31) Calved bull calf 
Oct 4/43 

Lucile bred Jan 26/43 Should calve Nov 4/43 calved 6 th 
Ahwahnee Girl Bred April 28/43 FeblO Maybe 
Calved Feb 4 th 

(Mrs Harrah's cow Cheery bred today July 10) 

Patsy bred Aug 22/43 Patsy calved July 26 

Rosita bred Dec 19 fe 4T didn’t take. Came in again Jan 8. 

due again Jan 28. 


Rex Domino 

1 Miss Ahwahnee Feb 2 bred Jan 11 1944 Dec 2 

calved Dec 7 

Rosita " Jan 28 Feb. 17 1944 

Calved Nov 24 

3 Lucille aparently came in " again on Feb 17 Jan 29 
1944 Calved Dec 13 

2 Carnival Lady in heat again 25 th Feb 6 1944 
on Dec 28 


Calved 
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Baby put with Bull Aprl July 6 44 Bred July 12 Aug 10 
to Rex 

Marie B bred to Shaws Bull July 1 — A A didn’t take and 
bred to Rex about July 20 due about Apr 26 th calved Apr 
26 th 

Patsy bred to Rex July 29 44 due May 5 th /45 

Fanny. "31 44 " " 

7 th /45 

Baby bred again Aug 31/44 due June 7 th /45 
Anabelle ? July 19/44 Calved Apr 25/45 
Ahwahnee Girl ? (If bred March 18 th should calve Dec 
20 th ) Calved on Dec 29. 

Fanny bred to Rex (?) July 2AIA5 Sept 11th 
Patsy . " 27/45 

1945 

Lucile calved Oct 18/45 
Miss Ahwahnee Miss " " 24/45 

Carnival Lady " Nov l st /45 

Ahwahnee Girl Nov 16/45 

Patsy bred Aug 25/46 
Fanny " " 26/46 again Sept 3 rd 

Miss Ahwahnee calved Sep 6/46 
Nurses Home Fresno Co Hosp. 50545 
Lucile calved Aug 26/46 
Miss Ahwahnee calved Sept 6/46 
C. Lady calved about Sept 15/46 
Baby cow butt June 
Jane Salt bul June 
Annabelle calved cow June 1 st 47 
Reina " bull July 1 st 47 

Ahwahnee Miss calved cow July 13 th 47 

Lucile .16 th 47 

Carnival Lady bull Aug. 4/47 
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Appendix 1: Lee Neer's February 1927 Letter 


Typed: 

San Nicolas. Feb. 6th 1927 
Dear Dad; 

Am going to Nacozari in the A.M. for some 
supplies and will send you the dope you asked for; 

Heads. 16.2 oz ag 

Tails. 1.26“ “ 

Cone. 657.4 “ “ 

Ratio of C. 43.9 

Saving 92.4% 

Total oz ag for Jan. 12293.36 oz ag 
Tons Milled 821. 

Hrs running time 324. 

Tons milled per hr 2.53 or 60 tons per 24 hrs 
By the way that looks as tho the new machs were 
not a complete failure. 

We sure dont want a new mill, all we want is 
power to run the one we have for the present. 

Oh yes the payroll $1961.85 Total mt 
About $1200.00 for wood and $891.25 for 
supplies at M.C. Coa 

Salcido should be in Nacozari about the 9th with 
Six tons containing about 4200.0 oz 

Well I must close and go to bed as I am tired and 
sleepy. Margaret and I have both had bad colds but are 
somewhat better now. M.M. is well and as happy as tho 
she were living in the states. She sure is a case, into every 
thing, boxes clothes closet and the safe and throws their 
contents on the floor. She climbed on a suit case today 
and threw most everything on the table on the floor. 
Martin says she is the smartest kid he ever saw. 
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Love to all from all. 
Handwritten at bottom: 

Lee 

Salcido will be here in morning. 
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Appendix 2: Peggy Rein’s Memoirs 


Peggy Reins, born Mary Margaret Neer, was Lee Neer’s 
daughter by his second marriage. She was an avid family 
history researcher, and worked extensively on her father’s 
ancestry. She also left behind a series of memoirs she 
wrote in various draft forms in the first decade of the 
2000s. For this book, Charlotte Ruffini edited and 
condensed some of these drafts into the form included in 
this appendix, designed to give Peggy’s description of her 
family’s life in the period covered by these diaries. 

First I will tell you a little about my family so you 
will know who everyone is. 

My Dad, Lee Neer, was a mining engineer and 
was working a mine close to Globe, Arizona when he met 
my mother. He was divorced with one daughter, Jane. 

My mother, Margaret, was a milliner (hat maker) working 
at the Old Dominion Department Store in Globe Arizona. 
She was a widow with one daughter, Alice. 

Lee’s parents, Oliver and Ida Neer, lived in 
Douglas, Arizona. Oliver was a mining engineer and 
promoter. 

Lee and Margaret were married in 1919 at the 
home of Margaret’s parents. 

After they were married, Lee and Margaret moved 
to Douglas. Lee had started working a mine in Mexico. 
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Mother would go with him quite a bit and stay down there 
with him before I was born. 

My dad told me that one time while they were 
down in Mexico it was Cinco de Mayo and there was a 
big celebration. There was a little band parading up and 
down the street and it stopped and asked him what song 
he and my mother would like to hear. My mom and dad 
said that their favorite was “Three O’Clock in the 
Morning.” The band promised to play it and went away. 
During the night they heard the band playing again. It 
was 3 a.m. and they were playing “Three O’Clock in the 
Morning.” 

I was born on December 16, 1925 around 8 a.m. in 
Douglas, Arizona. I was named Mary Margaret. I do not 
know when or who started calling me Peggy. That seems 
to be the name that is used for Margaret. I have been 
called Peggy for as long as I can remember. Sometimes I 
was called Mary Marg. 

The morning my mother went to the hospital there 
were no rooms available. The doctor said that there 
would soon be a room because there is one patient who no 
longer needs to be here. That patient was Amy Semple 
McPherson, the evangelist. She had been in the hospital 
after one of her treks over some rocks. My Dad had a 
photographer friend who took pictures of Amy Semple 
McPherson when trekking over rocks. 

It was about noon when my Dad was on his way to 
tell his mother she had a new granddaughter. He spotted 
his friend, Hine Beauchamp, and seeing that Hine looked 
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like he was a bit inebriated, he thought he had better get 
him to the hotel and in bed. As my Dad was doing this, 
his daughter Jane saw them going into the hotel and she 
followed them. At the elevator, Jane came up behind 
them and with arms on her hips she said, “Well, just wait 
until Grandma hears about this!” Jane was then off in a 
huff to tell Grandma her Daddy was out drinking with 
Hine. Well, Daddy got Hine taken care of and went on 
over to his mother’s to tell her about her new 
granddaughter. Of course, Jane had gotten there first. 
Grandma took one look at her son and started to laugh. 

She knew he had not been drinking. Daddy told her what 
had happened and they both had a good laugh. 

My grandmother was such a dignified looking lady 
in all her pictures. I just wish she had lived long enough 
so I could have gotten to know her. My sister, Jane, 
always talked about her and how nice she was. Old 
newspapers reported that she went to a lot of meetings in 
Tucson, Arizona. I believe she was a member of the 
WCTU organization. My grandmother died in Los 
Angeles and was shipped back to Douglas to be buried. 
She was buried without a headstone near my uncle, Paul. 

I do not know why she did not get a headstone. One day I 
would like to go to Douglas to see that she gets a 
headstone. 12 My grandfather is buried somewhere in Los 


12 Peggy’s grandmother, Ida Jane Neer (nee Johnson) received a 
tombstone in March, 2013. 
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Angeles. I have not found him but believe I have a paper 
telling what cemetery he is in. 

In 1927, when I was about a year and a half old, 
my parents and grandparents moved to Ahwahnee, 
California to work the Enterprise Mine. It didn’t work 
out. They must have lost everything they put into it. My 
grandparents moved to Los Angeles. My Dad and Mother 
stayed in Ahwahnee. They liked it there and had made 
many friends. Work was difficult to find. My Dad 
worked on the road at times but the foreman didn’t show 
up half the time and that meant no work. Daddy did odd 
jobs wherever he could find them. 

Ahwahnee had a post office and a grocery store 
owned by George and Eleanor Crooks. There was a 
bigger grocery store on Highway 49 toward Oakhurst. 

That was owned by the Mecchi family. It had a walk-in 
meat locker. The Mecchis lived in the back of the store. 
The store burned down not long after we moved to 
Ahwahnee. Mr. Mecchi rebuilt it and a few years later it 
burned down again. Mr. Mecchi rebuilt. Then the 
Harlow Fire burned the store and Mr. Mecchi again 
rebuilt the store. Herman Newfeld, Mr. Mecchi’s son-in- 
law bought the store from Mr. Mecchi and ran it for years. 

There was a little church between the Post Office 
and the Mecchi store. The Farm Bureau would have their 
meetings and dances at Gertrude School. They had a 
small band that consisted of the people that lived in the 
area. Myrtle Gerish played the piano, Jimmy Jordan the 
banjo, Bill Christmer was on the drums, and J. Clair 
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Noble played saxophone. About 1936 the people that 
belonged to the Fann Bureau bought a piece of property 
from the Crooks and built their own building. The Hall 
burned in the Harlow Fire and was rebuilt. It is now the 
VFW Hall. Our house also burned during the Harlow 
Fire. 


Up on Highway 49 was the Ahwahnee Sanitarium 
for people with tuberculosis. It was a Tri-County hospital 
and was there for many years. I was in the children’s 
ward for a few months. In the early days before it became 
a sanitarium, the Sell family owned the property and it 
was a stage stop going to Yosemite. Mom and Dad were 
good friends with Dr. Pratt and Mrs. Cease, the 
administrator of the hospital. They thought I was just too 
skinny, so they talked Mom and Dad into letting me stay 
at the hospital to put a little fat on my bones. 

We lived in several different places in Ahwahnee 
over the years. We first lived on the southwest side of the 
Fresno River close to the mine. There was an old flume 
on the river at a place called Poison Switch in Ahwahnee. 
The flume followed the river from Poison Switch to a 
lumber mill at Sugar Pine and through Oakhurst to 
Madera. The Olander family lived just a few feet from 
the flume. Mr. dander’s job was to make sure the 
bundles of lumber were together and not coming loose or 
creating a logjam. The danders had two boys, Richard 
and Lesley, called Buddy. They were about the same age 
as me. We could not play in the flume because the water 
went by so fast. Just up the road from Poison Switch was 
Gertrude School. 
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Around 1928 or 1929 we moved over behind the 
Ahwahnee Sanitarium down a little valley. It snowed 
while we were there and my dad built me an igloo. It was 
big enough to take in a little chair that my dad had made 
for me. In the early 1930’s we lived in a big, two story 
house at the Crook’s ranch. The Crooks lived next door 
in a smaller house. Daddy was doing work for Mr. 
Crooks. We had a four-door 1925 Studebaker. The next 
move was to a new house my Dad built out of old flume 
lumber that he had gotten by helping to tear the old flume 
down. He also used shakes he made. 

About 1933 we moved to Long Beach, California. 
I think the reason we moved to Long Beach was because 
it was just after an earth quake. My Dad got a job right 
away. We lived with my grandparents, David and Marion 
Reid. 


We moved back to Ahwahnee around 1935. I 
started going to Gertrude School. I must have been in the 
first grade. My first teacher was Nelli Humbarger. She 
was not there long. She was very sick and sometime later 
she died. My next teacher was Gene Donnley. I really 
liked her. She may have been there about a year when I 
think she got married. The next teacher was Miss Vance 
and right out of college. Her mother came with her. She 
did not last long at all. I think she came close to having a 
nervous breakdown. Some of the older kids gave her a 
really bad time. The next teacher was Ruby Worman. 

She must have been in her 40’s. She was married to Dan 
who had a brother, Russell. The Worman family lived 
above Nipinnawasee and owned a sawmill. After the 
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father died, the two brothers ran the sawmill for years. 
Ruby Worman was my teacher until I graduated from the 
8th grade. 

Gertrude School was a one room schoolhouse. As 
some of the students got older, they got the job of being 
janitors. That meant cleaning the school and getting there 
early in the morning in winter time to get the fire started. 
There were always two of us who worked together. One 
time, Percy Elam and I were the janitors. Because I lived 
so close I was the one to get everything ready for the fire. 
When Percy got there we would finish everything up. 

One of the worst things we all had to do in front of 
the class was stand up in the front of the room and sing 
something. I could not carry a tune, even in a bucket. On 
Friday, we had to find something in a book and write 
about it. That was torture. Then, Mrs. Worman would 
dictate things for us to write. I couldn’t keep up and my 
penmanship went down hill. 

I went on to go to Raymond Granite Union High 
School in Raymond, California. I had to walk about a 
mile up Road 600 to Highway 49 to catch the bus. Jimmy 
Jordan was our bus driver. Jimmy picked up kids near 
Nipinnawasee, then some in Ahwahnee and then in 
Oakhurst. For a while he picked up Cedric Larson where 
the road to Bass Lake turn off is. Then down to 
Coarsegold where we picked up two boys. He then took 
the next right turn to go to Raymond. He picked up more 
along that road and then some going through Knowles 
where the old quarry is and then on into Raymond to the 
High School. The round trip was about 40 miles. Jimmy 
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had two daughters, Alice and Ruby, on the bus. They 
were my good friends and still are. We use e-mail a lot. 

We had a great English teacher, Mrs. Bossert. 

One day there was a bunch of us girls in a class room with 
her. The subject of child birth came up and she said that 
is the most wonderful experience for a woman to bring 
new life into this world and what a wonderful feeling that 

is. I was so impressed with what she said that I 
remembered it my whole life and through the birth of my 
own children. 

In the early days a train came from Madera to 
Raymond. People came up and would get on a stage 
coach to go into Yosemite. One of the early riders on the 
train was Teddy Roosevelt. A road going through 
Raymond went by the Post Office and then to the High 
School. There was a black smith shop in town and the 
telephone company. While I was in high school the 
telephone company was in Raymond. It was owned by 
A.C. Shaw. Harry Baker Sr. went to work for Mr. Shaw 
and later bought the company. I went to Gertrude School 
with Harry Baker, Jr. who now owns the company now 
called Sierra Telephone. He is the little boy on the front 
of the new telephone book. 

A drama club had been started about the end of 
1934. My mother joined it and I think she really enjoyed 

it. Someone said she was another Marie Dressier. I 
believe Marie Dressier was a silent screen actress. The 
drama club did plays at the Sanitarium for the patients and 
at Gertrude School. They would do plays at other places 
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too. There was quite a bunch of the people who were in 
the plays and everyone seemed to have a good time doing 
them. There was one man that sang and sounded a lot like 
Bing Crosby. His name was Smity. 

In the 1940’s, a group of ladies formed a Home 
Department Group. They met once a month. They put 
together a cook book which I still have. They also started 
a knitting group and during World War II they made 
sweaters, scarves & socks for the service men. 

On May 29 th , 1935, Mrs. Hamby asked my mother 
if she would come up to the Yosemite Mountain Ranch to 
help that summer with cooking. Mrs. Hamby had been 
cooking there for several years. Mom helped her most of 
the summer. The Hamby’s had a little Indian girl, so I 
had someone to watch over. The next year Mom was 
there to stay. Mrs. Hamby was tired of cooking and 
everyone liked Mom. My Dad was hired as a full time 
caretaker for the ranch, summer and winter. The people 
were all so nice. There were doctors, a dentist, lawyers, 
oil people, lumber people, and bankers. They came for 
their vacations. Some of them became very good friends 
of my parents. 

Yosemite Mountain Ranch did not have all the 
modern conveniences. The kitchen had a big wood 
burning stove with one big flat surface. My Dad would 
get up early in the morning and get the wood burning in 
the stove for Mom. The stove heated the water for the 
two bathrooms. I never really thought about how the hot 
water got to those bathrooms. They were both 30 to 40 
feet from the kitchen. 



The Lee Neer Diaries 


309 


We had an old fashioned telephone that had a little 
handle which had to be turned to make a call. To make 
the call, you didn’t use any numbers. You turned the 
handle about half a turn that was short and then a full turn 
that was long. Our number was 3 shorts and a long. 

The lights were kerosene lamps. There was no 
electricity. That was in the 30’s and 40’s. There was no 
refrigeration. Out the back door there was a little porch 
with a cooler. It had gunny sacks over it that were kept 
wet all the time. 

My Dad had a cow that he milked once or maybe 
twice a day. The milk was brought up to the house and 
poured in big round pans. I can remember the thick cream 
that was on the pans after it had been in the cooler for a 
while. What a treat it was whenever the elder berries 
were ripe. My Mom would bake elder berry pies and 
serve it with the cream for those who wanted the cream on 
their pie. 

It was fun going to the Yosemite Mountain Ranch. 
As I grew older I would help my mother do some of the 
cleaning after the guests left. I always helped set the table 
and do some of the serving. Sometimes there would be 
about 12 people there for three or four days. Then a new 
bunch would come in. Mom had to have other ladies 
come up to help during the summer. Myrtle Woods was 
one of them and she had a young son who she would 
sometimes bring up on weekends. My Dad would take 
Kenny fishing which was a treat for Kenny. There was a 
nice stream with trout in it. Kenny loved going fishing 
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with Daddy. After Kenny grew up I would see him at 
some of the Raymond High School reunions and he would 
always tell me how much fun it was to go fishing with my 
Dad. He would tell me that sometimes he could just not 
catch a fish. All my Dad had to do was put his hand on 
Kenny’s and he would have a fish so quick. He just knew 
that there was some kind of magic in my Dad’s hand. 

Archie Shaw, son of A.C. Shaw, kept horses in the 
lower meadow for the guests to ride. He came up for a 
day with about four people to go skiing and had an extra 
pair of skis. He asked my Dad if he would like to go with 
them and he did not turn them down. My Dad had never 
skied before but that wasn’t about to stop him. He would 
try anything. He had a great time. Now, when coming 
from the ranch to Fish Camp, which was a little over two 
miles, he could get there a lot faster on skies. 

A week or so after Daddy had learned to ski, Mom 
called him to tell him one of our cows was having her calf 
and Mom thought that he had better come home. Mom 
and I drove from Ahwahnee to Fish Camp to meet him. 

It turned out to be a good thing Dad came home because 
that calf was coming the wrong way and my Dad had to 
help deliver the calf. 

1944 was not a good year for Daddy and me. My 
mother went to the hospital in Fresno to have surgery on 
her varicose veins. She did not survive the surgery and 
died on February 20 th just seven days before her 57 th 
birthday. 
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In 1945 World War II was on and twelve boys 
from Raymond High School were lost. I believe one was 
on the Arizona at Pearl Harbor. One of my good friends, 
Thesalee Mecchi in Ahwahnee, got a call from her 
boyfriend asking her to come to the camp where he was 
stationed and marry him. She went and was there about 
three days before he was shipped out. That was the last 
time she ever saw him. She told me that he had been 
buried in France. 
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Note: this index, where possible, combines otherwise 
ambiguous references. For example, it will list references 
to Bill, Jansen, and Bill Jansen under the same entry. This 
is not always possible, and some references remain 
ambiguous. This index also includes references to dogs 
and horses by their given names. Lee’s immediate family 
is listed by first name: see Jane, Margaret and Peggy. For 
Oliver Lee Neer see Dad, and for Ida Jane Johnson see 
Mother. 
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